CEMETERIES

It has been brought to my attention that a trap was placed in the graveyard, can | ask people
not to place anything that could injure animals or people or cause any distress.
Please Note: The Christmas octave continues until 2nd February (Feast of the Presentation
of the Lord) therefore all Christmas wreaths/pots will be removed after that date when
dead. Others will remain until the end of the month after which any remaining Christmas
wreaths/pots will be removed. Any ornamental pots removed from graves will be kept in
the Sexton’s office for 4 weeks after which they will be disposed of. Thank you.

MEETING

There will be a short meeting at St Gregory’s on Monday 12th January at 7:00pm for all
those who have volunteered to be members of the Finance Committees at both St Gregory’s
and St Oswald’s. The meeting will be to look at the statutes and role of the Finance
Committee. Refreshments will be provided.

ARE YOU CONSIDERING BECOMING A CATHOLIC?

If anybody is thinking about or would like to explore becoming a Catholic, there will be a
series of talks and discussions about the Catholic faith starting in the New Year. If you are
interested, can you please let Fr Graeme have your name and contact details asap.

LIVERPOOL ARCHDIOCESE ONLINE ALPHA COURSE
Beginning on Thursday 15th January for 11 weeks at 6.45pm, we're offering an Online Alpha
Course for anyone wishing to explore life, faith and meaning. If you'd like to find out more,
please email: pd@rcaol.org.uk or complete the form at: https://forms.office.com/e/
dKrkG8Qg04
OLD AND NEW REFLECTIONS ON THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW
Hosted by the Irenaeus Project (Great George’s Road, L22 1RD), reflections will be
Wednesday mornings (10:30-12:00) on 14™, 21%, 28", January and 4™ February.
Zoom links are available from jenny@irenaeus.co.uk

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH OF

St Gregory’s Weld Bank

Sunday 11th Jan 2026 - The Baptism of the Lord, Year A P. 90 (red) & P. 65 (blue)
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ST GREGORY’S RC CHURCH
Weldbank Lane
Chorley, Lancs

PR7 3NW
Tel: 01257 262462

PRIESTS
Fr Graeme M. Dunne
Fr Xavier Ho

EMAIL:
stgregory@rcaol.org.uk
WEBSITE:
www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk
FACEBOOK:
https://www.facebook.com/
pages/category/Religious-
Organization/St-Gregorys-
Weldbank-177113458975673/

ARCHDIOCESE OF LIVERPOOL
Registered Charity No: 1199714

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:
Mon/Tues/Wed/Thurs 09:00 -
16:00

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR:
Alison Fish

SAFEGUARDING REP:
Sharon Hobin

WEEKLY COLLECTION
w/c 4 January 2026

Gift Aid: £91.00
Loose Plate: £289.16
Standing Orders: £347.54

Sincere thanks for your kind and
generous weekly donations
which go towards the upkeep of
the church.

REFECTION
The gospel reading for this Sunday, The Baptism of the Lord
invite us to reflect on the beginning of Jesus’ mission and what
it means for our lives. Through his baptism, Jesus shows us
humility, obedience to God, and the call to live as light for
others. These reflections will help us think about how the
readings connect to our own faith and baptismal promises.
It shows us the moment when Jesus is revealed as the Son of
God. In the Gospel, God’s voice declares, “This is my beloved
Son, with whom I am well pleased”. This public affirmation
makes it clear that Jesus has been chosen to fulfill God’s
mission. This moment tells us who Jesus is and why he has
come. He is not just a teacher or a prophet, he is the Son of
God, sent to bring salvation to the world. The baptism marks
the beginning of his mission, showing that he is ready to
follow the Father’s plan. For us, this reminds us that we are all
God’s children. Just as Jesus received the Father’s love and
approval, we are loved by God too. This encourages us to trust
in God’s plan for our lives and live in a way that honours him.
At our own baptisms, we were given the light of Christ,
symbolised by the baptismal candle. This light is not just a
symbol but a mission. We are called to bring hope and
goodness to those around us. We do this by showing kindness,
standing up for what is right, and sharing our faith.
Baptism is not just a one-time event but a way of life. It
reminds us to follow Jesus and shine his light in our homes,
communities, and workplaces. When we live this way, we
fulfill our baptismal call and become lights for the world.
The Baptism of the Lord highlights the work of the Holy Spirit
in Jesus’ life and mission. When Jesus is baptised, the Spirit
descends upon him like a dove. This shows that the Spirit gives
him the strength and power to carry out his mission. The Spirit
was with Jesus every step of the way. This reminds us that the
Holy Spirit is with us too, guiding us in our daily lives. The Holy
Spirit helps us to make good choices and to stay faithful to
God. Through prayer and the sacraments, we can grow closer
to the Spirit and receive the strength we need, we are
encouraged to open our hearts to the Holy Spirit and trust in
his guidance.
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Please Pray for Our Brothers and Sisters Who are Sick

Dorothy Fairclough - Christine Zawistowicz - Paul McBeth - ElImo Allan - Teresa Abernethy
Shirley Langstrath - Paul Spedding - Susan Yates - Eileen Baldwin
Derek Blears - Irene Griffiths
Heal thy servants, O Lord, who are sick and send them comfort from thy holy place. Amen.

Please remember and keep in your prayers all those who have died recently
and all those whose anniversaries occur about this time.
Eternal rest, grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.
May they rest in peace. Amen.

MASS INTENTIONS & FEAST DAYS

PARISH NEWS & EVENTS

CRIB OFFERINGS

The crib offerings this year will be for the Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem; a diocese of the
Catholic Church whose territory includes Cyprus, Jordan, Israel and Palestine.

UNITY WEEK PRAYER SERVICE
There will be a Prayer Service for Unity Week at St Mary’s Church, Chorley on
Sunday 18 January at 3:00pm. The theme this year is taken from St Paul, One Body, One
Spirit, Eph 4:4. All are welcome.

IRENAEUS SCRIPTURE MORNING
The next Scripture mornings led by Fr Chris Thomas, at the Irenaeus Centre, begin on
Wednesday 14" January at 10.30 am. At these sessions Fr Chris is reflecting on Matthew’s
Gospel. All are welcome. Zoom also available.

WORD OF LIFE

Our monthly Scripture Sharing meeting will take place this Wednesday, 14th January, at
19, Grosvenor Road, Chorley, PR7 2PJ at 11am. All are very welcome. Our theme this month
is taken from the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (18 - 25 January) ,There is one body and

one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called’ Eph 4:4

BAPTISMS
Baptisms take place at St Gregory’s at 1:00pm on the 1st, 2nd
and 4th Sundays of the month and at St Oswald’s at 12:15pm on
the 3rd Sunday of the month. If you would like to book a baptism
for your child, please see Fr Graeme after one of the Sunday
Masses. Thank you.

WATER

Please note: Due to the cold weather, there is no water available in the cemeteries.
Water is available on request from the sexton.

SCRIPTURE THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

‘Whoever trusts in the Lord is kept safe’
Proverbs 29:25

Date Time Dedication Intention Notes
9:30am The Bridcut Family (F)
THE BAPTISM OF ,
SUN 11 Jan THE LORD ST GREGORY’S
6:30pm John Miller Gerrard (F)
Mon 12 Jan 10:00am St Aelred Special Intention
. EXPOSITION
Wed 14 Jan 8:30am St Kentigern The Holy Souls 4:00PM - 5:00PM
DEVOTIONS
1.00pm - 2:00pm
Fri 16 Jan 8:30am LISCF
Sat 17 Jan 10:00am St Anthony of Barbara & Ken Edwards Week. Of. Praye.r for
Egypt Christian Unity
9:30am Mary Jane Barton
SUN 18 Jan 2nd SUNDAY IN Mgr Michael McKenna ST GREGORY’S
ORDINARY TIME PEACE SUNDAY
6:30pm People of the Parish




