
IN THANKSGIVING 
Please keep in your prayers our previous Parish Priests, Mgr Michael McKenna and Canon 

Richard Firth who would have both celebrated their Birthdays this coming week. We  
remember Mgr McKenna at our 9:30am Mass on Sunday on what would have been his 88th 

Birthday. His family have asked that I convey their heartfelt thanks to everyone for the 
love, kindness and prayers given to him over many years as Parish Priest at St Gregory’s 
and throughout his 61 years of priestly ministry, but especially during his short illness. 

Mass on Wednesday will be for the intention of Canon Firth who would have celebrated 
his Birthday on Monday. We thank God for the lives and ministries of both of them. 

 

BAPTISM - ST OSWALD’s 
 

 

 

 
 

IRENAEUS: GLIMPSES OF RESURRECTION: 21 May 2025 
Chris Thomas will share with us the resurrection stories in the Gospels and how it challenges 

us today, followed by Mass, at the Irenaeus Centre, L22 1RD. 10:30-12:00 noon 
 

VISIT OF FATIMA STATUE & RELICS – MON 2 JUNE 10:00AM - 4:00PM 
As part of the national pilgrimage marking the Centenary Year of the Pontevedra Apparition 

and the Jubilee of Hope, the Pilgrim Statue of Our Lady of Fatima will be visiting the  
Metropolitan Cathedral, accompanied by the Relics of Saints Francisco and Jacinta.  

This special visitation carries a message of hope and reparation, reminding us of Our Lady’s 
promise that her Immaculate Heart will be our refuge. 

CHILDREN’S CORNER 

Today we welcome in Baptism 
Raya Harlow Burke 

Please keep her and her family in your prayers  
as they start out on their faith journey. 

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH OF 

St Gregory’s Weld Bank 

Sunday 18th May 2025 - 5th Sunday of Easter, Year C - P.396 (red) & P.859 (blue) 

REFLECTION 
In today’s gospel, Jesus puts before each of us the great  

command ‘love one another, just as I love you’.  It is a  
command that connects us closely to others, to those around 
us, in our families and in our communities.  Jesus doesn’t say, 
put up with each other, tolerate each other, like each other or 

get along with each other - he is very clear - we are to love 
each other. And this can be more challenging and difficult 

than it sounds. To really love each other as Jesus asks is easy 
to talk about as a nice idea - but so much harder to put into 

practice! It is said that love is the true mark of a Christian. As 
Christians we are all followers of Christ but not all of us are 
true followers. Some are Christians in name only, some by  
convenience, and others are seasonal Christians. Going to 

church, praying and joining religious organisations or  
ministries, though these are commendable in themselves, are 
not proof of being true followers of Christ. Everything we do 
that may be good in itself loses meaning and value when it is 

not done out of love. In other words, the value of anything we 
do will only come when we do it out of love. Then and only 

then can we be considered true followers of Christ. Jesus tells 
his disciples that they will know that they are his disciples  
because of the love they show for one another. We don’t 

need to be heroic in our acts of love, nor do we need to do 
spectacular acts to demonstrate love, however, the love Jesus 
talks of is shown in service and sacrifice. The example of Jesus 
can help us at times when it can be hard to see goodness even 

in those we love. In this Easter season, there is no harm in 
reminding ourselves of the lengths Jesus went to physically 

demonstrate his love for each of us. On Holy Thursday he got 
down on his knees to wash our feet. On Good Friday he was 

lifted up on the cross for us and on Easter Sunday he burst out 
of the tomb with the gift of new life. As followers of Jesus  

today, we are called to follow his example through the quality 
of our daily lives, through how we treat each other and speak 
to each other. Our actions will speak louder than our words. 
As John of the Cross reminds us, ‘at the end of our lives, God 
will not judge us on our earthly possessions and our human 

achievements but on how much we have loved.’ 

 

WEEKLY COLLECTION 
w/c 11th May 2025 

 

 
 
 

Gift Aid: £47.00 
Loose Plate: £344.42 
Standing Orders: £186.25 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Sincere thanks for your kind 
and generous weekly  
donations which go towards 
the upkeep of the church.  
 
 

 

ST GREGORY’S RC CHURCH 
Weldbank Lane 
Chorley, Lancs 

PR7 3NW 
Tel: 01257 262462 

 
 

PRIESTS 
Fr Graeme M. Dunne 

Fr Peter Murphy 
 
 

EMAIL: 
stgregory@rcaol.org.uk 

WEBSITE: 
www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk 

FACEBOOK: 
https://www.facebook.com/

pages/category/Religious-
Organization/St-Gregorys-

Weldbank-177113458975673/ 
 
 
 

ARCHDIOCESE OF LIVERPOOL 
Registered Charity No: 1199714 

 
 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 
Mon/Wed/Thurs 09:00 - 16:00 

 
 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR: 
Christine Booth 

 
 

SAFEGUARDING REP: 
Waiting Appointment 



Please Pray for Our Brothers and Sisters Who are Sick  
 

Fr Laurence Mayne - Dorothy Fairclough - Christine Zawistowicz - Paul McBeth - Elmo Allan  
Sheila McGeown  - Teresa Abernethy  - Shirley Langstrath  - Jimmy Waddington   

Paul Spedding - Susan Yates - Ronald Bentley - Steve Heald 
 

Heal thy servants, O Lord, who are sick and send them comfort from thy holy place. Amen. 
 

Please remember and keep in your prayers all those who have died recently, especially 
Stephen Marrow and all those whose anniversaries occur about this time. 

 

Eternal rest, grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.   
May they rest in peace. Amen. 

 

 

 

PARISH NEWS & EVENTS 

INSTALLATION OF THE NEW ARCHBISHOP OF LIVERPOOL 
Archbishop-elect John Sherrington will be installed as the 10th Archbishop of Liverpool on 

Tuesday 27th May at 7:30pm at the Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral. I have two tickets for 
the event if anybody would be interested in attending, please let me know asap. Thank you. 

 

CAFOD APPEAL 
In this Jubilee Year CAFOD is working with their sister Caritas organizations around the world, 
to call for urgent action on the global debt crisis. Many of the world's poorest  countries are 

suffering huge debt burdens with devastating impacts on ordinary people. Pope Francis 
spoke about this many times, saying, ‘More than a question of generosity, this is a matter of 

justice.’ Please sign the worldwide Church petition on the way out of Mass. 
 

LIVE SIMPLY PLANT SALE/SWAP 
Bring a plant or/and take a plant – make a donation proceeds to CAFOD.  

Sunday 1st June after 9.30. Mass at St Gregory’s. 
 

JUBILEE TOUR 
Jubilee Tour to Westport, Knock & Co Mayo, 31st August 2025.  £799.00 pps.  Price includes 

flight, 10kg hold luggage, 4 nights’ in 4* Castlecourt Hotel, Westport with Dinner, Bed & 
Breakfast.  Full use of leisure facilities. All entertainment, excursions and transport  

included.  Visit Knock Shrine, Kylemore Abbey, Croagh Patrick, Museum of Country Life.   
Irish music nightly.  Single supplement on Enquiry.  Contact 01268 762 278 or 07740 175557 

or email knockpilgrimages@gmail.com 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2025 
  Sunday 22nd June   CCN Walking Day 
  Friday 8th - Sunday 10th August  Annual Beer Festival 
  Sunday 10th August   Concert in the Garden 
  Saturday 16th August  Fr Graeme’s 40th Jubilee Celebration 

SCRIPTURE THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
‘Come near to God and He will come near to you’ 

James 4:8 

MASS INTENTIONS & FEAST DAYS 

Date Time Dedication Intention Notes 

SUN 18 May 

9:30am 
 
 

6:30pm 

5th SUNDAY OF 
EASTER 

Mgr Michael McKenna (BR) 
Neville Evans (BR) 

 
Tony Brown (BR) 

ST GREGORY’S 

SUN 18 May 11:00am 
5th SUNDAY OF 

EASTER 
Charlotte Fishwick (A) ST OSWALD’S 

Mon 19 May 9:30am REQUIEM MASS Stephen Marrow  

Tues 20 May 
 

9:15am 
St Bernardine  

of Siena 
Canon James Commins (F) 

DEVOTIONS 
1:00pm - 2:00pm 

Wed 21 May 8:30am 
St Christopher 

Magallanes  
Canon Richard Firth (BR) 

HOLY HOUR 
4:00pm - 5:00pm 

Thurs 22 May 9:15am St Rita of Cascia The Hayden Family (F) 
DEVOTIONS 

1:00pm - 2:00pm 

Fri 23 May 8:30am  LISCF  

Sat 24 May 10:00am  Susan Catterall (BR)  

SUN 25 May 

9:30am 
 
 

6:30pm 

6th SUNDAY OF 
EASTER 

John Todd (A) 
Harry & Doreen Ainscough 

 
Mildred Wilcock 

ST GREGORY’S 

SUN 25 May 11:00am 
6th SUNDAY OF 

EASTER 
People of the Parish ST OSWALD’S 

 

mailto:patricia@gotrouvaille.com

