1st HOLY COMMUNION

| have heard parents at St Gregory’s wish their children to make their communion together,
unfortunately, this is not possible at a Sunday mass. If it is the case, that parents want their

children to make it together, Saturday 13 June is the better option, 16 is the maximum at this

Mass. Please may | ask you to reconsider your choice. Thankyou. Fr Graeme

CEMETERIES

Please Note: At the end of the month any remaining Christmas wreaths/pots will be
removed. Any ornamental pots removed from graves will be kept in the Sexton’s office for
4 weeks after which they will be disposed of. Thank you.

LIVE SIMPLY
Thanks to all who supported the (Share the Love) sale, this raised £121. The winning raffle
tickets were: nos 441-445 (Sweets-claimed) and two unclaimed raffle prizes, nos 426-430
(Bottle of Wine) & nos 361-365 (Box of Biscuits). A series of leaflets with non-meat recipes
and a prayer will be available in the Church porch during lent.

VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED

Are you able to help? We are in need of weekday readers, Eucharistic Ministers & Church
cleaners. If you are interested or would like to learn more, please see Fr Graeme

THE IRENAEUS CENTRE: PILGRIMAGE THROUGH LENT
The Irenaeus Centre would like to invite you to a series of Lenten Evenings held on
Tuesdays at 7pm on the following dates: 24 February and 3, 10, 17, 24 March.
For more information and Zoom links please contact: centreirenaeus@gmail.com
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WEEKLY COLLECTION
w/c 15 February 2026

Gift Aid: £71.00
Loose Plate: £556.74
Standing Orders: £347.54

Sincere thanks for your kind and
generous weekly donations
which go towards the upkeep of
the church.

REFECTION

Today’s Gospel invites us to reflect on temptation,
obedience, and God’s mercy. The reading reminds us of the
struggles we face and the hope we find in Jesus. By looking

at Jesus’ example in the desert, we learn how to trust in
God and resist temptation. This is a time to grow in faith
through prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. We, too, face
temptations in our daily lives. We might be tempted to seek
comfort, power, or approval in ways that pull us away from
God. But the Gospel reminds us to follow Jesus’ example.
We can lean on prayer, Scripture, and faith to stay strong.
Whilst temptation itself is not a sin, it is how we respond
that matters. Jesus shows us the way to overcome it, by
trusting in God and his promises, we can resist and grow
stronger in our faith.

The Gospel reminds us that we are not meant to control
everything. We will face challenges, needs, and suffering
but we are called to trust God’s plan for us.

Lent invites us to confront our own desires for comfort,
security, and control. The practices of prayer, fasting, and
almsgiving help us do this. Prayer keeps us close to God and
reminds us of his presence. Fasting teaches us to rely on
God when we face needs and wants. Almsgiving helps us let
go of material things and trust in God’s care. We are
challenged to trust God even when life is hard. It invites us
to give up the false promises of the world and follow Jesus’
example of faith and obedience. We all face moments of
weakness and times when we fall into temptation, but no
matter how far we stray, we can always return to God.
Lent is a time to turn back to God with trust and humility. It
is a time to seek forgiveness and strength. We can lean on
prayer and Scripture to guide us. When we feel alone in our
struggles, we can remember that Jesus understands our
challenges because he faced them, too.

We are never alone, no matter how difficult the journey
may be.
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Please Pray for Our Brothers and Sisters Who are Sick

Dorothy Fairclough - Christine Zawistowicz - Paul McBeth - ElImo Allan - Teresa Abernethy
Shirley Langstrath - Paul Spedding - Susan Yates - Eileen Baldwin
Derek Blears - Irene Griffiths
Heal thy servants, O Lord, who are sick and send them comfort from thy holy place. Amen.

Please remember and keep in your prayers all those who have died recently especially,
John Oswell & George Haydock, and all those whose anniversaries occur about this time.
Eternal rest, grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.

May they rest in peace. Amen.

MASS INTENTIONS & FEAST DAYS

PARISH NEWS & EVENTS

STATIONS OF THE CROSS DURING LENT

Stations of the Cross will be celebrated in both parishes each week during Lent, led by
parishioners. Our grateful thanks to those who have volunteered to lead the prayers.

LENTEN APPEALS
During Lent we will be supporting Nugent and Lenten Alms.
15 March 2026—Nugent. Lenten Alms: via the purple box at the rear of Church
Collections for both will stay open throughout Lent.

CAFOD FAMILY FAST PAY—FRIDAY 2F FEBRUARY 2026
Rejoice is a mum in South Sudan. To protect her children, she was forced to flee conflict
twice, losing everything she owned, disaster then struck again, severe flooding submerged
her farmland, crops were destroyed and livestock was lost. Rejoice is a skilled farmer, but
when the land disappeared beneath the water, there was nothing she could do. Rejoice
didn’t give up, with the support of local experts and donations like yours, she learned a
remarkable solution: growing food on top of water. Floating gardens now rise with the
floodwater, allowing crops to grow where fields once lay underwater.

Make your Fast Day donation today to provide assistance to mums like Rejoice.
There are envelopes at the back of Church for your kind donations.

BAPTISM
Today we welcome in Baptism at St Gregory’s
Francesca Elizabeth Ball
Please keep her and her family in your prayers as they start out
on their faith journey.

SCRIPTURE THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

“Nothing will be impossible with God.”
Luke 1:37

Date Time Dedication Intention Notes
9:30am Bert Southworth (A) (BR) ST GREGORY’S
1ST SUNDAY Mary Loughlin (A) Day of Prayer for
SUN 22 Feb OF LENT candidates for the
6:30pm Paul McManus (A) sacraments
ST OSWALD’S
. 1ST SUNDAY Day of Prayer for
SUN 22 Feb 11:00am OF LENT Frank Ogden (BR) (A) candidates for the
sacraments
Angus & Veronica
Mon 23 F :
on 23 Feb 9:30am Macleod (A)
. ) DEVOTIONS
Tues 24 Feb 9:15am Special Intention 1.00pm - 2:00pm
8.30am Peace in our Families
Wed 25 Feb , 4'OEO)I(>|T\(/I)?|-5|-!(())(;\IPM
2.30pm | REQUIEM MASS Ann Jessiman ' :
9:15am Winifred Maureen
DEVOTION
Thurs 26 Feb Hooson (A) OTIONS
1.00pm - 2:00pm
6.30pm STATIONS OF THE CROSS
8:30am In Thanksgiving
. FUNERAL . CAFOD FAMILY
Fri 27 Feb 11.00am SERVICE Rita Jones EAST DAY
7.00pm STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Sat 28 Feb 10:00am Frank Boggianno (LD)
9:30am Jim Dunn (BR)
2ND SUNDAY ST GREGORY’S
SUN 1 Mar OF LENT Mass of Welcome
6:30pm John Oswell (LD)
SUN 1 Mar 11:00am 2ND SUNDAY People of the Parish ST OSWALD'S

OF LENT

Mass of Welcome




