FUNERAL - FR LAURENCE MAYNE RIP
Fr Mayne’s body will be received into St Mary’s Church, Mount Pleasant, Chorley at 6:30pm
on Tuesday 30th September and will be followed by a Vigil Mass at 7:00pm to be celebrated
by Bishop Tom Williams. The Requiem Mass will be celebrated by Archbishop John
Sherrington on Wednesday 1st October at 12:00 noon at St Oswald’s followed by interment
in the cemetery. The family warmly welcome everyone to join them at a reception at St
Mary’s Parish Centre, Devonshire Rd Chorley after the interment. Donations in memory of
Fr Mayne will be in aid of Mary’s Meals.

CAFOD FAMILY FAST DAY APPEAL

Friday October 3rd is Harvest Fast Day and a day of prayer for justice and peace in the world.

Please use the CAFOD envelope and place in the box provided at the back of the church or
alternatively you can donate online at cafod.org.uk/envelope or call 0303 303 3030. You can
also text CAFOD to 70560 to donate £10. Thank you for your support.

BAPTISMS

Today we welcome in Baptism at St Gregory’s
Sonny Andrew Collinson
Please keep him and his family in your
prayers as they start out on their faith journey.

A MESSAGE FROM FR PETER
As | prepare to move and take up my new appointment, | would like to take a moment to
give thanks to God for the gift that my time amongst you has been. Although | have only
been here for a short time, these last 10 months have been a blessed time for me (and |
hope you too). The care that you have shown to me and to one another is truly a sharing
in the goodness of God himself. Be assured of my continued love and prayers.
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WEEKLY COLLECTION
w/c 21st Sept 2025

Gift Aid: £106.20
Loose Plate: £362.57
Standing Orders: £347.54

Sincere thanks for your kind and
generous weekly donations
which go towards the upkeep of
the church.

The Special Collection today is for
CAFOD

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH OF

St Gregory’s Weld Bank

Sunday 28th Sept 2025 - 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time, year C. P.941 (red) & P.968 (blue)

REFLECTION
All of the readings this Sunday are continuations of those
from last Sunday and centre on the day of God’s judgement.
Most importantly, they point to the end of the unjust and the
triumph and comfort of the poor and just. Today’s gospel puts
before us the abundance of the rich man versus the
poverty of Lazarus. He is lying at the rich man’s door with the
dogs as his only companions. The rich man simply steps over
Lazarus - he is so self-absorbed that Lazarus’ condition does
not affect him in any way. When both die, Lazarus inherits
eternal life with God, but the rich man doesn’t fare quite as
well. Only when he dies does he take notice of Lazarus, but by
then it’s too late. Our modern society and the wider world are
places of extremes — on one side of the coin there are the very
wealthy and on the other the desperately poor. In the media
we see and hear so many stories of people who have more
money, wealth and riches than they know what to do with and
conversely more and more we see those who are struggling
just to stay alive each day. Politicians tell us that our
economies are ‘recovering’ yet the number of food banks
and charity shops is growing daily. Many churches and
charities report that more people than ever are looking for
help and support just to provide the basic necessities of life.
Today’s gospel puts before us two very challenging questions:
How do | treat others, especially the poor and marginalised?
How do | respond when someone else asks for my help?
We hear the gospel every time we celebrate the Eucharist, but
its message about how we are to live as followers of Jesus
does not only come from scripture, it also comes through
those lying at our door, and through those who we see
begging on our streets. We only need to open our eyes to see
them and we only need to listen to them to help them.
The rich man did nothing either to or for Lazarus. His sin was
indifference. Every day, in countless small ways, we are asked
to look beyond our own needs and see where we can help
another person and make a difference. The choice of how to
respond is ours - we can either reach out in mercy and
compassion or we can walk away. Today, let us take some
time to consider: How will | respond?


cafod.org.uk/envelope

Please Pray for Our Brothers and Sisters Who are Sick

Dorothy Fairclough - Christine Zawistowicz - Paul McBeth - ElImo Allan - Teresa Abernethy
Shirley Langstrath - Jimmy Waddington - Paul Spedding - Susan Yates - Eileen Baldwin

Heal thy servants, O Lord, who are sick and send them comfort from thy holy place. Amen.
Please remember and keep in your prayers all those who have died recently
and all those whose anniversaries occur about this time.
Eternal rest, grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.
May they rest in peace. Amen.

MASS INTENTIONS & FEAST DAYS

PARISH NEWS & EVENTS

RED BOX MISSIONS
The (Red Box) Mission Mass will be held this afternoon Sunday 28th September 3.00 pm at
Our Lady & All Saints Church, Lancaster Lane, Parbold, Wigan WN8 7HS. The Mass will be
celebrated by Bishop Tom Neylon and will be followed by refreshments. All welcome.
ANNUAL MASS COUNT - WEEK 2
As part of the pastoral statistics that we compile every year, the total number attending
Mass in each parish is recorded over four successive weekends.
ARCHBISHOP EMERITUS MALCOLM

If people wish to pledge Masses, Rosaries, Novenas and/or financial donations to a spiritual
and material bouquet, please put your donations and commitments to prayer in the box
provided at the back of church. Thank you.
LIVE SIMPLY - BULB PLANTING
Live Simply in conjunction with the Children’s Liturgy group will be holding a children’s bulb
planting session on Sunday 5™ October after the 9.30 Mass at St Gregory's.

A ‘Finishing Touches’ Sale will take place on October 12th after the 9.30am Mass.
FAMILY AND GROUP STAY'S AT CASTLERIGG MANOR
Castlerigg Manor is a Retreat Centre in the Lake District, owned by the Diocese of Lancaster,
and they are opening their doors to family groups, individuals and other small groups once
again during October Half Term (Oct 27-31). A good option for anyone looking for a budget
get-away in a beautiful part of the country. Book at https://castleriggmanor.com/stay-with-
us/ or contact director@castleriggmanor.co.uk

MASS OF CREATION

The first Youth Mass of the academic year will be a Mass of Creation at St Gregory's on
Sunday 5 October at 6:30pm.

REFRESHMENTS
Refreshments will be served after Mass next Sunday at St Oswald’s. All are welcome.

> CARE FOR CREATION
‘The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden

to work it and take care of it’” — Genesis 2:15

Date Time Dedication Intention Notes
9:30am Michael Rothwell ,
SUN 28 Sept 26th SUNDAY IN DSaT i?f’?ao:rvfzr
P ORDINARY TIME yh y
6:30pm The People of the Parish the Harvest
ST OSWALD’S
26th SUNDAY IN oL
SUN 28 Sept 11:00am ORDINARY TIME Robert ‘Bob’ Hooson Day of Prayer for
the Harvest
) Ss Michael, In Thanksgiving to the
Mon 29 Sept 10:00am Gabriel & Raphael Guardian Angels
6:30pm RECEPTION DEVOTIONS
Tues 30 Sept (St Mary’s) & VIGIL MASS Fr Laurence Mayne 1:00pm - 2:00pm
12:00 HOLY HOUR
Wed 01 Oct hoon REQUIEM MASS Fr Laurence Mayne 4:00pm - 5:00pm
The Holy Guardian DEVOTIONS
Th 02 Oct NO MASS TODAY
urs ¢ Angels o SSTO 1:00pm - 2:00pm
. CAFOD
Fri 03 Oct NO MASS TODAY FAMILY EAST DAY
Sat 04 Oct 10:00am | St Francis of Assisi Mavis Porter (LD)
9:30am Mgr Michael McKenna ST GREGORY’S
SUN 05 Oct 27th SUNDAY IN Day of Prayer for
ORDINARY TIME JuZt‘ice & Izeace
6:30pm The People of the Parish
SUN 05 Oct 11:00am 27th SUNDAY IN Fr Laurence Mayne RIP ST OSWALD’S

ORDINARY TIME
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