
CHILDREN’S CORNER 

CONFIRMATION 
If you know of any child who is in Year 8 or above who is not in a Catholic school but would 

like to receive the sacrament of Confirmation, please register at liverpoolcalled.co.uk.  
Registration is open from Monday 13 January to Monday 17 March 2025. 

 
 

ARE YOU CONSIDERING BECOMING A CATHOLIC? 
If you are wishing to be received into the Church this Easter, would you please confirm  

with Fr Graeme as soon as possible as the preparation reflection will begin shortly.  
 
 

PARISH MEETING 
Sincere thanks to the parishioners from both parishes who attended the parish meeting on 
Tuesday evening. The minutes of the meeting will be available at a later date. Please note: 

There will be NO MORNING MASS ON MONDAY. As announced at the meeting,  Eucharistic 
Services will no longer replace Masses on the occasions that a priest is not available. 

 

Alternative Mass times: 
St Mary’s Chorley - 9:00am 

Sacred Heart - 9:15am 
 

 

‘LIVE SIMPLY’- HIDDEN TREASURES (SHARE THE LOVE ) SALE’ 
Our ‘Hidden Treasures (Share the Love) Sale will take place after the 9.30am Mass today. 

There will be a Live Simply meeting on Mon 3rd Feb at 7:00pm in the presbytery at St  
Gregory’s, anyone interested in helping the parish achieve the Live Simply award are  

welcome to attend. 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 
  Congratulations to Joan & Ron Charnley who celebrate their Diamond Wedding 
  Anniversary on the 6th February. We wish them every joy and God’s blessings 

on this very special occasion. 

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH OF 

St Gregory’s Weld Bank 

Sunday 2nd February - The Presentation of the Lord, Year C - P.978 (red) & P.1005 (blue) 

REFLECTION 
Today, we celebrate the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord, 
an ancient celebration, also known as Candlemas because, on 

this day, candles are blessed in many parishes to remind us 
that Jesus is the Light of the World. It recalls the day when 

Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to the Temple in Jerusalem to 
be presented to God. This event is rooted in Jewish tradition. 
According to the Law of Moses, every firstborn son belonged 
to God and Jewish parents were called to bring their sons to 

the Temple and offer a small sacrifice in thanksgiving. For 
Mary and Joseph, this was an offering of two doves, showing 

their humility. By bringing Jesus to the Temple, Mary and  
Joseph followed God’s law faithfully and through this act 

showed not only humility but obedience to God. The Church 
has celebrated the Presentation of the Lord for many  

centuries. In the early Church, people gathered in the evening 
for a candlelit procession, honouring Christ as the Light.  
February 2, exactly 40 days after Christmas, was chosen  

because of this tradition in Jewish law. It also marks the end 
of the Christmas season. The feast celebrates three main 

themes. Firstly, Jesus is recognised as the Light of the World, 
a light for all people. Secondly, it shows that Jesus came to 

fulfill the law, not to destroy it - he and his family obeyed the 
customs of their people. Finally, it honours the deep faith of 
Mary and Joseph, who followed God’s will at every step.  In 

the Temple that day were two holy people, Simeon and Anna. 
Simeon was a righteous man, promised by God that he would 
see the Messiah before he died. When he saw Jesus, he took 
him in his arms and praised God. He called Jesus a ‘light for  
revelation to the Gentiles and glory to Israel.’ Anna was a 
prophetess, an elderly widow who spent her days in the  

Temple, worshipping God through fasting and prayer. When 
she saw Jesus, she began to give thanks to God and spoke 
about Jesus to everyone around her. Anna’s joy and faith 
show her love for God and her understanding that Jesus 

would bring salvation. On Candlemas, the Church invites us to 
remember that Jesus brings light to our lives. Like Simeon and 
Anna, we are called to recognise Jesus in our world. We also 
look to Mary and Joseph as examples of faith and obedience. 

 

WEEKLY COLLECTION 
w/c 26th January 2025 

 

 

 

 

Gift Aid: £74.50 
Loose Plate: £400.66 
Standing Orders: £186.25 
 

 
 

Sincere thanks for your kind 
and generous weekly  
donations which go towards 
the upkeep of the church.  
 
 

The retiring collection today 
will be taken by the SVP 

 

ST GREGORY’S RC CHURCH 
Weldbank Lane 
Chorley, Lancs 

PR7 3NW 
Tel: 01257 262462 

 
 

PRIESTS 
Fr Graeme M. Dunne 

Fr Peter Murphy 
 
 

EMAIL: 
stgregory@rcaol.org.uk 

WEBSITE: 
www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk 

FACEBOOK: 
https://www.facebook.com/

pages/category/Religious-
Organization/St-Gregorys-

Weldbank-177113458975673/ 
 
 
 

ARCHDIOCESE OF LIVERPOOL 
Registered Charity No: 1199714 

 
 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 
Mon/Wed/Thurs 09:00 - 16:00 

 
 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR: 
Christine Booth 

 
 

SAFEGUARDING REP: 
Waiting Appointment 

https://liverpoolcalled.co.uk/


Please Pray for Our Brothers and Sisters Who are Sick  
 

Fr Laurence Mayne - Dorothy Fairclough - Christine Zawistowicz - Paul McBeth - Elmo Allan  
Sheila McGeown  - Teresa Abernethy  - Shirley Langstrath - Jimmy Waddington  - Paul Spedding 

Susan Yates - Mary Langton - Anne Boam  - James (Jim) Parkinson 
 

Heal thy servants, O Lord, who are sick and send them comfort from thy holy place. Amen. 
 

Please remember and keep in your prayers all those who have died recently and all those whose 
anniversaries occur about this time. 

 

Eternal rest, grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.   
May they rest in peace. Amen. 

 

 

 

PARISH NEWS & EVENTS 

JUBILEE PILGRIMAGES 
As part of the Jubilee celebration, the Archdiocese of Liverpool is organising a trip to Rome 

on 7-13 November 2025. Places will be allocated on a first-come-first-served basis. For more 
information, please contact Pat Murphy mpmmurphypat@aol.com. 

 

Those not fortunate enough to be able to visit the Holy City itself are encouraged to make 
our own pilgrimages throughout the Archdiocese.  

 To find out more, please visit:  
https://www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk/department/pastoral-development/jubilee 

 

 

JUBILEE EVENTS 
As a Pilgrim Church 2025, St Mary's Chorley welcomes Mike Pietrzyk, a guest speaker from 

the USA who will visit the parish twice. Monday 28th April (the day after the canonization of 
St Carlo Acutis in Rome) - the talk will be about Eucharistic Miracles (time to be announced). 
Saturday 3rd May at 3:00pm - talk about the secrets of the Shroud of Turin and the forensic  

evidence of The Shroud. Followed by confessions and Mass at 5:00 pm. All welcome. 

SCRIPTURE THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
‘Obey Me, and I will be your God’ 

Jeremiah 7:23 

MASS OF CELEBRATION  

OF THE MIRACULOUS CURE OF JACK TRAYNOR 
The Archbishop of Liverpool, Archbishop Malcolm McMahon OP invites you to a historic  

occasion for the Archdiocese of Liverpool as we celebrate the miraculous cure of Jack Traynor 
with Mass and a drinks reception on Tuesday 18th February at 7pm at the Metropolitan  

Cathedral. If you would like to attend, please fill in the form linked below. As it is expected 
that this will be a popular event, numbers need to be known in advance for both health & 

safety and catering purposes. To make it easier for more people from across our archdiocese 
to attend, we are looking into the prospect of sending free coaches from each deanery area. 
If you are interested in this, please let us know on this form so we can gauge interest from 
every area. Please include your contact details so we can get in touch with further details.  

 https://forms.office.com/e/U9Vg0WK4pW 

MASS INTENTIONS & FEAST DAYS 

Date Time Dedication Intention Notes 

SUN 02 Feb 

9:30am 
 
 
 

6:30pm 

THE  
PRESENTATION 
OF THE LORD 

Teresa Iddon (BR) 
 
 

Otto Heufler (LD) 

ST GREGORY’S 

SUN 02 Feb 11:00am 
THE  

PRESENTATION 
OF THE LORD 

People of the Parish ST OSWALD’S 

Mon 03 Feb  
St Blaise &  
St Ansgar 

NO MASS TODAY  

Tues 04 Feb 

 
9:15am  Alice Hart (F) 

DEVOTIONS 
1:00-2:00pm 

Wed 05 Feb 8:30am St Agatha 
Valerie Bretherton 

Herbert Spedding (BR) 
EXPOSITION 

4:00—5:00pm 

Thurs 06 Feb 9:15am 
St Paul Miki & 
Companions 

Margaret Coyle (F) 
DEVOTIONS 
1:00-2:00pm 

Fri 07 Feb 8:30am  
Shirley Taylor (LD) 

Derek Threlfall (A & BR) 
 

Sat 08 Feb 10:00am 
St Jerome  
Emiliani 

Mary Spedding (A) 
Fred & Bessie Fowler (A) 
Brian & Judi Fowler (GW) 

 

SUN 09 Feb 

9:30am 
 
 
 

6:30pm 

5TH SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY 

TIME 

Wulstan Barton (LD) 
Bryan Dougan (A & BR) 

 
Sally Connor (A) 

Anna-Marie Mawdesley (A) 

ST GREGORY’S 

SUN 09 Feb 11:00am 
5TH SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY 

TIME 
Sylvester Woods (F) ST OSWALD’S 

 

mailto:mpmmurphypat@aol.com
https://www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk/department/pastoral-development/jubilee
https://forms.office.com/e/U9Vg0WK4pW

