BAPTISM

Today we welcome in Baptism at St Gregory’s
Tristan Anthony Aplin Lépez de Llergo
Please keep him and his family in your prayers
as they start out on their faith journey.

CREATION MASS

For the first Youth Mass of the academic year, Holy Cross together
with the Live Simply Group at St Gregory's will host a Creation Mass,
on Sunday 6 October at 6:30pm. All are welcome to attend.

LIVE SIMPLY - GOOP NEWS
The wildflower garden is now in flower! Don’t forget to take a look as you go down the drive.

ANNUAL MASS COUNT

As part of the pastoral statistics that we compile every year, the total number attending
Mass in each parish will be recorded over four consecutive Sundays.

ST GREGORY'S SVP
The retiring collection today will be taken by the SVP.

ADVENT RETREAT 20224
Embark on a transformative journey this Advent with Heather Khym, cohost of the Abiding
Together podcast, as she extends a heartfelt invitation to embrace stillness and silence amid
life’s chaos, allowing God to dwell in the depths of your being. While the world moves at an
ever-faster pace, Heather encourages you to pull back from the hustle and create space for
our Saviour to come into every area of your life—to transform and heal it through his love.
For further details, please Email: stgregory@rcaol.org.uk or Tel: 01257 262462
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WEEKLY COLLECTION
w/c 29th September 2024

Gift Aid: £89.90
Loose Plate: £409.69
Standing Orders: £186.25

Sincere thanks for your kind
and generous weekly
donations which go towards
the upkeep of the church.

REFLECTION
In today’s Gospel Jesus talks about the very difficult issue of
divorce. At the time of Jesus, under specific conditions, divorce
was an accepted practice among the Jewish people, according to
the Law of Moses. This law permitted that a husband may
divorce his wife if he finds her to be indecent and this is the
justification that the Pharisees refer to when Jesus challenges
them about the commandment of Moses. Jesus quotes from the
Book of Genesis and counters that God’s original intention was
that men and women should become one flesh in marriage.
Jesus’s disciples question him further about this teaching on
divorce and he tells them that remarriage after divorce is
adultery - a teaching that was more restrictive than that of the
Pharisees, which permitted remarriage. Jesus also distinguished
his teaching from the cultural norms of his time by applying his
words equally to men and women whereas in Jewish culture, a
husband was permitted to divorce his wife, but wives were not
permitted to divorce their husband for any reason, including
adultery. Jesus’s teaching about divorce and remarriage can be a
challenging one for many people. The Church continues to
uphold the strong and positive teaching of Jesus that God
intends for a man and woman to make a lifelong commitment to
one another in the Sacrament of Marriage. However, we all
know people who entered into marriage in the firm belief that it
was a lifelong commitment but who for whatever reason have
found that commitment to be unliveable. The example of Jesus
teaches us that we are called to act with compassion and love in
our relationships with all, especially when people are hurting
because of difficulties in their relationships. Jesus didn’t say that
it was okay to criticise or judge those who go through the
painful experience of divorce or that people should stay in
untenable relationships - instead he speaks about the dignity,
goodness and blessedness of the union of those whom God has
joined together. The final part of today’s Gospel doesn’t seem to
be connected to the previous teaching about divorce, but when
read together they emphasise the importance of family. Among
the purposes of marriage is the raising of children. By welcoming
children and fostering their relationship with God, parents and
families bear witness to the Kingdom of God. Today, let us
pray especially that God will help and guide all those who are
experiencing difficulties either in their relationships or family life.
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Please Pray for Our Brothers and Sisters Who are Sick

Fr Laurence Mayne - Dorothy Fairclough - Christine Zawistowicz - Paul McBeth - ElImo Allan
Sheila McGeown - Teresa Abernethy - Shirley Langstrath - Jimmy Waddington - Paul Spedding
Susan Yates - Mary Langton - George Griffiths - Margaret Rossall - Teresa Joyce - Shirley Taylor
Heal thy servants, O Lord, who are sick and send them comfort from thy holy place. Amen.
Please remember and keep in your prayers all those who have died recently
and all those whose anniversaries occur about this time.

Eternal rest, grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.
May they rest in peace. Amen.

MASS INTENTIONS & FEAST DAYS

PARISH NEWS & EVENTS

CAFOD FAMILY FAST APPEAL
This year, CAFOD’s Harvest Family Fast Day will fall on Friday 4 October. This Harvest, we are
sharing the story of Daniel, a young carpenter in Goma, Democratic Republic of Congo.
Daniel is carving a better future for his family with the carpentry skills he learned in a training
centre which supports people in Goma to learn life-changing new skills, so everyone has the
opportunity to carve better futures for themselves.
Your kind donations will fund training, tools, equipment and safe spaces so more people like
Daniel can learn new skills and fulfil their God-given potential.
The collection will remain open until the end of October.
cafod.org.uk/envelope

PRAYER FOR PEACE IN THE HOLY LAND
For the past year, the Holy Land has been plunged into a vortex of violence and hatred
never seen or experienced before. The intensity and impact of the tragedies has been
Immense and sadly the violence, which has caused and is causing thousands of innocent
victims, has also found its way into political and social language and actions. On 7th October
we particularly remember those who were killed and the hostages taken a year ago. We pray
for the families of the bereaved and the hostages, and for the immediate release of those
hostages still held captive. Throughout the week, let us pray for an end to the escalating
retaliatory actions, an end to all violence in the area, a ceasefire and a genuine commitment
to a long term diplomatic solution so that the peoples of the different communities may live
in security and peace.

READERS TRAINING
Prayer, reflection, and practical reader training will be offered at the following:
Irenaeus, Waterloo, L22 1RD — Sat 19 October (10.00-13.00)
St Mary’s Community Centre, Leyland, PR25 1PD - Sat 2 November (10.00-13.00)
Please bring a packed lunch. For more information and to book your place please
email: pa.stmaryleyland@rcaol.org.uk

SCRIPTURE THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

‘If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness’
1John 1:9

Date Time Dedication Intention Notes
9:30am Mgr Michael McKenna ST GREGORY’S
27th Sunday of Hannah & John Slater
SUN 06 Oct Ordinary Time HARVEST
6:30pm Youth Mass - Creation SUNDAY
. g ; ST OSWALD’S
. 27th Sunday o
SUN 06 Oct 11:00am Ordinary Time LISCF HARVEST
SUNDAY
Mon 07 Oct 10:00am Our Lady Valerie Bretherton
of the Rosary
DEVOTION
Tues 08 Oct 9:15am Norma Pickford (LD) 1:00pmo_ goospm
) St John Henry . EXPOSITION
Wed 09 Oct 8:30am Newman Mgr Michael McKenna 4:00pm - 5:00pm
St Paulinus of
Thurs 10 Oct 9:15am York & St John *EUCHARISTIC SERVICE* DEVOTIONS
. 1:00pm - 2:00pm
Leonardi
Fri 11 Oct 8:30am St John XVIII EUCHARISTIC SERVICE ST GREGORY’S
Sat 12 Oct 10:00am St Wilfrid Bill Kendal (LD)
9:30am
Raymond Walmsley
SUN 13 Oct 28th Sunday of ST GREGORY’S
Ordinary Time ick
6:30pm Terence McCarric
SUN 13 Oct | 11:00am 28th Sunday of Annie Eastham (BR) ST OSWALD'S

Ordinary Time

Marie Turton (LD)
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