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ADVENT SERVICE OF RECONCILIATION 
There will be an Advent Service of Reconciliation next Sunday 14th December at 3:00pm. 

 

ADVENT SCRIPTURE SHARING 
Our Advent Scripture Sharing meeting will take place on Tuesday at 19, Grosvenor Road, 

Chorley at 11am. Come for a cuppa and an hour in the good company of parishioner friends 
and the Word of God. All welcome. 

 

LIVING WATERS FOODBANK - CHRISTMAS APPEAL 
Chorley Foodbank are urgently appealing for items for their Christmas food parcels which 

will be distributed to those families who are most in need. Items such as chocolate selection  
boxes, boxes of biscuits, tinned ham, tinned salmon, packets of stuffing, cranberry sauce & 
Christmas puddings etc. would be very  welcome. Please leave your items in the box in the 

church porch or at the presbytery. Thank you for your support. 
 

A CELEBRATION OF CHRISTMAS – SATURDAY 13 DECEMBER 
A Celebration of Christmas returns this year on Saturday 13 December with a night of  

musical cheer, guaranteed to get you into the festive spirit. Join the Metropolitan Cathedral 
Choir and some very special guests for what promises to be a magical event for all the  

family. Sing along to classic carols, enjoy traditional readings and celebrate Christmas in the 
glorious surroundings of the Metropolitan Cathedral. Tickets: £10 each/ £18 family,  

available from www.ticketsource.co.uk/metcathedral  

CHILDREN’S CORNER 

 

 

 

Today we welcome in Baptism at St Gregory’s 
Evelyn Mary Burgess 

Please keep her and her family in your  
prayers as they start out on their faith journey. 

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH OF 

St Gregory’s Weld Bank 

Sunday 7th Dec 2025 - 2nd Sunday of Advent, Year A   P.5 (red) & P.9 (blue) 

REFECTION 
There is something quite beautiful about all the lights that 
now shine and sparkle in our streets and shop windows,  

trying to catch our eye and get our attention. In our gospel 
this Sunday, John the Baptist is trying to do exactly the same 

thing as he too is trying to get our attention because he has an 
important message for us as we take another step on our  

Advent journey. John comes as a messenger in the wilderness 
not with just any old news, but with ‘good news’ for all to hear 

- he comes to us with a message of hope. John tells us that 
someone (Jesus) is coming and that he is far more powerful 
than him. He reminds us today as he did in the desert that 
God has not forgotten us or the promise that was made to 

generations before us; Jesus the Messiah is coming - not just 
into our world, but into our homes, our lives and our hearts. 

John came with a new message in a new place - normally  
people went to the temple or the synagogue to hear the word 
of God, but John was in neither of these places. He appeared 
and spoke in the wilderness of the desert and as the gospel 

tells us all the people of Judea and all the people of Jerusalem 
made their way to him. Through John, God is proclaiming a 

new message in a new way. Through the words and actions of 
Jesus, God breaks into our world and lives, in a new, life-giving 

and personal way. John the Baptist says to us; ‘I baptise you 
with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is 
mightier than I…..He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire’. We usually associate repentance more with the season 
of Lent. However, Advent also calls and challenges us to look 

at our lives and change whatever needs to be changed. An 
important aspect of our Advent journey and preparation is 
acknowledging that there are parts of our lives that need 

changing! As we focus our attention on so many other things 
during the lead up to Christmas, let us not forget that Advent 
isn’t simply something that happens ‘out there’ somewhere. 

Advent takes place deep within our hearts, our homes and our 
families; how we live our lives and through the daily activities 

in we which we engage. This week, let us all take some time to 
pray for and with each other, that we will do all we can to 

repent and prepare a way for the Lord. 

 
 
 

WEEKLY COLLECTION 
w/c 30th Nov 2025 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Gift Aid: £233.50 
Loose Plate: £358.34 
Standing Orders: £347.54 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Sincere thanks for your kind and 
generous weekly donations 
which go towards the upkeep of 
the church.  
 

 

 

ST GREGORY’S RC CHURCH 
Weldbank Lane 
Chorley, Lancs 

PR7 3NW 
Tel: 01257 262462 

 
 

PRIESTS 
Fr Graeme M. Dunne 

Fr Xavier Ho 
 
 

EMAIL: 
stgregory@rcaol.org.uk 

WEBSITE: 
www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk 

FACEBOOK: 
https://www.facebook.com/

pages/category/Religious-
Organization/St-Gregorys-

Weldbank-177113458975673/ 
 
 
 

ARCHDIOCESE OF LIVERPOOL 
Registered Charity No: 1199714 

 
 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 
Mon/Wed/Thurs 09:00 - 16:00 

 
 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR: 
Christine Booth 

 
 

SAFEGUARDING REP: 
Sharon Hobin 

http://www.ticketsource.uk/metcathedral


Please Pray for Our Brothers and Sisters Who are Sick  
 

Dorothy Fairclough - Christine Zawistowicz - Paul McBeth - Elmo Allan - Teresa Abernethy 
Shirley Langstrath  - Jimmy Waddington - Paul Spedding - Susan Yates - Eileen Baldwin  

 

Heal thy servants, O Lord, who are sick and send them comfort from thy holy place. Amen. 
 

Please remember and keep in your prayers all those who have died recently,  
and all those whose anniversaries occur about this time. 

 

Eternal rest, grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.   
May they rest in peace. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CHRISTMAS MASSES 
All our Christmas Masses will be offered for the intentions of those on our Parish Christmas 
List and the People of the Parish. Christmas List forms are available at the back of church. 

Please return your requests by Monday 22nd December if you wish us to include your 
 intentions. Mass offerings will be donated to ‘Mary’s Meals’, a charity which provides  

life-changing meals to some of the world’s poorest children. 
 
 

CHRISTMAS MASS/SERVICE TIMES 2025 
3rd Sunday of Advent (St Gregory’s) 3:00pm Service of Advent Reconciliation 
Christmas Eve (St Oswald’s)  7:00pm  1st Mass of Christmas (with carols from 6:30pm) 
Christmas Eve (St Gregory’s)  8:00pm 1st Mass of Christmas (with carols from 7:30pm) 
Christmas Day (St Gregory’s) 9:30am The Nativity of the Lord 
Christmas Day (St Oswald’s) 11:00am  The Nativity of the Lord 
Boxing Day (St Gregory’s)  11:00am  Feast of St Stephen (Altar Servers) 

 

APPEAL FOR DONATIONS TO THE UKRAINIAN HUB 
Winter is approaching fast, and we have seen a change in the weather, as we remember the 

long hot summer and dry autumn. The people of Ukraine are facing another bitterly cold, 
snowy winter. Electricity distribution centres are being targeted and destroyed purposely. 

Please look in your cupboards for candles, warm socks, gloves and hats (adult and children’s), 
thermal clothing, coats and jumpers you don’t need anymore, female hygiene items,  

plasters, bandages, paracetamols, cough mixtures (adult and children). It will all be very 
much appreciated and a good way to help these desperate poor people who are suffering so 

much.  Please take your donations to the Ukrainian Hub, which was the White Hart pub 
near Chorley police station. Wednesday 2-4pm and Sat 10.00-12.00 noon.  

 
 

'LIVE SIMPLY' QUOTE  FOR ADVENT  
‘Mary sustains our journey toward Christmas, for she teaches us how to live  

this Advent season in expectation of the Lord’ 
Pope Francis 

PARISH NEWS & EVENTS 

SCRIPTURE THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
‘Be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord’ 

Psalm 27:14 

MASS INTENTIONS & FEAST DAYS 

Date Time Dedication Intention Notes 

SUN 07 Dec 

9:30am 
 
 

6:30pm 

2ND SUNDAY OF 
ADVENT 

John & Elizabeth  
Watmough (A) 
Tony Brown (A) 

 
Neville Evans 

ST GREGORY’S 

SUN 07 Dec 11:00am 
2ND SUNDAY OF 

ADVENT 
The People of the Parish ST OSWALD’S 

Mon 08 Dec 10:00am 
The Immaculate 

Conception 

Special Intentions 
Our Lady of Lourdes 
St Francis of Assisi 

 

Tues 09 Dec 
 

9:15am St Juan Diego 
Michael Rothwell (BR) 

Paul Eastham (A) 
DEVOTIONS 

1:00pm - 2:00pm 

Wed 10 Dec 8:30am Our Lady of Loreto Peter Eccles 
HOLY HOUR  

4:00pm—5:00pm 

Thurs 11 Dec 9:15am St Damasus Annie Eastham (A) 
DEVOTIONS 

1:00pm - 2:00pm 

Fri 12 Dec 8:30am 
Our Lady of  
Guadalupe 

LISCF  

Sat 13 Dec 10:00am St Lucy 
Margaret Dearden (A) 

John Salmon (LD) 
 

SUN 14 Dec 

9:30am 
 
 

3:00pm 
 
 

6:30pm 

3RD SUNDAY OF 
ADVENT 

James Critchley (A) 
Teresa Hamer (A) 

 
ADVENT SERVICE OF 

RECONCILIATION 
 

People of the Parish 

 
ST GREGORY’S 

 
 

SUN 14 Dec 11:00am 
3RD SUNDAY OF 

ADVENT 
Special Intention ST OSWALD’S 

 


