
Fourth  Sunday of Advent   -   18th December  2016 
 
Sunday 18

th
 December          Weekday Masses 

9.30am    Joseph Robinson & Cyril Iddon (A)      Mon. 8.30am   Fishwick Family 
11.00am  Cyril Moss (A)         2.30pm   Funeral Service Neil Amatt 
6.30pm    Frank Smith                               Tues.    8.30am   Fr. Richard Firth 
                     St. Peter Canisius          Wed. 8.30am   Evan Critchley (A) 
          12:30pm Funeral Service M. Birchall 
                                  Thurs. 8.30am   Catherine & Cecil De Lacy 
       St. John Of Kanty          Fri. 8.30am   Maureen Lucas (A) 
          Sat.       8.00pm  Christmas List 
 
Sunday 25

th
 December, Christmas Day  

8.00pm      Christmas Eve – Christmas List  Service of Reconciliation: Sunday 18
th

 Dec. 3pm      
9.30am      Austin McManus     For times of the reconcilitation services at other churches and 
11.00am    Parishioners     the times of our Christmas services please see the front page. 
       Weekly confession: Saturday after morning mass            
       Rosary: 20 minutes before weekday mass 
        
Please Pray For Our Sick Brothers And Sisters   
Kitty Ellison    Jayne Hodge    Kathleen Reynolds    Brigid Cain  Mary Patten  Agnes  Martindale  Robert  Stretton  
Hilda Haworth    Mildred Bridge    Margaret Wood    Harold Sutton    Margaret Bower   Thomas Moss  Gerard Baker  
Hugh Daly    Margaret Dearden    Maureen Jackson    Dorothy McDonald (Howarth)    Maureen McIver    Bill Burns  
Lois Chiasson  Gerard McGuigan  Moya Jones    Teresa Kershaw    Ken Ball  Raymond Chiasson   Teresa Critchley   
 

Sadly we record the death of three parishioners: Neil Amatt died on 13
th

 Dec. Martyn Birchall died on 13
th

 also, please see above for 
their funeral services. Hazel Lee died on the 12

th 
and her requiem Mass will be celebrated on 3

rd
 January. We offer our prayers for 

them all and their families. May they rest in peace.    
 
Christmas Masses 

A number of people like to have a Christmas Mass offered for loved ones. In the past I have offered one Mass for parishioners and 
the others for a Christmas list of people who parishioners put forward. Any donations for those on the Christmas list is sent off to 
charity. The list is put up on the notice board, but names are not read out. (This year, by mistake, I accepted a single mass intention 
for Christmas Day which I wouldn’t normally do, but the Mass on Christmas Eve will be for the Christmas list.) 
 
Christmas Posters 

These have arrived and are at the back of church. Do pick one up and put it in your window, to ‘keep Christ in Christmas’. 
 
Roadside Crib 

Thanks to Frank and all the team for setting up our roadside crib, not an easy job in the rain when the electrics are playing up! But it 
is well worth the effort, as our lovely crib, together with the star which shines from the tower of our church reminds passers-by of the 
Christmas story, the true meaning behind all the hustle and bustle and commercialism at this time of year. 
 
St. Gregory’s School Carol Service  

A big thank-you to the children, and the staff of our school for a most moving presentation of the Christmas story. It was a pleasure to 
be there and I am sure all those who attended were filled with Joy & Peace at the end.  
 
Holy Cross School Mass 

The voluntary Advent Mass for the school has been moved back to the school because too many of the young people have 
volunteered to attend! Now that’s a heart-warming thought for Christmas! 
 
Christmas Cards 

St. Gregory’s own Christmas cards are still on sale at the back of church in the card rack, 65p each. 
 
Baptism 

Today we welcome in Baptism Matilda and Alexander Sawe and Sapphire Lily Copenhall. May the Lord bless them and their families. 
Today’s baptisms are the last for this year, 46 in total. We thank God for the gift of new life in his Church, and thank the parents who 
with faith have brought their children for baptism. This is the first step in their Faith journey, and we all continue to pray for them. 
 
Collection  

Thank you very much for last week’s collection of  £1,124. 
 
CAFOD Fun Run 

If you need a post-Christmas day out in the fresh air, join the annual CAFOD Fun Run on Tuesdy 27
th

 December, supporting a great 
cause whilst enjoying yourself – walk, run or toddle the 3k or 7k routes. Event details on cafod.org.uk/Events/Liverpool-Fun-Run2 . 
 

Ministering to the Assembly 
Counters     19

th
 December David Chadwick and Pauline Turner 

Rotas         25
th
 December, Christmas Day 

S.A.S.     Margaret Scard 
Dial a Ride    Taxi Service    
Readers    as arranged 
Ministers    as arranged 
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Children’s Corner 
 

     

Saint of the Week 
 

St. John of Kanty 

Born in Poland in 1390. St. John was not only 
an example of great learning and erudition, 
but also of remarkable charity and holiness. 
As a priest he lectured at university and lived 

an austere life in solidarity with the poor. As 
some people were envious of his reputation, 
he was removed from his post but spent eight 
more years serving a parish. 
He taught his students: Fight 
all error, but with kindness, 
good humor and love. Harsh 

ness will damage your soul.. 

 
 
                                                        
 

The Parish Office is staffed on 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday from  

9.00am to 13.00pm. 
 

Website www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk 
Telephone 01257 262462 

e-mail stgregorys.weldbank@btinternet.com 

Christmas Services at St. Gregory’s 
 

Service of Reconciliation  

Sunday 18th  Dec.       3:00pm St. Gregory’s 

Monday 19
th  Dec.        7:00pm Sacred Heart 

Wednesday 21st Dec.  7:00pm St. Mary’s 

 

Christmas Eve 

7:30pm       Carols in the church 

8:00pm       First Mass of Christmas 
 

Christmas Day, Sunday 

9:30am Children’s Mass 

11:00am Sung Mass 
 

St. Stephen’s Day (Boxing Day) 

11:00am  Guild of St. Stephen (Altar Servers) 
 

Feast of the Holy Family (27th Dec.) 

10:00am 
 

Morning Mass during the rest of the week will 

be at 10:00am. 
 

New Year’s Day – Mary, Mother of God 

Sunday 

9:30am     11:00am      6:30am 

 

The Epiphany of the Lord, Sunday 7th Jan. 

9:30am     11:00am      6:30am  
 

 

 

 

 

Reflection 
 
There is a great sense of expectancy as we enter into this last 
stage of Advent. ‘Come, O come, Emmanuel....’  
But the Lord does not come, as it were, for a casual visit. It is 
a decisive intervention: He comes to save us! From what? Are 
we in grave danger? Yes. At times we are aware of it, at times 
not. He intervenes because he sees our selfishness, our 
indifference to those who suffer or who are in need, our 
hatred, our divisions. The heart of humanity is sick. Moved by 
pity, He comes towards the one he has made, and who he 
does not want to be lost.  ‘He will come and save you’ as Isiah 
prophesied.  
But it is not the historical Jesus who will come and sort out our 
problems, but Jesus in us as human beings, all of us as 
members of his Mystical Body.  
The ongoing destruction of the city of  Aleppo and the 
unspeakable suffering of its inhabitants remind us that we 
depend on God and need to grasp his outstretched hand, but 
also that we need to do what we can to bring about the peace 
on earth which the angels promised at the first Christmas.  
 
‘Hear our voice, Father, for it is the voice of the victims of wars 
and violence among individuals and nations. 
Hear our voice, Father, for it is the voice of all children who 
suffer when people put their faith in weapons and war. 
Hear my voice when I beg You to install into human hearts the 
wisdom of peace, the strength of justice, the joy of friendship. 
Hear my voice, for I speak for all those who do not want war 
and are ready to walk the road of peace. 
Hear my voice and help me to respond to hatred with love, to 
injustice with dedication to justice, to need with sharing of self. 
O God, hear my voice and grant unto the world your 
everlasting peace. Amen’ 
(Pope St. John Paul II) 
 
‘Peace is the only battle worth waging’ (Albert Camus) 
 

 


