
St. Gregory’s Open Parish Meeting, Wed. 5th October 2016  7:00pm 

Around 70 parishioners were present. Starting with tea and coffee, Our Lord’s prayer and a 

prayer to St. Gregory, Fr. Graeme Dunne welcomed and complimented everybody on the 

high turn-out (plus apologies received) and explained the twofold purpose of the meeting:  

for him to gather information on parish groups/activities/numbers/support needed, and to 

share some general information at the start of his ministry here. 

20 groups of voluntary parish services/ministries and approximate membership were 

identified, most of them welcoming more members, which will be actively encouraged: the 

more volunteers the less ‘burdensome’ the service is for each person. Fr. Graeme is 

planning individual group meetings as and when necessary, whilst wishing to mention 

immediately the following general points on Sacramental Preparation:  

First Confession and Holy Communion – preparation for these is in good catechetical hands, 

working in collaboration with the primary school. 

Confirmation – the Archbishop has moved confirmation back into the teenage years, hence 

there will be no school confirmations for 4 years. However, as there may be some children at 

Holy Cross who have not yet been confirmed, as well as some adults in the parish, if a group 

of 12 or more come together, we will ask the Archbishop to celebrate this sacrament with us 

before then. 

Baptism – There is an existing group which had developed a baptism preparation 

programme which has lately not been implemented but will be taken up again, possibly with 

a Mass of Welcome for parents three or four times a year and the gift of a bible, plus one 

session explaining the symbols and proceedings of the baptism to new parents. 

Receiving the Eucharist under both kinds, which Fr. Graeme introduced from the first mass 

he celebrated with us, was highlighted as an innovation for our parish and Fr. Graeme 

explained this was something close to his heart and necessary from his understanding of the 

mysteries of the Eucharist. To implement this, three ministers need to be incorporated in the 

Sunday morning mass rotas, which means one additional minister to the current rota, which 

Edward is kindly organising. Fr. Graeme is taking in hand the weekday and Sunday evening 

mass rotas. A separate meeting with ministers will be arranged soon. 

Day off – In order to relax and recharge Fr. Graeme requests a 24 hour period per week 

away from the parish and suggests Friday (from after the morning mass, with flexibility to 

allow for school functions etc.) as a suitable day. This has implications for the Saturday 

8:30am mass and alternatives were discussed (changing the mass time, introducing a 

Saturday evening mass, Eucharistic Service…). As a trial run, Saturday morning mass will 

be at 10am from 15th October. A Saturday evening mass was discussed, but as there are 

already many in Chorley, and our 6:30pm on the Sunday is the last Sunday Mass and 

popular, no change was thought best option. 

Morning Requiem Masses – in future on days when there is a requiem in the morning, this 

will be the only morning mass (no separate early morning mass) both to help the priest, and 

because parishioners' attendance supports the bereaved family.  

Security  

Presbytery Toilet - To allow the door opposite the presbytery kitchen to be locked from the 

inside, can parishioners who use the large meeting room please access the toilet through 

the outside door across the little courtyard. 

Front door keys have been widely distributed without a record being kept. Please let the 



office know if you have a key, and please note that when the porch is replaced (the wood is 

too rotten to repair), the locks will need to be changed. 

Mass of Induction of Father Graeme Dunne, Thursday 24th November evening – Archbishop 

Malcolm McMahon will preside over the service which will be ‘parish led’ and confirmed by 

the Archbishop. It is hoped that many parishioners will be involved in preparing for this 

special event.  

Sunday refreshments after Mass - Fr. Graeme was surprised that this was not a regular 

event and could see it as a natural progression for our flourishing parish community.  

Previous attempts at establishing it will be resumed, the Youth Group have offered to 

organise it once a month and if there are more than 30 cups to wash up, the new parish 

priest has volunteered! 

Additional questions – the above points were discussed and clarified, and in addition the 

following: 

Confession – yes, if suitable possibly on Saturdays from 10:45 to 11:30 

Reconciliation Service – will remain during Advent and Lent, in a ‘sinner friendly’ format 

A really really big Christmas tree – can we keep up the tradition please? Yes! 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Quarant’ Ore – yes, to be encouraged 

Singing – Fr. Graeme was requested to join in (with the choir?) and will oblige as far as 

possible 

For the future – A Bible Reflection/Faith Sharing group would be nice to have, facilitated on a 

rota basis 

Summary and conclusion – With the exception of offering Holy Communion under both kinds 

Fr. Graeme will go with the flow, in terms of what and how things have been done so far. 

Any suggestions are just that – suggestions offered to the parish community. With thanks to 

everyone for their openness, honest comments and attendance the meeting closed with a 

prayer to Our Lady. 

 


