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	Department Curriculum Overview Document 

	
	At the end of each cycle  what knowledge and skills do students need to be secure with to make progress to the next stage of their learning in your subject? 

	Year 7
	Cycle  1
	Cycle  2
	Cycle  3
	TRANSFER skills/links to end points

	What do students need to know and understand by the end of each cycle  to progress to the next stage?  
	Module titles:
1a) Creation and Covenant. 
1b) Prophecy and Promise. 

Assessments: 
KA1: Can you be Catholic and agree with scientific understandings of the Creation of the universe? 
KA2: Creative assessment: “Speak like a steward”. 
KA3: Biblical interpretation – Creatively responding. 
	Module titles:
2a) Galilee to Jerusalem.
2b) Desert to Garden.

Assessments:
KA1: “No action is truly selfless” – Virtue Signaling, Philanthropy and Green Washing. 
KA2: “Speak like a Jesuit vocations director” – TV or Radio advert. 
KA3: The Digital Religion project – inspired by Blessed Carlo Acutis. 

	Module titles:
3a) To the ends of the earth.
3b) Dialogue and Encounter.

Assessments:
KA1: End of year full exam – assessing all elements of the year. 
KA2: Creative assessment on confirmation. 
KA3: “Speak like a …Hinduism Holidays Travel Agent” – presenting a Hindu Festival. 

	*The ability to…

Students should be able to: 

-Identify key Catholic beliefs. 
-Explain how these beliefs impact the way they worship and how they live out their lives. 
-Students should be able to refer to Biblical texts, teachings of the Pope and the Catechism. 
-Students should be able to judge the strengths and weaknesses of key religious quotes and teachings. 
-Understand key Hindu beliefs and practices and identify the challenges of being Hindu in modern Britain today.






	Ambition for all: what non-negotiable knowledge must all students learn, regardless of their starting points?  
	Understand:
-That there are literal and liberal interpretations of Genesis 1 and 2. 
-The impact of Genesis 1 and 2 upon believers today. 
-Religious understandings of the Big Bang and Evolution. 
-What is prayer and how can it impact Catholics today? 
-What is stewardship and why is it important to be stewards today?
-Why is the Bible so important and how do Christians and other religions respect the sanctity of scripture?

Discern:
-Are Religion and Science compatible in their understandings of the creation of the universe? 
- How can we be inspired by St. Francis of Assisi to be stewards of the earth?
Respond:
-Value the dignity of everyone as made ‘imago dei’. 
-Conduct several acts of stewardship. 
-Reflect on how scripture inspires and influences them. 
	Understand:
-How Jesus is portrayed from both a High and Low Christological perspective in Art and the Media.
-How Jesus is presented to us in the Nicene Creed.
-What is meant by the Holy Trinity and the roles they perform. 
-What are the 7 sacraments and what is meant by ‘the Eucharist as source and summit’? 
-Who is Blessed Carlo Acutis and how was he devoted to the Eucharist? 

Discern:
-How do Jesuits live a life of humble service to others? 
-Investigate the life of Blessed Carlo Acutis. 

Respond:
-Examine our own outwardly virtuous behaviour and consider whether it is self-serving or selfless. 
-Reflect upon how we can be inspired by Blessed Carlo Acutis.
	Understand:
-What is the significance of the Holy Spirit in the Gospel of Luke and in the Acts of the Apostles? 
- What role does the Holy Spirit play in the Holy Trinity? 
- What is the Sacrament of Confirmation and how does it impact us today? 
-Why is Pentecost so important to Catholics today? 
- What do Hindus believe about the nature of God? 
-How do Hindus worship? 
- What are the key festivals that Hindus celebrate? 
-What does it mean to be Hindu today?

Discern:
-How do Catholics celebrate Pentecost around the world today? 
-Does social media lead to envy and jealousy today? 
-What are the similarities and differences between Catholicism and Hinduism today? 
Respond:
-Identify how the Holy Spirit is active in our life today? 
-Reflect upon how God might be calling us to use our spiritual gifts today. 
	Bridging Unit into Y8

Preparation for end of year 7 Mass at St. James’ RC church. 

	                                  Faith                                   Learning                             Attitude                         Mutual Respect                         Enrichment 

	Year 8
	Cycle  1
	Cycle  2
	Cycle  3
	TRANSFER skills/links to end points

	What do students need to know and understand by the end of each cycle  to progress to the next stage?  
	Module titles:
1a) Creation and Covenant. 
1b) Prophecy and Promise. 

Assessments: 

KA1: Speaking and Listening presentation: Are the 10 commandments still relevant today?
KA2: Vocation Spotlight: Become a Military Padre Advert.
KA3: Musical Key Assessment: Modern Prophets – a new Band Aid inspired song for a social cause of your choice. 

	Module titles:
2a) Galilee to Jerusalem.
2b) Desert to Garden.

Assessments:

KA1: Essay questions on how Jesus stood up for the marginalised and how the Redemptorists work to support those living in prisons around the world. 
KA2: Spirited Arts challenge – Hunger cloth creation inspired by Jesus’ teaching on loving the marginalised. 
KA3:Creative Assessment: Confession App – the importance of the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
	Module titles:
3a) To the ends of the earth.
3b) Dialogue and Encounter.

Assessments:

KA1: End of year full exam – assessing all elements of the year.
KA2:Speaking and Listening Assessment: Beliefs about Life After Death – a comparison of Catholic belief against one other World Religion of their choice. 
KA3: Written and Artistic reflection: What does it mean to be Muslim today? 
	*The ability to…

Students should be able to: 

-Identify key Catholic beliefs. 
-Explain how these beliefs impact the way they worship and how they live out their lives. 
-Students should be able to refer to Biblical texts, teachings of the Pope and the Catechism. 
-Students should be able to judge the strengths and weaknesses of key religious quotes and teachings. 
-Understand key Islamic beliefs and practices and identify the challenges of being Muslim in modern Britain today.







	Ambition for all: what non-negotiable knowledge must all students learn, regardless of their starting points?  
	Understand:
-What is meant by Sin, Free Will and the Fall?
-What is meant by covenant and the Sinai Covenant? 
-Do we have a conscience? 
-What is conscientious objection and who was Private Desmond Doss?
-What is the Sacrament of Baptism, what are its origins and how does it impact our lives as Catholics today?
-What does it mean to be a prophet of God and how have key prophets followed God’s call? 
-How are we called to be prophets through our own Baptism? 
Discern:
-Consider the claim that the baptism of babies makes no sense as they are not guilty of any personal sins. 
-Investigate the application of the Ten Commandments in the contemporary world, assessing the extent to which they are still relevant today. 
-Investigate the life of a person who spoke the truth, for truth’s sake, at great cost to themselves. 
Respond:
- Reflect upon the life of someone who stood up for their religious beliefs. (Private Desmond Doss).
-Reflect upon the Advent traditions of their own family and culture. 
	Understand:
-What does Jesus teach about the importance of supporting those on the margins of society? 
-What do the miracles and the signs in the Gospels reveal about the person of Jesus?
-What is meant by the Sacrament of the Sick and how does it impact us as Catholics today? 
-What do the Old and New Testament scriptures teach us about the purpose of suffering? 
-How and why do Christians practise the disciplines of fasting, almsgiving and prayer, particularly during the season of Lent? 
-What is the Sacrament of Reconciliation and how can it impact Catholics today? 

Discern:
-Has science disproved the validity of miracles? 
-What are Hunger cloths and what do they symbolise? 


Respond:
-Explore the work of organisations dedicated to reaching out to marginalised people (such as the Redemptorists).
-Reflect on an example of when challenges and difficulties have led to personal growth.
-Explore the work of organisations dedicated to helping people to die well and consider ways in which we could support  their work. 
	Understand:
-What happened at Jesus’ resurrection?
-What do Catholics believe happens when we die? 
-What happens at a Catholic funeral? 
-How is Baptism necessary for Salvation?
-What are the key beliefs of Islam?
-What is the nature of Allah in Islam?
-What are the 5 pillars of Islam? 
-What are the key rites of passage in Islam? 
-What are the key features of a Mosque and what role does the Mosque play in the community?

Discern:
-Consider the claim that human beings are merely physical and do not have souls. 
-Investigate how funerals are celebrated around the world. 
-Explore the challenges of following  the 5 pillars of Islam.

Respond
-Investigate popular beliefs about what happens to a person when they die? 
-Reflect upon their own experience of visiting the graves of loved ones and the reasons why human beings treat the remains of their dead loved ones with respect. 
-Interview a member of the Islamic faith about their beliefs and practices and reflect upon what they have learned. 
	Bridging Unit into Y9

Preparation for the end of Year 8 Celebration of the Word to celebrate their spiritual journey through Year 8.

	                                  Faith                                   Learning                             Attitude                         Mutual Respect                         Enrichment 

	Year 9
	Cycle  1
	Cycle  2
	Cycle  3
	TRANSFER skills/links to end points

	What do students need to know and understand by the end of each cycle  to progress to the next stage?  
	Module titles:
1a) Creation and Covenant. 
1b) Prophecy and Promise. 

Assessments: 
KA1: Creative Assessment challenge: Designing your own Marriage Guidance course. 
KA2: Project challenge: Presenting an inspirational woman from the Old Testament and how she is a model of faith and calling. 
KA3: Essay question on the importance of the Virgin Mary in modern Catholic thought. 
	Module titles:
2a) Galilee to Jerusalem.
2b) Desert to Garden.

Assessments:
KA1: Essay question – “Women should be allowed to become Catholic priests”. Discuss. 
KA2: Spiritual reflection: What is vocation, what do you feel called to do in your life and how can we be better disciples of Christ? 
KA3: Creative Assessment challenge: Create your own symbol of reconciliation. 
	Module titles:
3a) To the ends of the earth.
3b) Dialogue and Encounter.

Assessments:
KA1: End of Year 9 exam – assessing learning from across the full year.
KA2: Creative Assessment – What role do Angels play in our lives and in our Church today?
KA3: Reflective log: What does it mean to be Sikh today? A journal over time of your exploration of the key beliefs and practices of being a Sikh today. 
	*The ability to…

Students should be able to: 

-Identify key Catholic beliefs. 
-Explain how these beliefs impact the way they worship and how they live out their lives. 
-Students should be able to refer to Biblical texts, teachings of the Pope and the Catechism. 
-Students should be able to judge the strengths and weaknesses of key religious quotes and teachings. 
-Understand key Sikh beliefs and practices and identify the challenges of being Sikh in modern Britain today






	Ambition for all: what non-negotiable knowledge must all students learn, regardless of their starting points?  
	Understand:
-That every human being has an inalienable dignity as shown in Genesis 1 and 2. 
-That men and women have an equal personal dignity as shown in Genesis 1 and 2. 
-Understand the nature of purpose of the Sacrament of matrimony in the Catholic faith, exploring the importance of marriage in both Genesis and in Jesus’ teachings in Mark 10: 1-12. 
-What happens during the Sacrament of Matrimony, how Catholics prepare for the sacrament and why it is described as ‘a sacrament at the service of communion’. 
-Who is the Blessed Virgin Mary, why is she so important and how do Catholics venerate her? 
-How women of the Old Testament ‘kept alive the hope of Israel’s salvation’.
Discern:
-Consider the claim that no-one can make a promise that binds them for life. 
-Consider the claim that human life begins at conception. 
-Investigate the life and work of a woman who be described as one of the ‘women of the Magnificat’. 
Respond:
-Create a piece of art, song, drama or media that promotes the concept of imago dei. 
-Consider how they could be a person of the Magnificat. 
	Understand:
-What is the nature of true discipleship in the Gospel according to St. Mark. 
-What did St. John Henry Newman teach about the nature of vocation? 
-What is meant by the Sacrament of Holy Orders and how are we all called to our own vocation in our spiritual journey?
-What was the importance of Herod’s Temple at the time of Jesus? 
-What role did the High Priest play in the Day of Atonement in ancient Judaism? 
-How does Jesus’ sacrifice overcome sin-related divisions in Matthew 27:51 and Galatians 3:28. 

Discern:
-Should we ordain women? 
-How are different religious orders called to live out Jesus’ message today? 
-Are some actions too awful to be forgiven?
-How do different Christian organisations work to achieve peace without attending to justice?

Respond:
-Reflect upon what our own vocation might be. 
-Consider ways in which they could be better disciples of Jesus today.
-Create their own symbol of reconciliation. 
	Understand:
-What is meant by ‘the Church as the communion of saints’? 
-What is the difference between the ‘Church on Earth’ and the ‘Church in heaven’? 
-How do angels and saints belong in the Liturgy and other popular devotions? 
-What are the key beliefs of Sikhism? 
-Who is Guru Nanak and how is he an example for all Sikhs today? 
-What is the importance of the Guru Granth Sahib today? 
-How do Sikhs practice their religion and what do they believe happens when they die?

Discern:
-What roles do Angels play in the world and our lives today?
-Consider the claim that Christ, rather than Bishops, priests and deacons is the only spiritual authority a Christian can accept. 
-Consider the claim that praying to saints is worshipping saints. 
-Consider the impact that Sikhs have in their local communities.
-Consider the benefits and challenges of being a Sikh in the North East today.

Respond:
-Reflect upon how people connect with saints around the world today. 
-Interview a member of the Sikh community and reflect upon what you learn about lived Sikhism. Some of you will also have the chance to visit the local Sikh Gurdwara in Newcastle. 
	Bridging Unit into Y10

Preparation for the end of Year 9 Celebration of the Word to celebrate their spiritual journey through Year 9.

Year 9 Relationships and Sex Education lessons x 3 lessons delivered by RE specialists. 
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	Year 10
	Cycle  1
	Cycle  2
	Cycle  3
	Exceptional performance/links to end points

	What do students need to know and understand by the end of each cycle  to progress to the next stage?  
	EDUQAS Route B: Roman Catholic Theology:
Paper 1: Foundational Catholic Theology
Module title: Origins and Meanings

Assessments: 

KA1: Key Skill A word test + Biblical Interpretation.
KA2: Abortion, Creation and Stewardship. 
KA3: Charity, inter-faith dialogue and religious art.  

	EDUQAS Route B: Roman Catholic Theology:
Paper 1: Foundational Catholic Theology
Module title: Good and Evil

Assessments: 

KA1: Key Skill A word test + the Fall of mankind. 
KA2: Theodicies
KA3: Pilgrimage, the Rosary and religious art. 

	EDUQAS Route B: World Religion
Paper 3: Judaism 
Module titles: Judaism: Beliefs and Practices 

Assessments: 

KA1: Key Skill A word test + the nature of YHWH + Prophets Abraham and Moses. 
KA2: FCT mock examination – Origins and Meanings and Good and Evil.
KA3: Jewish Rites of Passage and Jewish Festivals, The importance of the Synagogue, prayer and sources of moral authority. 
	*The ability to…

Students should be able to:
-Define key religious terminology. 
-Describe key religious beliefs, linking them to Scripture and teachings of Saints and the Pope, the Torah and key Jewish Rabbis.. 
-Explain Catholic beliefs and practices against the beliefs and practices of other Christians (Evangelical and Liberal Protestants), as well as against the beliefs of Jews (Orthodox and Reform Jews). 
- Analyse and appraise Catholic, Humanist, other Christian and Jewish views towards a variety of ethical and theological issues such as Abortion, Stewardship, Creation, the origins of evil, pilgrimage and what the most important beliefs and practices of Judaism are. 


	[bookmark: _Hlk189764041]Ambition for all: what non-negotiable knowledge must all students learn, regardless of their starting points?  
	Understand
-Catholic, Evangelical and Humanist beliefs about Biblical interpretation. 
-Catholic, other Christian, Humanist and Jewish beliefs about the sanctity of life and the controversial nature of abortion. 
-Catholic, other Christian, Humanist and Jewish beliefs about the creation of the universe. 
-Catholic, other Christian, Humanist and Jewish beliefs about stewardship. 
-Catholic beliefs about the importance of charity, inter-faith dialogue and Catholic Social Teaching. 
-How beliefs about the dignity of man and the origins of the universe are expressed through Michelangelo’s Creation of Adam and the ‘Tree of Life’ Mosaic in the church of St. Clamente in Rome.

Discern
-Should we interpret the Bible literally? 
-Is abortion a sin? 
-Is it solely the responsibility of Catholics to be stewards of the environment?
-Did God create the world? Can you be Catholic and agree with scientific understandings of the origins of the universe? 
-Why is inter-faith dialogue so important and how does the SVP and CAFOD work to promote human dignity? 

Respond
-Respect the dignity of everyone in God’s creation as made ‘imago dei’. 
-Go out and be stewards of the environment.
-Support local and international charities as they strive to respect the dignity of all human beings. 


	Understand
-Catholic beliefs about the origins of evil. 
-Differing arguments in defence of the existence of an all-loving God in light of the existence of evil and suffering.
-What did Jesus teach about the purpose of evil?
-What is meant by Salvifici Doloris?
-Why do Catholics go on pilgrimage to Lourdes?
-Why are the Rosary, Statues and Icons so important in the Catholic Church?
-Jesus as a source of moral authority.

Discern
-Can evil and suffering be a positive thing?
-Would a loving God allow the existence of moral evil?
-Should all Catholics go on pilgrimage to Lourdes? 
-What is the best way to atone for sin? 
-Do Catholics worship statues?
- “Is Jesus just a good man?

Respond
-Reflect upon when suffering in our own lives has been a positive thing. 
-Reflect upon the best ways we can atone for sin. 

	Understand
-What are the differences between Orthodox and Reform Judaism?
-What is the nature of God (YHWH) in Judaism? 
-What is the importance of Prophet Abraham and Prophet Moses in Judaism? 
-What are the key Jewish rites of passage?
-What are the key Jewish festivals? 
-Why is the Synagogue so important in Jewish communities? 
-What are the most important sources of moral authority in Judaism? 
-Where do Jews go when they die? 
-What do Jews believe about the Messiah? 

Discern
-Who is the most important prophet in Judaism? 
-What is the most important rite of passage and most important festival in Judaism?

Respond
-Interview a member of the Newcastle Jewish community about her beliefs and practices as an Orthodox Jew today. 
-Grow in respect and understanding of the Jewish faith and their practices. 

	Bridging Unit into Y11
Preparation for the end of Year 10 Celebration of the Word to celebrate their spiritual journey through Year 10.
Year 10 Relationships and Sex Education mini-unit delivered by RE specialists (3 lessons). 
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	Year 11
	Cycle  1
	Cycle  2
	Cycle  3
	Exceptional performance/links to end points

	What do students need to know and understand by the end of each cycle  to progress to the next stage?  
	EDUQAS Route B: Roman Catholic Theology:
Paper 2: Applied Catholic Theology
Module title: Life and Death

Assessments: 

KA1: Key Skill A word test + Catholic beliefs about LAD + the parables of Eschatology.
KA2: Euthanasia and the Second Vatican Council.
KA3: Catholic funerals, the Paschal Candle, Prayer, funeral music and Sarcophagi.

	EDUQAS Route B: Roman Catholic Theology:
Paper 2: Applied Catholic Theology
Module title: Crime, Sin and Forgiveness

Assessments: 

KA1: Mock exam: Foundational Catholic Theology
KA2: Mock exam: Judaism 
KA3: Mock exam: Applied Catholic Theology  

	Revision for the final exams.

	*The ability to…

Students should be able to:
-Define key religious terminology. 
-Describe key religious beliefs, linking them to Scripture and teachings of Saints and the Pope, the Torah and key Jewish Rabbis.. 
-Explain key Catholic beliefs and why they are so important. 
- Analyse and appraise Catholic, Humanist, other Christian and views on Euthanasia, the existence of an afterlife, capital punishment and the purpose of punishment and the importance of prayer.. 






	Ambition for all: what non-negotiable knowledge must all students learn, regardless of their starting points?  
	Understand
-What do Catholics believe happens when we die? What proof is there for the existence of a heaven, purgatory and hell? 
-What is resurrection and what did St. Paul teach about resurrection? 
-What does the Bible teach about what happens when we die? (Parables of Eschatology).
-How can Catholics die well? Should we consider the sanctity of life or the quality of life? Euthanasia vs. palliative care. 
-What was the Second Vatican Council and how has it impacted the Catholic Church today? 
-What happens at a Catholic funeral? 
-What is the importance of the Paschal Candle and how is it used at Baptism and during the Easter triduum? What are Sarcophagi? 
-What is Faure’s Requiem and how does it express Catholic beliefs about life after death? 
-Why is prayer so important to Catholics and how should Catholics pray?

Discern
-Is there a life after death? 
-How can we help those who have died?
-Is euthanasia a sin? 
-How should we pray: should we use formulaic prayers or extempore prayers? 
-Is it Important to have a Catholic funeral? 

Respond
-Reflect upon their own beliefs about life after death.
-Reflect upon the morality of euthanasia and hospice care. 
-Grow in understanding of the differing ways that Christians can pray. 
	Understand
-The difference between Crime and Sin. 
- What is meant by absolutist and relative morality?
-What do Catholics believe about punishment? (4 theories of punishment). 
-Catholic and Humanist beliefs about Capital Punishment.
-What do Catholics believe about forgiveness? 
-Would a loving God send us to hell? 
-What is the nature of the Church and how is Mary a model of the Church? 
-How do features of the Church express Catholic beliefs about salvation? 
-What is meant by ‘the eucharist as source and summit’? 

Discern
-Is the death penalty moral? 
-Does everyone deserve forgiveness? 
-If God loved us, he would not send us to hell?
-Is the Eucharist the most important sacrament?

Respond
-Understand the importance of forgiving others if we ourselves wish to be forgiven by God. 
-Grow in understanding of the Church, the Virgin Mary and the 7 sacraments of the Catholic Church. 
	
	Bridging into Y12
Students who are interested in taking Philosophy and Ethics at A-Level have 2 bridging packs to do over the summer to give them a foundation on ethical theory and Philosophical understanding. 
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	Year 12
	Cycle  1
	Cycle  2
	Cycle  3
	Exceptional performance/links to end points

	What do students need to know and understand by the end of each cycle  to progress to the next stage?  
	EDEXCEL Religious Studies
Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion –
Paper 2: Religious Ethics

Assessments: 

KA1: Classical arguments for the existence of God. 
KA2: The strengths and weaknesses of these arguments. 
KA3: The strengths and weaknesses of differing Utilitarian theories.
KA4: The strengths and weaknesses of Kantian Ethics, Natural Moral Law and Situational Ethics. 
	EDEXCEL Religious Studies
Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion
Paper 2: Religious Ethics

Assessments: 

KA1: Evaluating the role that God exists in the light of the existence of suffering.
KA2: The strengths and weaknesses of these arguments.
KA3: Analyse the usefulness of Scripture on issues of equality, war and sexual ethics. 
KA4: Is it better to approach issues of war, equality and sexual ethics from a religious or secular approach. 
	EDEXCEL Religious Studies
Paper 3: New Testament Studies
Teacher A: Synoptic Theology
Teacher B: Johannine Theology

Assessments: 
KA1: Historical and Social setting of the Synoptic Gospels.
KA2: Interpreting the texts: Source, form, redaction and rational criticism of the Gospels. 
KA3: Authorship of the 4th Gospel + textual exegesis of the Prologue. 
KA4: Hellenistic and Jewish influences on the 4th Gospel.
	*The ability to…

Students should be able to: 
-Explain key Philosophical or ethical theories and Christian teachings on key ethical issues. 
- Assess the strengths and weaknesses of differing theories and arguments. 
-Clarify the key concepts in different religious, philosophical and ethical texts. 
-Analyse differing views and appraise different scholars’ beliefs on key philosophical, ethical and theological issues. 
-Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of different arguments and draw upon synoptic links from the across the papers of Philosophy, Ethics and New Testament theology. 






	Ambition for all: what non-negotiable knowledge must all students learn, regardless of their starting points?  
	Understand
-What are the ontological, teleological and cosmological arguments for the existence of God? 
-What are the key theodicies regarding the existence of an omnibenevolent God in light of the existence of evil? 
-What are the strengths and weaknesses of these arguments? 
-What is meant by ethical teleology, deontology, absolutism and relativism? 
-How do Act, Rule, Negative, Ideal and Preference Utilitarian’s make ethical decisions? 
- What are the strengths and weaknesses of Kantian Ethics, Natural Moral Law and Situational Ethics? 


Discern
-Can we distinctly prove the existence of God?
-Why does God allow the existence of evil?
-How should we make moral decisions? 
-Should we base our moral decision making in religion or in the secular?


Respond
-Grow in understanding of the nature of God. 
-Justify the existence of God in light of the existence of evil. 
-Grow in understanding of how to make moral decisions. 
-Justify your viewpoint on the most successful approach to moral decision making. 
	Understand
-What are the key theodicies regarding the existence of an omnibenevolent God in light of the existence of evil? 
-What are the strengths and weaknesses of these arguments? 
-How do religious and secular ethical theories apply to issues of Equality, War and Sexual ethics? 
-Is the Bible useful when making decisions about these issues? 

Discern
-Does God love us if he allows the existence of evil and suffering? 
-Does the Bible promote equality? 
-Is was every moral? 
-Should we turn to the Bible to make decisions about sexual ethics?

Respond
-Grow in understanding about the reason that God allows evil and suffering. 
-Think ethically about what religions and scripture teaches about Equality ethics, Sexual Ethics and War ethics. 
	Understand
-What is the Social and Historical context of the 1st Century world?
-Who wrote the Synoptic Gospels? 
-What is meant by Form criticism, redaction criticism, source criticism and rational criticism? 
-What do we learn about the Kingdom of God?
-Who wrote the 4th Gospel?
-What was the purpose of the 4th Gospel?
-What is the prologue and why was it written?
-What is the importance and symbolism of the ‘I am’ sayings and the 7 signs in the 4th Gospel. 
-What influenced the 4th Gospel more; Judaism or Hellenism? A comparison of C.H. Dodd and Morna Hooker. 


Discern
-What was it like to live at the times of Jesus?
-What are the key motivations behind the Gospel writers? 
-What do the Gospels tell us about the person of Jesus?
-What is the importance of Jesus’ sayings and signs?
-How do we enter the Kingdom of God?

Respond
-Students to grow in their understanding of the setting, context and composition of the Gospels. 
-Students to reflect upon spiritual symbolism and kerygmatic statements in the Gospels. 
-Students to be formed into New Testament theologians. 
	Bridging into Y13
Summer work pack to support students to consolidate Year 12 Philosophy, Ethics and New Testament theology and prior background reading for Year 13. 
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	Year 13
	Cycle  1
	Cycle  2
	Cycle  3
	Exceptional performance/links to end points

	What do students need to know and understand by the end of each cycle  to progress to the next stage?  
	EDEXCEL Religious Studies
Paper 1: New Testament Theology (Y13 Teacher A)
Paper 2: Religious Ethics

Assessments: 

KA1: Anthology analysis + Kingdom of God.
KA2: Conflict and factors leading to Jesus’ crucifixion. 
KA3: Religion and Morality – is religious morality inherently flawed? 
KA4: Environmental ethics and medical ethics. 
	EDEXCEL Religious Studies
Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion
Paper 2: New Testament Theology (Y13 Teacher B)

Assessments: 

KA1: Evaluate the claim that there is no proof of a Life after Death. 
KA2: Evaluate the claim that Religious Language is meaningless. 
KA3: Evaluate the claim that there is no proof of the resurrection. 
KA4: Evaluate the significance of the parables for ethical living. 
	Exam revision.

	*The ability to…

Students should be able to: 
-Explain key Philosophical or ethical theories and Christian teachings on key ethical issues. 
- Assess the strengths and weaknesses of differing theories and arguments. 
-Clarify the key concepts in different religious, philosophical and ethical texts. 
-Analyse differing views and appraise different scholars’ beliefs on key philosophical, ethical and theological issues. 
-Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of different arguments and draw upon synoptic links from the across the papers of Philosophy, Ethics and New Testament theology.

	Ambition for all: what non-negotiable knowledge must all students learn, regardless of their starting points?  
	Understand
-What does Jesus teach us about the Kingdom of God.
- What was the biggest cause of conflict in Jesus’ ministry? Was it of a religious, political or sociological nature? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]- Accounts of the cruficxion. 
- Is religion a successful basis for morality? Does being religious make you a more moral person? 
-What does Scripture teach us about how we should treat the environment?
-What is Deep vs. shallow ecology? 
-When do we become a person?
-Is religion useful when making decisions about start and end of life issues? 
-What is meant by meta-ethics and is ethical language ever useful? 


Discern
-Is the Bible a good source of moral authority? 
-Should we all be stewards of the environment or will God fix the environmental crisis? 
-When do we become a person worthy of moral consideration? Should we agree with PGD, IVF and Cord blood banking? 
-Is ethical language emotive, a prescription or an intuition?
 
Respond
-Grow in understanding of the role religion plays in morality. 
-Grow in understanding of the dignity and sanctity of human life. 
-Be able to reflect on the usefulness of ethical language and the role-played in ethics by ethical language. 
	Understand
-What do different religions believe about Life after Death and can we substantiate their beliefs? 
-How does belief in a LAD impact our lives today? 
-Is Religious language useful? Is it meaningful and can we verify it? 
-Critiques of religious belief + Science vs. Religion
-Should we interpret the Bible as the ‘divine Word of God’ and therefore we should take it literally or should we ‘become relevant to the Bible’? 
-Is there any proof that Jesus really did rise from the dead? 
-What do the parables teach us about how to live an ethical life? 


Discern
-Do we live on when we die?
-Do we have a soul?
-Should the Bible be interpreted? 
-Did Jesus truly rise from the dead?
-What does Jesus teach us about how we should live our lives today? 

Respond
-Grow in understanding of the range of beliefs about the existence of an afterlife. 
-Grow in understanding of the range of arguments about the disappearance of Jesus’ body after his crucifixion and be able to evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of these. 
-Grow in virtue of how to live an ethical life. 
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