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Monday 23rd September 2024 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

I hope this letter finds you and your family well. I am writing to inform you about recent updates to the 

attendance guidelines provided by the Department for Education (DfE), which aim to improve school 

attendance and ensure all students receive the education they deserve. 

 

Under the national rules, all schools are required to consider a fine when a child has missed 10 or more 

sessions (5 days) for unauthorised reasons.  

 

From August 2024, the fine for school absences across the country will be £80 if paid within 21 days, 

or £160 if paid within 28 days. This rate is in line with inflation and is the first increase since 2012.  

As a school, we strongly discourage unnecessary absences during term time. We will be following the new 

Government guidance and will refer any cases to the Local Authority where a fine may be applicable as is 

our duty. 

 

You can read more about the new guidelines on the following blog from the Department for Education:  

https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/08/19/fines-for-parents-for-taking-children-out-of-school-what-

you-need-to-know/  

 

As always, we ask parents to follow our school procedures for absences, including completing an ‘Absence 

Request Form’ for any planned absence. Attendance percentages will continue be sent out each half term 

and parents will be contacted where we have concerns about attendance.  

 

We thank you in advance for your support in adhering to these guidelines and being open and honest with 

us about the reasons for your child’s absence. Please read our ‘School Attendance’ leaflet to refresh yourself 

with school absence procedures.  

 

Kind regards,  

 
Miss Mawson 

Deputy Headteacher 

Attendance Lead  
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