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PARENTS' SAFEGUARDING
NEWSLETTER

St Michael's C of E Primary School

Welcome to our Safeguarding Newsletter where we will share useful information
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with you about safeguarding your children.

At St. Michael’s, safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children is everyone’s responsibility
and our top priority. Everyone who comes in to contact with the children and families who in our
community has a role to play. Everything that we do has the children at its centre. Their
wellbeing, their safety, their achievement and their happiness underpins every decision we make.
Often when safeguarding is mentioned, the immediate thought is about child protection — when a
child is suffering harm, or is in danger of suffering harm. However, safeguarding is much more
complex than this and encompasses a very wide range of areas. At St. Michael’s we ensure that
all of our staff are well trained in all aspects of safeguarding and this training is regularly updated
and frequently revisited throughout the year. We also ensure that our curriculum provides the
children with age-appropriate opportunities to learn how to keep themselves healthy and safe.
With this in mind we will be sending out a termly newsletter informing you of any recent
safeguarding updates as well as providing you with key information around a range of
safeguarding issues.

Attendance

Attendance is a safeguarding priority for all schools. It is vital that parents ensure that we have at
least TWO emergency contacts for every child and that all your contact details are up to date. We
ask all parents to follow our absence procedures for planned and unplanned absences.

This can be found on our school website: Attendance Leaflet

Talk PANTS

Talk PANTS is a programme that helps children understand that their g . qy‘?
body belongs to them, and they should tell someone they trust if m
anything makes them feel upset or worried. We teach the children about ‘:‘;

PANTS and consent in school but we encourage all parents to continue g m“*'.’{
these conversations at home. The NSPCC website is full of useful ._ m“"“ :
information to support parents in having these conversations. - [

Please follow the link below:
NSPCC Talk PANTS

In each newsletter we will share a 'Need to Know' guide for popular
RCUEOC sames/apps/sites. This will help parents/carers to understand

Online
ST1{-lill more about these and how to keep the children safe online. This issue looks at

supporting parents setting up apps, games and software.



https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/pants-underwear-rule/
https://files.schudio.com/stmichaelscarlisle/files/documents/Attendance_leaflet_Nov_22.pdf

it Matlonal Online Safely, we belleve in empewering parents, carers and trusted odults with the infermation te hold an informed conversation about online safety with thelr children, sheuld they feel
s peeded. This guide locuses an ons of many lssuss which we balleve trurted adults shauld be awars of, Please viell www, natlonalaniinesafety.com lor further guldes, hinte and tips for adults.

What Parents & Carers Need to Know about ®

SETTING UP APPS, GAMES?
e  AND SOFTWAR

Millions of new phones, tablets, laptops and games consoles will be nestling under Christmas trees this ! '

year. However, aven if parents and carers have gone to the trouble of setting up these new devices and
enabling the safety features, there are still potantial hazards in the apps, games and software that
children will want to install and use. Knowing what to look for and discussing those risks with your child
may help aveid any nasty surprises this Christmas. Here are our top tips for ensuring that unwrapping
this year's presents doesn’'t unleash any unexpected dangers.
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I3 & WATCH OUT FOR IMITATORS

| Like games, apps in the major stores have ‘d Most apps and games will tell you In " B Even in the official stores, untrustworthy
© oge ratings, t““_' 80 you can see in odvance the anline store much space they need 4 rogue apps can slip through the net.
her an “Pﬂ s appropriate for your child. on a device. Check this carelully - especially Common tricks are apps or games that have “yoe ik

Additionally, pho parental control settings with games, which can run into hundreds of ﬂlrr_E_I:tIF different name to enuine article

allow you te set age limits, preventing young ones megabytes and beyond. i you dont have encugh Fortnight rather than Fortnite, for instance) or

from downloading unsuitable apps themselves. free storage on a device to'run the game or app. use logos which deliberately look very similar to

Thesa ratings aren’t infallible, however: wa've sean you won't get a refund from the store. You can the official app. To ovold downloading these

TV apps featuring adult shows with an age rating normally check a device's available starage space imitations, read the nipr;:l description and check

of 3, for example. through the sattings menu. whao the publisher is listed os.

LEGAL APPS THATBREAK THE LAW " IN-APP REGISTRATION

There are many apps that are perfectly legal but It's commen Iurnrpa and games to & Most goames and apps are subject to regular
]

enable illegal nctmr - streaming apps which let ask users to register: entering personal updates, which only offer new content and
nnJ:Is waich football matches, say, without paying details like email oddress, date of birth and features but also ide critical security
or 5ky or BT Sport. Prosecution for using such apps — other information you might not want your child improvements. Children tend to ignore such
. ls rare, but they can lead to risky behaviour like to divulge. Ask them to :ruur permission updates — usually because they don't 5
viewing rogue streams on sites teeming before g any personal info to an app - and understand why ha'r'm important, or they ay '
with malicious links. Watch for children consider using your details rather than the child’s, simply want to get straight on with gaming.
Installing unusual apps with “TV", s0 they're not ur%n’md marketing spam or put ack your child's devices periodically to
‘stream” or ‘sport’ in the name. W at risk of having their data stolen. make sure these updates are being installed. L
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Barry Callins has been a technolegy journalist and editor for h Onllne
more than 20 years, working for titles such os the Sunday Times, |
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a technology pundit on tedevision and radio, including on
Newsnight, Rodio 5 Live and TV Mews of Ten. He has two children

and hos writes regularty about internet sofaty issues. 54 o . Hw,akeu pWE‘dnE'Sdas
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