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Identi-Play

Using duplicate material in a structured play intervention

Play in children with ASD is often described as ...

e Repetitive - Isolated
e Motoric * Purposeless
e Sensory * Lacking in imagination

Play relies on:
e language
e social interaction and social understanding
¢ flexibility and imagination
e social experience and interest in social behaviour

Why is play important?
e All children need play skills if they are to be included — children need to
experience peer interactions
e Play is a tool for learning - all children need this opportunity
e All children need to practise social routines in safe surroundings
e It's fun!

Using duplicate materials in a structured intervention helps to develop:
a shared focus

imitation

parallel play

play dialogue

narrative structure in the form of play scriptse flexibility

Getting ready ... you’ll need:

e A table or play space divided in two (with a clear area for the child’'s
toys and a clear area for the adult’s toys).

e Two chairs or mats, usually facing one another, on either side of the
table/play space.
A pack containing two identical sets of toys.
A script detailing the layout of the toys and what the adult will say
and do with the toys.
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Before starting

Assess the child’s play skills and find the right level
Choose toys appropriate to the skills level of the child
Set up the table/play space, chairs/mats and toys

Let the child explore the toys

Examples of some kits

This kit contains:
¢ twotoycars
o four piay pecps.
This kit contains:
L WO siices
® TWO 268 saws
e twoswings
. two familise of mum, gag, boy
and gin.
Script

Put one person on the car and say, "Man on car'.
Puzh cer slong tabie and 23y, ‘Puzh cat, bem, berm.’

. This kit contains:
Extension
e twodols
IN00U08 The Other Praon. e two bottes
Camy out the prévious serit e two dummies
Drive the car 10 the Othir person and 220p DI them. Say, e two bowlz with spoons.
Siop e o

Make the frat parson get off the car and 2ay, "Man off car.
Say, "Helo frienat Come with me.’

Put peopie Dack on o0& and sy, ‘Two men in oar'.
Puzh car anc say, ‘Push car; barm, berm'

Acknowledgement:
Nicky Phillips & Liz Beavan (2007)
Teaching Play to Children with Autism (Sage Publications)
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