Summer 1 – ‘Once Upon a Time’ Pre-School
This half term we are exploring traditional tales, growing plants, learning about families and communities, and developing early maths, language and creative skills.🗣️ Key Vocabulary
Maths- Numbers to 10, five, dice, subitise, first, then. More than, fewer than. Shape words: circle, rectangle, triangle, cuboid, side, corner, straight, flat, round.
Understanding the World- Family: mum, dad, sister, brother, grandma, grandad, friends. Time: old, older, young, younger, yesterday, today. Wider world: community, town, village, city. Homes: flats, towers, castles, boat homes. Plants & minibeasts: seeds, beans, plant pots, changes, magnifying glass, bug pot.
Literacy- Rhyme, alliteration, story, characters, retell, name writing. Letter sounds.
PSED & Health- Toilet, handwashing, teeth cleaning, healthy choices
Communication & Language- Who, what, where, when. I, he, she, him, her. Past tense, future tense. On, under, in, next to.
Expressive Arts & Design- Rhythm, beat, long/short sounds. Mix colours, printing, joining materials.


📚 Key Texts This Term
   The Three Little Pigs
  Goldilocks and the Three Bears
  Little Red Riding Hood
  The Magic Porridge Pot
  A range of simple non‑fiction books about plants, minibeasts and homes.





🏡 Ideas for Home Activities

Physical Development
  Practise putting on coats and shoes
  Thread pasta onto string
  Draw circles, lines and simple shapes
  Jump between cushions or chalk spots
Expressive Arts & Design
   Mix paint colours to see what happens
  Make a house from recycling materials
  Play instruments loudly/softly or fast/slow
  Act out favourite stories with toys
Literacy
  Practise recognising and writing their name
  Share traditional tales and talk about the characters
  Play “I spy” with letter sounds
  Spot rhyming words in books or songs
Maths
   Count toys, snacks or steps up to 10
  Play simple dice games
  Spot shapes around the home
  Use more than and fewer than during play
Understanding the World
    Look at family photos and talk about “when you were little”
  Go on a minibeast hunt in the garden or park
  Grow cress or beans on a windowsill
  Talk about different homes you see on walks
  
Personal, Social, Emotional Development
  Practise handwashing routines
  Talk about healthy snacks and bedtime routines
  Practise safe road‑crossing rules on walks
Communication & Language
  Use “who/what/where/when” questions during play
  Practise prepositions: hide a toy under, on, behind
  Encourage turn‑taking in conversations



Additional Experiences: Parent & child Teddy Bear’s picnic, Science Day, trip to the library. 


🌱 Key Learning Areas
                Physical Development
   Use a two‑finger and thumb grip
  Draw clearer shapes and pictures
  Practise threading and Q‑tip painting
  Turn pages carefully and return books
  Trace letters and numbers in sand
  Balance on one leg and jump between spots
  Put on their coat independently
  Begin to use scissors safely
    Expressive Arts & Design
  Build using small construction kits
  Mix colours and explore printing
  Create with friends
  Join in with actions to songs
  Engage in roleplay
  Explore different instrument sounds
  Move to music with rhythm
  Create simple rhythms using long and short beats
  Join materials in purposeful ways
    Communication & Language
  Listen to songs and poems and copy actions
  Use who/what/where/when questions
  Use correct pronouns (I, he, she, him, her)
  Begin using past and future tense
  Understand prepositions (on, under, in)
  Ask why things happen
  Learn to wait their turn when speaking
Personal, Social & Emotional Development
  Use the toilet independently
  Wash and dry hands
  Clean their teeth
  Make healthy choices about food and drink
                  Literacy
  Recognise and say some letter sounds
  Recognise and write their name
  Retell familiar stories
  Talk about how stories could change
  Identify rhyme and alliteration
  Engage in Level 1 Twinkl Phonics
                   Maths
  Accurately count to 10
  Develop a strong understanding of five
  Play dice games to build subitising skills
  Use words like first and then to describe events
  Explore 2D and 3D shapes using everyday language
      Understanding the World
·   Talk about who they are and who they live with
·   Ask family members about when they were young
·   Learn about belonging to a community
·   Explore different homes and environments around the world
·   Grow plants from seeds and observe changes
·   Look for minibeasts using magnifying glasses and bug pots
·   Explore the season of Summer using their senses

