Summer 1 – ‘Once Upon a Time’ Reception
This half term we will be exploring traditional tales, growing plants, learning about different homes and environments, and developing our storytelling, number and creative skills.🗣️ Key Vocabulary
· Past & Stories: king, ruler, castle, church, monarchy, past, present, changes over time
· World & Places: map, globe, environment, community, town, village, hamlet, city, countryside
· Homes: flat, bungalow, terraced, detached, cottage, semi‑detached
· Plants & Minibeasts: roots, absorb, water, sun, seeds, beans, tall, short, minibeasts, environment, magnifying glass, bug pot
· Numbers to 20, patterns, add more, take away, rotate, manipulate shapes
· Fiction, non‑fiction, rhyming, onomatopoeia, sequencing, adjectives, ‘because’ to explain ideas
· Hygiene, healthy food, exercise, sleep routines, screen time, road safety
· Tempo, dynamics, instruments, texture, form, design, construct, problem‑solve




📚 Key Texts This Term
   Jack and the Beanstalk
  The Three Billy Goats Gruff
  Hansel & Gretel
  A range of fiction and non‑fiction texts linked to plants, minibeasts, homes and maps


Additional Experiences: Parent & child Teddy Bear’s picnic, Science Day, trip to the library. 


🏡 Ideas for Home Activities
Physical Development
    Practise hopping, skipping, jumping in the garden
  Use scissors to cut lines, shapes or pictures from magazines
  Build with blocks, Lego or recycled materials
Expressive Arts & Design
   Make a castle or bridge from boxes
  Explore loud/quiet and fast/slow music
  Draw characters from traditional tales with added details
Literacy
· Retell favourite traditional tales using toys or puppets
· Spot rhyming words around the house
· Write simple sentences about a character or setting
· Compare fiction and non‑fiction books at home
Maths
  Count objects up to 20 (pasta, cars, Lego)
  Look for shapes around the home
  Create simple addition/subtraction stories (“You ate 2 grapes, now 3 are left…”
Understanding the World
  Go on a minibeast hunt in the garden or park
  Grow cress or beans and measure how tall they get
  Draw a simple map of your bedroom or route to school
  Talk about different types of homes you see on a walk
  
Personal, Social, Emotional Development
  Practise handwashing routines
  Talk about healthy snacks and bedtime routines
  Practise safe road‑crossing rules on walks

🌱 Key Learning Areas
                Physical Development
         Use large and small apparatus safely
         Move confidently in different ways
         Use scissors and tools with control
         Begin to use a tripod grip
    Expressive Arts & Design
         Create collaboratively
         Explore tempo and dynamics in music
         Use a wide range of instruments
         Draw with detail
         Construct with purpose
    Communication & Language
         Participate in discussions
         Use new vocabulary
         Use talk to solve problems
         Engage with fiction and non‑fiction
Personal, Social & Emotional Development
         Manage personal hygiene
         Talk about healthy food, exercise and sleep
         Learn about safe road behaviour
                  Literacy
         Retell and rewrite simple stories
         Read and write using Level 3 and Level 4 phonics
         Use capital letters, full stops and finger spaces
         Sequence stories and predict what might happen next
·                    Maths
· Build and count numbers to 20
· Continue number patterns
· Add more and take away
· Explore and manipulate 2D and 3D shapes
· Select, rotate and manipulate shapes.”
·       Understanding the World
· Explore the past through story settings and characters
· Compare local habitats with contrasting countries
· Follow and create simple maps
· Learn about different types of homes
· Grow plants and observe changes over time
· Identify and group minibeasts in the local environment
· Growing grass, cress – observe changes over time. 
· Identify and group minibeasts and plants in our local environment.

