Summer 2 – ‘Under The Sea’ Pre-School
This half term our Pre‑School children will explore the magical world Under the Sea, learn about the seaside, and continue developing early communication, literacy, maths and physical skills through play‑based learning.
🗣️ Key Vocabulary
· Beach, cliffs, rocks, rock pools, hotel
· England, countries, world
· Coastguard, lifeguard, water safety
· Floating, sinking, heavy, light, wet, dry, sea, under the sea
· Author, illustrator, story map, characters
· Blend, CVC words, print, letters, book parts
· Why, and, or


📚 Key Texts This Term
   The Rainbow Fish
  Commotion in the Ocean
  Pop‑Up Peekaboo: Under the Sea
  What the Ladybird Heard
  10 Little Pirates
  Don’t Disturb the Pirates






Additional Experiences:  Reports, Sports Day, 


🏡 Ideas for Home Activities
· Watch short under the sea clips and talk about what they notice
· Play a floating and sinking game in the bath or a bowl
· Make a simple paper boat and test it
· Look at pictures of the seaside and name what they can see
· Share bedtime stories and ask: Who was in the story? What happened?
· Look at the front cover, title, author, illustrator
· Encourage children to retell a story using toys
· Play oral blending games: c‑a‑t → cat
· Show 5 in different ways: fingers, toys, dots
· Count steps, toys, snacks
· Play “How many now?” games with small objects
· Make sea creatures from playdough
· Create a rock pool using a tray, stones and toy animals
· Use blue paint, foil or bubble wrap to make water textures
· Build a pirate ship from recycling
· 

🌱 Key Learning Areas

              Understanding the World
· Learn how to sequence events (e.g., baby → mum → grandma)
· Explore family, community, and places around them
· Learn that there are other countries and that they look different
· Name animals from different countries and compare them with seaside animals
· Identify parts of the seaside
· Explore water safety (lifeguards, coastguards)
· Continue learning about weather and summer
· Explore floating and sinking and make simple boats
· Watch under the sea videos and talk about what they notice
             Literacy
· Orally blend CVC words
· Retell stories using a story map, understand role of an author and illustrator
· Learn the 5 concepts of print (meaning, purpose, left‑to‑right, top‑to‑bottom, parts of a book)
· Describe characters
· Follow Twinkl Phonics Level 1
· Listen to longer stories and remember what happened
· Use 4–6 word sentences and join ideas with and / or
· Respond with relevant questions or comments
· Follow 1‑step instructions
· Understand simple why questions
Maths
· Understand that 5 can be shown in different ways
· Begin to subitise to 5
· Count to 10 and beyond
· Explore the composition of numbers to 10
· Solve simple real‑world problems with numbers up to 5
              Physical Development
· Use pencils and tools comfortably, make snips in paper using one or two hands
· Turn pages one at a time
· Form some letters in their name
· Show a preference for a dominant hand
· Use and remember movement patterns linked to music
· Match physical skills to tasks
· Begin to use cutlery independently 
             Expressive Arts & Design
· Cut with increasing confidence, create independently using ideas they have seen
· Build for a purpose using construction materials
· Use a range of joining tools (sellotape, masking tape, PVA, glue stick)
· Make up stories in play, act out stories with small world toys
· Perform songs or play instruments, create their own songs
· Show emotions in drawings
· Manipulate materials to achieve a planned effect
· Represent ideas through art, music, dance and roleplay
· Play steady beats and simple rhythms
            Personal, Social & Emotional Development
· Select activities independently, show increased independence in exploring the environment
· Express preferences and interests
· Maintain attention for longer periods









