Summer 2 – ‘Under The Sea’ Reception
This half term our learning will be themed around Under the Sea, holidays, seasons, and pirates. Children will explore the world around them, compare past and present, and learn about different environments on Earth.
🗣️ Key Vocabulary
· Past, present, future
· Similar, different, changes over time
· Transport, travel, exploration, voyage, trade, technology
· Seasons, coast, beach, mountains, city, desert, jungle, England, countries, world
· Ocean, land, camouflage, pollution
· Floating, sinking, predict, question
· Food chains, life cycles
· Adjectives, full sentences, capital letters, finger spaces, full stops
· Who, what, where, when, which, how questions
· 

📚 Key Texts This Term
   Julian is a Mermaid
  The Snail and the Whale
  Tiddler
  Don’t Disturb the Pirate
  What the Ladybird Heard at the Seaside
  The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch
  A range of underwater non‑fiction books




🌱 Key Learning Areas

                Understanding the World
  Compare holidays past and present
  Learn about the four seasons and how our environment changes
  Explore different environments: underwater, hot, cold, mountains, deserts
  Identify places on a world map, including England
  Learn about pirates as figures from the past
  Explore water safety (lifeguards, coastguards)
  Carry out floating and sinking experiments
  Learn about pollution, sea life, food chains, and life cycles
                                Literacy
· Write simple sentences using capital letters, finger spaces and full stops
· Read simple sentences and Level 4 tricky words
· Retell, invent and innovate stories
· Talk about books, likes/dislikes and reasons
· Use story language and develop roleplay
· Describe events in detail and use adjectives
· Use past, present and future tense in speech
                         Maths
· Sharing and grouping
· Odds and evens
· Doubles
· Patterns
· Mapping and positional language
· Building and visualising from different viewpoints
                    Expressive Arts & Design
· Use different materials to create underwater art
· Print with shells, use bubble wrap for water textures
· Build pirate ships
· Create clay shells
· Use props in roleplay
· Sing and perform songs, rhymes and stories
                     Physical Development
· Develop handwriting and tripod grip
· Use tools safely
· Show balance, strength and coordination
· Move in different energetic ways
· Take part in athletics on the field
          Personal, Social & Emotional Development
· Build independence and resilience
· Make sensible learning choices
· Sustain concentration for longer periods
· Persevere with challenges



🏡 Ideas for Home Activities

· Floating & sinking: Try objects in a bowl of water. Ask: What do you predict? Why?
· Pollution experiment: Mix water with sand, leaves, or plastic bits and explore how to “clean” it.
· Sea creature research: Look up a favourite sea animal and draw its habitat.
· Look at old family holiday photos and talk about:
· What was the same?
· What was different?
· What was the environment like?
· Go on a season walk and notice changes in weather, plants and animals.
· Encourage your child to write simple sentences about their day.
· Retell favourite stories using toys or drawings.
· Spot tricky words in books or around the home.
· Make a pirate hat, treasure map, or underwater collage.
· Use shells, foil, bubble wrap or blue paint to create sea textures.
· Build a pirate ship from recycling materials.
· Share snacks into equal groups.
· Look for patterns around the house.
· Use positional language: under, next to, behind, in front of.



Additional Experiences: Wow moments shared, reports, Sports Day, trip to the seaside.



