
 

 

30th May 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Carer,  

Provision for Year 10 

I am writing to you following the further guidelines from the Department for 
Education concerning the plans for year 10 this term. Secondary schools have been asked to offer some 
face to face support to supplement the remote education for those students who are due to take exams 
next year.  

At Stoke Damerel Community College, we are planning to offer all of year 10 the following support 
package to help them with their learning and prepare them for their GCSE exams next summer: 

1) Continuation of the  phone calls from tutors with both parents and students supporting 
both welfare and education (every two weeks).  
 

2) Continuation of places for those students in school whose parents are key workers or 
any vulnerable students who need support on our college site.  
 

3) A weekly tutor session (Monday 8.45am) - to discuss anything students may need, 
weekly themed topics and anything else that the tutor may need to go through with 
the students. 
 

4) A remote learning package to include online teaching and live lessons with English, 
Maths, Science, Geography, History, Computer Science and language teachers. This 
will be streamed live each day via google classrooms in the same way we have been 
doing the weekly tutor sessions. The timetable for the week will appear in the students 
‘google classroom’ (a sample timetable below). There are strict protocols that we 
follow that have been shared with students and reinforced regularly by the teachers.  

5) All other option subjects will be taught as they have been since March with weekly 
online lessons that students can access.   

  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday 

08:45  Tutor time   

09:00  Maths  Maths  Maths  Maths  EBACC 

10:00  EBACC  English  English  English  English 

11:00 Break  Break  Break  Break  Break 

11:20  Science  Science  EBACC  Science  Science 

PM 
Option subjects (current set up through google classroom - no 

google meets) 



NB If students do more than one Ebacc subject, they need to choose to follow just one from 
Geography, History, Computer Science, Languages. 

We feel that this is the most effective and safest way for both students and staff to work together to 
progress their learning whilst at the same time ensuring that their safety and welfare is paramount by 
allowing them to remain at home. 

We are expecting students to attend the timetabled online lessons and complete the set work on a daily 
basis (9am - 12.20pm live lessons, afternoon option subjects self study). Before we went into 
lockdown we issued many Year 10 students with chromebooks so that they could continue their learning 
at home so we are hoping that most students will have what they need to access these lessons.  However, 
if technology is a barrier, then we can accommodate some students back in school to be supervised for 
these sessions.  If students need paper or books, these can be collected from the main reception area of 
the school. 

We are expecting students to engage in the ‘whole package of support’ and full weeks timetable - a register 
will be taken in each session.  Students cannot ‘cherry pick’ which lessons or activities they take part in 
otherwise there will be significant gaps in their learning and GCSE knowledge.  We strongly encourage 
students to attend these ‘live’ sessions as requested, unless they are self-isolating or there are other 
reasons for absence.  You should notify the school as normal using the absence line if they are unable to 
attend so that staff are aware.  

If, however, students do not choose to engage in the live lessons each day we will contact you to discuss 
them attending school onsite to refocus them with their studies. There will be some students who may 
prefer to be onsite as they find it difficult to get motivated - please contact Miss Lewis or Mr Gill if you 
have any concerns regarding this. 

For any students that we have in college we have strict expectations with regards to social distancing and 
health and safety whilst on site. However, please encourage your sons and daughters to engage with the 
online live lessons and self study programme – as home really is the safest place for them to be during 
these circumstances. 

We want to make sure that the students in Year 10 are fully engaged with their learning so as to help them 
achieve the best grades in their GCSEs in the summer of 2021. We will start this from Monday 8th June, 
and students will hear more about this from their tutor in their live google tutor meet this week. 

Yours faithfully,  

 

Anita Frier 
Executive Principal 
 
 

 

 


