
 

 

 

11th February 

 

Dear Parent / Carer, 

Ref: Independent Study – Year 8 and 9 History and English 

Stoke Damerel is committed to ensuring that every student is as well prepared to take their GCSE 

exams at the end of Year 11 as possible. The changing nature of the GCSE exams in all subjects 

means that students are expected to remember vast quantities of knowledge which they need to 

apply under timed conditions. Retrieval ‘quizzing’ is a learning strategy which, when 

practised regularly, strengthens the memory. Research has shown that it improves memory 

and long term learning which ultimately improves a student’s complex thinking and application skills. 

Practising quizzing using information that will be used in class also gives them a better understanding 

of the classroom material being taught. 

We are introducing a new style of independent learning (homework) for students to complete at 

home for Year 8 & 9 English and History to support the retention of knowledge taught using the 

‘quizzing’ technique. Each student will be given a homework booklet to complete for Cycle 3. This 

will contain: 

 a Knowledge Organiser (with the information they need for that cycle) 

 Template pages for the quizzing 

 Year 9 only will also have written tasks to complete 

 

Students will be expected to complete this quizzing method once a week in both subjects and bring 

their booklet to their English and History teacher for checking.  

The checklist below demonstrates how this quizzing should take place: 

1. Read and reread a section of the Knowledge Organiser – 3 minutes 

2. Write 10 questions and answers on that section on the template pages – 10 minutes 

3. Cover the answers and try to answer those questions again in your head  

4. Take a quick look at the answers again – 2 minutes 

5. Cover the answers and write the answers from memory – 3 minutes 

6. Use your green pen to correct your answers and add the ones you have missed 

Your son / daughter will record in their planner when the homework is due. 

We are confident that we can rely on your support in encouraging your son / daughter to 

complete this quizzing weekly so that the strategy can have the most impact on their learning 

and knowledge retention. As always we appreciate your feedback on this new initiative to 

support your child being successful. Please contact any of the staff below with any questions, 

concerns or feedback.  

Yours faithfully, 

 

Miss S D Sayer                                                       Miss G Freeman 

Curriculum Manager for EBacc                                Faculty Lead – English and Maths 


