
 

 
 
In 2015 the Government removed National Curriculum assessment ‘levels’ from primary and secondary 
schools. As there is no longer a national system of levels, this gives Stoke Damerel Community College 
the freedom to introduce its own assessment system. 
 
In 2017, the Government introduced new, tougher GCSEs. The new GCSEs are graded on a scale from 
9 - 1: grade 9 being the highest, grade 1 being the lowest. This is the same for all schools in the country. 
 
This leaflet explains how we will track, assess and report on the progress your child is making on their 
learning journey through Stoke Damerel Community College. 
 
So how will this happen? 
 

1. The College will assess each student at four points through the year and report back to parents 
in November, February, April and June 

2. Students are awarded grades for their Effort - Classroom Learning Behaviours, Effort - 
Homework/Independent Study and Attendance/Punctuality Impact. These are given 
using a 4-1 system where 4 denotes outstanding and 1 is considered poor. Students receiving 
grade 1’s in these areas are at serious risk of not achieving the grades that they are capable of.  

 
If you have given the College an email address we will send students reports home electronically. Please 
contact the College with an email address if you haven’t already done so. 
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Effort - Classroom Learning Behaviours 
 

4 - 
Outstanding 

● Effort is considered outstanding. You always complete your work to the best 
of your ability and regularly go above and beyond.  

3 -  
Good 

● Effort is considered good. You complete work in lesson well and always do 
your best. 

2 -  
Needs 
improving 

● Effort is satisfactory and you complete the minimum requirement of tasks. 

1 - 
Poor 

● Your attitude towards learning is often below expectations and you 
consistently fail to participate in aspects of your work as fully as possible. 

 
Effort - Homework/Independent Learning 
 

4 - 
Outstanding 

● Homework is always completed to the highest standard,going above and 
beyond expectations. It is always handed in on time 

3 -  
Good 

● Homework is always completed to a good standard and is handed in on time 

2 -  
Needs 
improving 

● Homework is completed to a satisfactory standard and/or usually handed in on 
time 

1 - 
Poor 

● The quality of homework is not at a satisfactory level and/or not completed on 
time 

 
Punctuality Impact 
 

3 -  
Good 

● Students are always on time to the start of lesson. 

2 -  
Needs 
improving 

● Students are mostly on time for the start of lesson 

1 - 
Poor 

● Students are frequently late to the start of lesson. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Progress 
 
Progress information is presented differently at each Key Stage 

● Key Stage 3 students (Years 7 ,8 and 9) are given Flight Paths based upon their attainment in 
Key Stage 2 and are given end of Year 11 Minimum Expected GCSE grades 

● Key Stage 4 students (Years 10 - 11) are working towards their GCSEs and are graded using 
the new Number system (9 - 1) 

● Key Stage 5 students (Years 12 - 13) are working towards their A Levels/BTECs/VOC and are 
mostly graded using the A* -E or D*- P 

 
Progress at Key Stage 3 
 
When a student joins the College in Year 7, they are set onto a Flight Path in each subject. This 
Flight Path indicates the minimum expected grade for each student in that subject at the end of Key 
Stage 4 if they continue to progress well whilst at College. 
 
Throughout Years 7, 8 and 9, students are assessed at regular points. We then use this information and 
ongoing teacher assessment to decide whether your child is: 
 
Purple (Exceeding)   
Exceeding their flightpath and making excellent progress and currently on track to achieve at least one 
grade above their target. 
 
Green (Secure)    
Secure on their flightpath and making good progress and currently on track to achieve their target. 
 
Amber (Working Towards)    
Working towards their flightpath and making progress however, at present they are not on track to 
achieve their target grade. 
 
Red (Below)    
Working below their flightpath and there are concerns that they will achieve more than one grade 
below their target. 
 
Student progress is monitored closely and interventions are put in place if needed to maximise 
progress. 
 
Target Grades may be adjusted during your child’s time at Stoke Damerel Community College as 
they are based on national data sets and are updated periodically. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Progress at Key Stage 4 
Students in Key Stage 4 are working towards their GCSEs. At the current time, the majority of subjects 
have moved onto specifications where students are graded using the new Number system (9 - 1) as 
opposed to the old Grade system (A* - G). 
 
At each assessment point, students will be issued with a Fine Grade 
Prediction for each subject. This is based on the teacher’s professional 
judgement and is a prediction of what we think a student can achieve at 
the end of Year 11 if they continue to engage well in their learning and 
make progress in line with national expectations. Letters and Numbers 
are Fine Graded for extra clarity, for example: 
 
7a A grade 7, but the potential for an 8 
7b A solid grade 7 
7c A weak 7, which without consistent effort could drop to a 
6 
 
There is no direct comparison between the old Letter grades and the new Number grades.  
 
Progress at Key Stage 5 
At each assessment point, students will be issued with a Fine Grade Prediction for each subject. This 
is based on the teacher’s professional judgement and is a prediction of what we think a student can 
achieve at the end of the course if they continue to engage well in their learning and make progress in 
line with national expectations. Letters and Numbers are Fine Graded for extra clarity, for example: 
 
B1 A grade B, but the potential for an A 
B2 A solid grade B 
B3 A weak B, which without consistent effort could drop to a C 
 
Revision - How to Revise? What to Revise? When to Revise? 
We share at the beginning of each cycle a set of skills students are working on during that cycle in 
preparation for their assessment, as well as when the assessment week is. This booklet is given to 
students, a copy emailed to parents and we also have a link to it on our College website. This means 
students can be revising regularly for their upcoming assessments and parents are able to see what is 
being covered. 
 
How to Improve (Y7-11) 
Whilst a report gives all stakeholders an immediate overview of a student's progress, at Stoke Damerel 
we believe that in order to make rapid progress from any point it is crucial that students, parents and 
teachers know a student's strengths and also what they need to work on to improve. After each cycle 
students are given a breakdown of the skills that were assessed and we use a colour coded system; 
Green (this skill is a strength), Amber (needs some revision but basic understanding demonstrated) or 
Red (needs revision). Every student can then spend some time independently improving in these key 
areas which should subsequently improve the amount of progress that they have made. If students 
require further support with this then they should contact their subject teacher or tutor. 

 


