
 

 

 

 

 

13th December 2019 
 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
  
It has been a very full and eventful term with students continuing to make steady progress 
with their GCSE subjects, developing on the solid foundations they make throughout Year 
9.  
 
Enrichment opportunities are so important to our young people. The Sports Leadership 
Academy is thriving with a number of Year 10 students going into local primary schools 
to lead young people in sport. Their role is to organise and support in city-wide 
tournaments that feature a variety of activities. We are incredibly proud of our Year 10 
students that have been part of the Leadership Academy and are confident this will 
continue into the new year. The Year 10 Btec Dance group performed amazingly in 
December’s Performing Arts Showcase. I know that many of them were extremely 
nervous but faced their fears and performed outstandingly. Well done to all involved. Year 
10 students have also engaged in community opportunities by raising money for both local 
and national charities. There have been initiatives such as ‘Hello Yellow’ as well as the 
more traditional Sports Relief activities and a Macmillan Coffee morning. A student who 
wishes to remain anonymous has once again raised money through selling Christmas 
gifts. This student donates the money to local charities as well as supporting the 
homeless. This type of student engagement contributes not only to others’ wellbeing but 
also develops them as a whole person. We look forward to future events in the New Year. 
  
A number of Year 10 students have met and worked with a range of visitors to the college. 
These visitors have been from around the UK. Students that were integral to the success 
of such visits have truly made us as a school proud as they have added to the positive 
reputation that the school has within the local community and beyond. 
  
Contributing to the success of the year team is the combined support of parents, teachers 
and tutors. I am confident that this relationship will continue to flourish throughout Year 
10 and beyond. This is especially important when students are working towards their 
examinations, which start in May 2020. Year 10 will be sitting formal, external GCSE 
exams in Statistics and Modern Britain. 
 
Work Experience week is 6 - 10 July 2020. Students have been fully informed of the 
process as well as receiving support to secure a placement. The website for them to 
access the vast number of placements available is: https://devon.learnaboutwork.org/. 
Login details are: Damerel Student, Pin number 9490. This is an extremely good website 
with all of the information required to find a work experience placement. Could you please 
talk to your son/daughter about work experience and support them in the process of 
securing a placement. 
  
I ask that you continue to ensure that your child is in college everyday. Attendance is 
integral to ensuring that your child has every chance of fulfilling their potential. Children 
will need to spend an increasing amount of time working at home, consolidating their 
learning and building independent skills. We offer a Study Club Monday - Thursday each 
week where students can come to complete homework. I would also like to take this 
opportunity to remind you of the importance of correct equipment and uniform for school.. 

https://devon.learnaboutwork.org/


 

 

Throughout this past term students have looked extremely smart. It is vital that the high 
standards we have are kept. Should you have any queries regarding the uniform policy it 
can be found on the college website: https://sdcc.net/students/uniform 
 
Key dates for the Spring term: 
Tuesday 7th January: Spring Term begins, students return to College  
Wednesday 4th March: Year 10 Parents Evening 
Thursday 5th March: English Theatre Trip for all Year 10 students 
Friday 27th March: End of Spring term 
 
Christmas Dinner for Year 10 will be available on Friday 20th December at the subsidised 
cost of £1.  Students wishing to take up this opportunity should have either £1 available 
on their account or bring in £1 on the day. 
  
The end of term is Friday 20th December with students being dismissed at 2.30pm. This 
is also a Christmas jumper day. Students can contribute £1 and can wear a festive jumper 
in place of their blazer, with all monies raised going to charity.  I wish you a restful and 
enjoyable festive break. Students return to school on Tuesday 7th January. Can you 
remind students that we return on a Week B. Should you have any questions or any 
concerns, please feel free to contact your child’s tutor in the first instance or myself 
using  the contact details below. 
  
Yours faithfully, 

 
Miss K Lewis 
Learning Manager Year 10 
klewis@sdcc.net 
 

https://sdcc.net/students/uniform

