
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 13th December 2019 
 

Dear Parent/Carer, 
 

As 2019 comes to a close, I would like to take this opportunity to say a huge thank you to you all 
for your support over the past few months. It has been an extremely busy term and it seems like 
such a long time ago that we first welcomed your child into the Stoke Damerel family.   
So much has happened since September and the term really has been crammed with an eclectic 
range of activities and opportunities. More students than ever before have taken advantage of 
our extra-curricular offer and the homework clubs have also been very well attended. In other 
areas, students have really benefited from joining local residents to play in the Dementia Croquet 
sessions; the young people involved were impeccably behaved and genuinely interested in 
meeting some of the older people affected by this illness. Not everything happens within our own 
locality.  Earlier in the year a group of Year 7s visited Wembley for an England international 
football match and a Tottenham Hotspurs stadium tour, which they very much enjoyed.  
I look forward to 2020 with great hope and expectation; every Year 7 student has now received 
their first school report and there will be an opportunity for us to have a formal meeting about 
academic progress at the Year 7 Parents Evening on March 18th. Even at this early stage in their 
secondary journey, some students are already taking on additional responsibilities and have 
helped me to form our Year 7 Student Council. I appreciate their insights into school life and 
acknowledge their desire to be involved in key decision making around issues that affect their 
education 
 

I walked through The Street this week to see the most amazing Christmas tree being erected in 
the main entrance. I then witnessed the Year 7 students hand making the tree decorations during 
their lunchtime and thought how fortunate we all are to work and study in such a positive 
environment. I know that there is real care at Stoke Damerel and that if we continue to work 
together we can ensure the best possible outcomes for your children. I have personally enjoyed 
the last few months greatly and it has been a pleasure getting to know this amazing group of 
young people.  

Christmas Dinner for Year 7 will be available on Thursday 19th December at the subsidised 
cost of £1.  Students wishing to take up this opportunity should have either £1 available on 
their account or bring in £1 on the day. The end of term is Friday 20th December with 
students being dismissed at 2.30pm. This is also a Christmas jumper day. Students can 
contribute £1 and can wear a festive jumper in place of their blazer, with all monies raised 
going to charity. 
 

Please note that we will be ready and waiting to welcome students back to school on Tuesday 
7th January, 2020 for a new term. As always, I appreciate your support in ensuring that they 
arrive promptly, fully equipped and in the correct school uniform. Thank you. Finally, the entire 
Year 7 Team would like to extend our very best wishes to you all for a peaceful holiday, a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
  
Yours faithfully, 

 
Louise MacManus 
(Learning Manager Year 7) 


