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The bunkhouse was a long, rectangular building. Inside, the walls were whitewashed and the floor unpainted. In 
three walls there were small, square windows, and in the fourth, a solid door with a wooden latch. Against the 
walls were eight bunks, five of them made up with blankets and the other three showing their burlap ticking. 
Over each bunk there was nailed an apple box with the opening forward so that it made two shelves for the 
personal belongings of the occupant of the bunk. And these shelves were loaded with little articles, soap and 
talcum powder, razors and those Western magazines ranch men love to read and scoff at and secretly believe. 
And there were medicines on
the shelves, and little vials, combs; and from nails on the box sides, a few neckties. Near one wall there was a 
black cast-iron stove, its stovepipe going straight up through the ceiling. In the middle of
the room stood a big square table littered with playing cards, and around it were grouped boxes for the players 
to sit on.

At about ten o'clock in the morning the sun threw a bright dust-laden bar through one of the side windows, and 
in and out of the beam flies shot like rushing stars.

English

John Steinbeck: Of Mice and Men
In this extract, the bunk house (where the migrant workers live) is described.

Q1: List 4 things that we learn about the bunk house (5mins)

Q2: How does Steinbeck use language to describe the bunk house? (25 
mins)
You could include the writer’s choice of:
• words and phrases 
• language features and techniques

Q3: Discuss how Steinbeck has used structure in this extract: (25 mins)
You could write about:

● what the writer focuses your attention on at the beginning
● how and why the writer changes this focus as the extract develops
● any other structural features that interest you

Vocabulary Key: 
bunk - a narrow shelf-like bed
burlap – a coarse, inexpensive 
woven fabric; often used for 
making grain sacks
ticking – is the cloth case for a 
mattress
vials – small glass containers 
used for holding liquid 
medicines
beam – a long, sturdy piece of 
squared timber to support the 
roof
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