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Headlines
Dear Parent/Carers
Although this has been a short term, I am delighted that there has been so
much positive activity within the school.
Over 200 students have been nominated for ‘Best Work’! Students have been
provided with a huge range of opportunities to enhance their learning and develop
their life skills. The Curriculum Collapse Day saw over 20 employers visit the
school to talk to students about their role and interview them. I am pleased that so
many students have engaged in community projects – supporting with reading in
the primary schools, engaging in sport with the students from the special schools
and fundraising activities.
Our ‘Passport to Prom’ initiative in Year 11 has seen students engage in additional
hours of revision that we have been able to provide after school, and with revision
material in the common room. Most evenings, we have over 100 Year 11 students
here until at least 4.15pm conscientiously preparing for their GCSEs.
I hope that you have found our regular fortnightly bulletin helpful in keeping you
up to date with our progress and providing you with key future dates for your diary.
I hope you enjoy the Easter holiday and I look forward to welcoming our students
back to College on Monday 16 April rested and ready to learn.

Miss Anita Frier
Principal

16 April: Start of Summer term
Diary Mon
Thurs 26 April: Macbeth performance for Key Stage 4
Dates: Wed 2 May: Year 9 Parents’ Evening

Thurs 10 May: Class of 2018 Celebration afternoon
Mon 14 May: Blow Your Mind day
Weds 13 June: Year 8 Parents’ Evening

OFSTED
I am encouraged by the many positive aspects of the College
that Ofsted inspectors highlighted during their recent
two-day visit – our first inspection under the new, more
rigorous Ofsted inspection framework.
As the new principal, I have been clear about the vision
and direction for the school to improve standards and
expectations for all our students. This approach has been
fully supported by all staff and governors.
“Relationships between students and staff
are very positive ”
Students were keen to show inspectors their learning and
spoke proudly of the many opportunities they have in the
College. The report states that this school requires
improvement and the inspection team recognised, and
agreed with, the changes which have already been
introduced to address this. The inspection reported that
we are ‘acutely aware’ of what needs improving and my
senior leadership team and I are already implementing
many of the recommendations. For the full report please
visit our website.
“Strengthened leadership has resulted in a
marked improvement in the current pupils
progress in English and Maths”
Students:
The inspectors said you were polite, you conduct yourselves
well and that you have a strong sense of moral duty. You
told the inspectors that you were adamant that bullying is
rare in the College and you feel safe here.
“Pupils are adamant that bullying is rare at
school... When it does happen, staff take it
seriously and deal with it effectively”
The inspectors told us that, although we work hard to
develop your aspirations, we need to work on improving
your belief in yourself and your abilities. So we can do
that we need you to arrive punctually to College and to
your lessons. We need you to keep on taking pride in your
appearance and making sure you look smart and arrive
at your lessons ready to learn and to concentrate.
We need to make sure we challenge higher ability pupils
more and that we work harder to ensure you all
become resilient and confident learners. We also have to
make sure that improvements in Maths and English
“Pupils accept each other regardless of
differences... this contributes to the welcoming
ethos of the school.”

teaching continue and spread to other subject areas and
that all your learning is interesting and stimulating so that
you are motivated to work hard and succeed.
“Pupils conduct themselves well around the
school... staff supervise the site diligently”
Parents:
The inspectors said you told them that you believe the
College is well-led and managed.
“Most parents and carers would recommend
the school to other parents”

Most of you also said you believe your children are
well-taught here. In order to effectively implement the
inspectors’ recommendations we would ask you to
continuesupporting your child by ensuring their attendance
and that they arrive at College on time, looking smart with
the correctequipment and ready to learn.
“More pupils in Year 7 and 8 are reading fluently”

Your support with ensuring your child engages with
independent learning, at home or in school would really
help your child consolidate their learning, and support their
preparation for revision and exams
“Online systems are being used effectively to
promote homework”
We work in partnership here at Stoke Damerel Community
with our staff, our students and you: our young peoples’
parents and carers.
“Our school is highly inclusive and takes the
needs of all students very seriously. ”
The inspectors said we have a good understanding of
what needs to be done to improve all our students’
outcomes – please be assured we are committed to
working with you to make sure each and every one of our
students reaches their full potential and I would like to
thank you for your continued support.
Miss A Frier, Principal

Best Work
At Stoke Damerel Community College we aim to foster an ethic of
excellence in learning. As such students are encouraged to produce
work of the highest quality - Best Work. Students are nominated by
their teachers for demonstrating outstanding understanding,
knowledge, effort and resilience, all important factors of learning.
Best Work can be in any format from a written text, to a revision
guide, a piece of creative art work or music.
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Teacher:
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Principal

These are then used to showcase to other students
and helps them to unpick what makes a piece of work
‘Best Work’. Those students who have been nominated
are celebrated in assembly where they are awarded with
a certificate. Best work is also displayed in the Street and
students meet with Miss Frier to discuss why their work
was chosen. Over 200 students have been nominated to
date in this academic year.

Curriculum
Enrichment 2018

Reading Mentors Visit
Ford Primary

The College prides itself on offering learning
opportunities outside the classroom - this year we are
having two bespoke Curriculum Enrichment days on
Thursday 28 and Friday 29 June.

Our Year 11 Reading Mentors were delighted to be
invited to Ford Primary School to take part in their World
Book Day Celebrations.

All students in Years 7,8,9 and 10 will be able to pick
an activity which will enrich an area of the curriculum
they are passionate about. These activities will replace
the Curriculum Enrichment Week which was held
during the last week of the Summer term. All choices
must be made by Friday 27 April 2018.
Go to www.bit.ly/sdccce2018 for all the information
you need to choose and book activities.

“Reading Mentors are a dedicated and hardworking
group of students who support our younger readers,”
said College librarian Mrs Wrennall.
Year 6 Teacher Mr Ogier was very complimentary about
how well the mentors worked with the children saying
“some of them were so good with the children you would
think they had classroom training”.

Changes To Uniform
As you know from previous letters to parents, we have
been concerned there are inconsistences in students
wearing jeans, leggings or jeggings or skirts that are
too short. A great deal of time is spent dealing with
these uniform infringments.
We want to improve the current standard of uniform
being worn by students, to ensure that we have a smart
uniform which is followed consistently by all of our
student body.
We wanted to give you advance notice of this change for
allstudents which reflects views expressed by students
and parents during our consultation period this term.
I know many parents will welcome the clarity over
what constitutes the correct uniform and where to
purchase this. Therefore the main change we are
making is to standardise the school trousers and
the school skirt.
• Skirts will be the tartan royal blue, bespoke for Stoke
Damerel.
• The trousers come in a classic or slim leg fit,
and match the blazers.
• The skirts and trousers will have the ‘S’ for Stoke
Damerel embroidered in black on them either just
below the waistband or the pocket.
• The blazer will NOT be replaced unless needed. The
new ones have slightly different colour logo and cut.

Sport Relief 2018

We are also in consultation over changing our College
tie to match, a process the students are extremely
excited about.
They will be available to purchase from the College
ready for September 2018 and we will let you know
when they are in stock and ready to order.
We are looking at a payment plan to support with this
change. More details will follow after Easter - please
do not hesitate to speak to Mr Cole or your child’s
Learning Manager if you have any questions. Thank
you in advance for your support and cooperation while
we go through the transition process. I am sure you
will agree the uniform looks very smart.

The College held another
exciting, fun-filled Sport Relief
day raising an impressive £1350.
“After being in the top 10 schools
in the country two years ago, we
had a lot to live up to! “ said PE
teacher Miss Le Page.
“It was lovely to see students
coming in in their PE kit or own
sportswear and we had four
fantastic inflatables set up in the
sports hall. Students paid £2 to
join in and it was very popular!
“£175 alone was raised through
our bake sale, giving students
the energy they needed for the
inflatable fun. “

• The Treatment by C.L. Taylor
• Double Cross by Malorie Blackman
• The 5th Wave by Rick Yancey
• Three Dark Crowns by Kendare Blake
• The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams
• Raging Star By Moira Young

Easter Reads
It is official, spring has arrived bringing with it
mountains of chocolate eggs and great new reads.
Relax, kick off your shoes, crack open the eggs and
indulge yourself with a feast of fiction!
Check out our new ebook platform which gives you
free 24/7 access to both ebooks and audiobooks.
https://sdcc.wheelers.co
How the eplatform library works
Download the free app onto your phone, or tablet.
Select Stoke Damerel Community College from Find
Your Library drop down menu.
Start Browsing or use the search box to look for a title.
OR
Visit Stoke Damerel Community College Airhead page
and select the from the Wheelers Books app from the
bottom of the app menu and proceed as above.
To borrow an ebook or an audio book you will need to
sign in using your school username and password.
Alternatively visit the school library to look through our
new arrivals.
Recommended Reads Years 7-9
• Demon Hunter by Steve Barlow and Steve Skidmore
• A Horse Called Hero by Sam Angus
• The Battles of Ben Kingdom by Andrew Beasley
• Keeper of the Realms by Marcus Alexander
• Magnus Chase And The Ship of the Dead by Rick Riordan
• A Little Princess by Frances Hodgson Burnett
• Alex Rider Point Blanc Graphic Novel by Anthony
Horowitz
• Guardians of the Galaxy Mother Entropy Graphic
Novel by Jim Starlin
• Guardians of the Galaxy Cosmic Avengers by Brian
Michael
Young Adult Recommended Reads Years 10-13
• Letters to the lost by Brigid Kemmerer (un)arranged
marriage by Bali Rai Eleanor Oliphant by Gail Honeyman

Young Adult Library
Section Launch
KS4 students packed into the library for the unveiling
of the new Young Adult Book section in the Library.
The books were selected by KS4 students themselves
which included a visit to Waterstones as well as an
online book buy.
“The students were very excited to see their selections
on the shelves ready to borrow,” said Mrs Wrennall,
College Librarian.
“The Horror and True Life sections are proving to be
the most popular.
“We are very keen to encourage our older students to
carry on reading for pleasure and wanted the students
to feel involved in the development of the new section.”

Lessons From Auschwitz
Four Sixth form students, Alex, Charlotte, James
and Jasmine flew to Krakow early on 27 February as
part of the Holocaust Educational Trust’s Lessons from
Auschwitz programme. They visited Oswiecim and
both Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camps
having already met a holocaust survivor in Exeter.
Charlotte wrote this account of their trip: “I’m grateful
to have grabbed an extra jumper on the morning we
left. The temperature in Auschwitz, -12, was the
coldest I’ve ever experienced. Despite the weather,
my expectations of the camps proved to be true.
It was eerie, quiet and you couldn’t help but imagine
the emotions of those who were forced to live there.
What really put the events at Auschwitz into
perspective for me were the rooms filled with shoes,
bags, brushes and other personal belongings that were
taken away. Much of the same as we would own today. “

Busiest Croquet
Session Yet

interesting people - it’s important for older and younger
people to mix and croquet is a sport that’s fun to do and
quite easy as well. I’m already looking forward to the
next time we do it.” Visitor Elizabeth Opie, a resident of
a local care home, said she had had “a perfect day”.
“We have had such a lovely welcome and I have played
croquet for the first time in about 40 years which was
very enjoyable.”

The College held its biggest ever croquet session for
people living with dementia as more than 30 visitors
came to enjoy a game and a cup of tea with students.
The sessions are part of the Through Hoops to Hope
project which was born when James and Andrew
Creasey’s father, Maxwell, was diagnosed with
dementia and James began to search for an enjoyable
way for them to spend time together.
The Creaseys visited our College in September 2017 to
introduce a new set of students to the project and the
game of croquet and the most recent session on 20
March was the biggest yet with visitors from Manor Park,
Two Trees, St Barnabas and Hartley Park care homes.
Year 7 student Ewan said it was “really fun”. “Croquet
is a fun game anyway - I have played it before and it
was interesting to speak to the older people about
their lives and make new friends.” Shea, also in Year 7,
said: “It was a really nice chance to meet some

Celebrating CCF
We recently welcomed Major Christopher Butterworth
as the new Contingent Commander for the combined
Plymouth College and Stoke Damerel Community College
CCF, following the resignation of Colonel Peter Lewis
as Contingent Commander. Having completed 10 years,
Colonel Pete has stepped down from his CCF role to focus
on his new role within the Army reserves. On Friday, the
Army section took part in ‘Rifles and Rabbits’; where the
cadets took part in a carousel of activities involving rifle
drill, game preparation and marksmanship principles.
I am also delighted to be able to announce the following
promotions:
Jordan Year 11 to Corporal
Paige Year 10 to Lance Corporal
Teegan Year 10 to Lance Corporal

Spotlight On Careers
Evolution Festival
The Dance department took 20 Year 9 students to
perform at the Barbican Theatre as part of the
Evolution Festival. Their dance piece, Emancipation
of Expressionism harboured the emotions of
frustration, fear and freedom.

Join our

SIXTH
FORM
www.sdcc.net

Year 11 had a morning learning all about different careers
at a Careers and Industry Event which was attended by
over 25 employers from 15 different industry areas.
They got the chance to visit two employer-led enterprise
workshops over the morning, which taught them about
careers available (including apprenticeships) and allowed
them to take part in activities which demonstrated skills
they would be using in various jobs. Employers included
TSB Bank, Sainsbury’s, Livewell SW, Royal Navy, HQ Hair
and Beauty, Police, Bluescreen IT, Duchy College, Construction
Training SW and SW Highways. Students came away
with opportunities for work placements as well as being
inspired to do a job role they hadn’t considered before.
On the same day our Sixth Form had a morning of Mock
Interviews which were hosted by a range of employers
from various industries. The students were matched with
an employer from their interest area and were interviewed
for 20-30 minutes, with time for feedback. The students
were told to dress appropriately as though they were
going for a formal interview and had tough questions
based around competency style scenarios. Supporting
employers included STEM Ambassadors from Babcock
International, Kier Group and The Marine Aquarium.
There was also representation from financial and legal
businesses plus performing arts and theatre. Overall,
the students gained a lot of knowledge about the interview
process and some also found out about Higher and
Degree Apprenticeship opportunities after Sixth form.

“We have seen some really wonderful moments with
young people working together, with many initially out
of their comfort zones, demonstrating that all young
people regardless of learning and physical ability can s
“Another hugely successful element of this project has
been seeing young people being left to play sport and work
with other young people without adult supervision, which
has highlighted the whole ethos of Play Unified work.”

Play Unified
Football Project
Every Monday for six weeks the College has welcomed
80 students from six schools from across Plymouth
as part of the Play Unified Football project.
The aim of the project, as well as bringing together
young people with and without learning needs, is to
strengthen relationships between schools and to
support young people with SEND in mainstream
schools. Two mainstream secondary schools and
four special schools took part alongside coaches
from Plymouth Argyle Community Trust and support
from sports leaders at Stoke Damerel.
“Having the opportunity to be involved in the Play
Unified project has opened my eyes and helped me to
see the world in a different way. I’ve learnt that even
if you have a disability that it does not define you. I
have made some great friends I hope to keep in touch
with and am very grateful to have had this chance. It
has been fun and I can’t wait to do something like this
again.” said Year 10 student, Georgia.

Bag-packing For
Battlefields Trip
Students going on our special five-day
tour of Belgium and France in July
have been busy fundraising for the
adventure which coincides with
centennial events commemorating
the end of the First World War.
At the weekend students spent
the day bag-packing in the
Wolseley Road Coop and on
Monday held a bake sale to
raise further funds. Find out
more about the trip at
www.http://bit.ly/sdcctripjuly18

The project has been so successful it will
continue into the summer, playing rounders/softball.
“Our students have been superb. There has been a real
sense of togetherness during the weeks that this project
has been running, with students looking forward to
seeing the friends they have made on Monday mornings.
The sports leaders have shown compassion, tolerance
and understanding towards all that have participated,
encouraging and engaging with everyone ensuring that
they all have had fun!” added Mr Thomas.
Find out more about Play Unified at www.playunified.org

Year 12 Cambridge
Residential Visit

Year 12 Visit To
UCAS Exhibition

I attended a one-week residential at Villiers Park
(a charitable organisation which supports social
mobility) alongside 25 other students from across the
UK. The residential was aimed at students interested in
potentially pursuing a career in law. It was an extremely
intense week with our days beginning from 9:15 and
ending at 21:00. The week consisted mainly of lectures
but did include a visit to a prison, law firm Freshfields
and talks about Oxbridge applications.

I thoroughly enjoyed my time at the UCAS exhibition
in Exeter. It was really helpful for me to decide what
courses I may want to partake in and where I would
want to study. The 360-degree experience gave me an
insight into university life as a student and what I could
experience in the future. There were so many different
universities at the exhibition so not only was it excellent
for me, but also for others who want to go into different
occupational fields. The seminars that were held were
also a huge help in learning about student life and how
to pick a course.

In one of our lectures we were taught how to construct
bail applications and then present them to a judge.
Learning how to do bail applications was one of my
favourite lectures as I want to go into criminal law and
this gave me a taster session of the kind of things I
will learn at university, which I loved. Once we had
all finished our applications we had to argue our
applications in front of a ‘judge’ whilst wearing
similar gowns to those worn by barristers.

Bobbi Gibson

The second part of the week that I particularly enjoyed
was visiting the prison. During our visit to the prison we
were taught alongside the prisoners which broke down
the barriers between us.
This changed my perspective on people in prison and
showed me that there’s a lot that I can learn from them,
they can learn from me and that we can learn together.
The visit to the prison really inspired me and I now hope
to do some volunteer work in prisons during my gap
year as I thoroughly enjoyed the experience.
Overall, I had an amazing week. The week definitely
confirmed to me that I want to study Law at university
and then go on to become a solicitor. I would 100%
recommend attending a residential with Villiers Park
or a similar organisation if the opportunity arises as,
although it’s daunting at first to travel somewhere
you’re unfamiliar with and spend the week with
complete strangers, you get to learn a lot about
yourself, university and your potential future career.
Jess Nsana

College Road Gets Creative
Pupils from College Road Primary came into the
College for an art workshop. A group of 28 Year 5
students produced collage and mono-print designs
based on shapes and patterns contained within
structures around Plymouth.
The work is then being displayed in an exhibition in June
at College Road Primary as part of an Arts celebration
week. The work will also form part of a My Plymouth
exhibition of work here at the College, along side work
from KS3 and 4 Art students.

Easter Revision Timetable
Class of 2018

&

Sixth Form

A Slice of Pi
on 14 March
Wednesday 14 March was
Pi Day - (when the date is
written in America’s format :
3.14 which is Pi!). The College
marked it with a variety of
activities including a competition to see who could
remember the most decimal places of Pi
Mathematics department Pi Battle winners
3rd Place Amy Pollard in Mr Klesniks Year 7 class
(30 decimal places of Pi remembered)
2nd Place Lili Jones in Mr Roberts Year 7 class
(34 decimal places of Pi remembered)
1st Place Hao Chen Jiang Miss Sayer Year 13 class
(41 decimal places of Pi remembered)
Tutor group awards for the Pi Dingbats
8.10 Miss Pitt: for correctly answering all the questions

Not A Goal Conceded
The year 7 Football team finished top of the Central
venue league unbeaten and without conceding a goal!
They now play the winners of the West of City league to
have the chance to be crowned champions of Plymouth.
Results were 1-0 V St Boniface, 1-0 V Sir John Hunt, 2-0
V All Saints, 5-0 V Eggbuckland and 2-0 V Tor Bridge
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