
Most Improved Results
Dear Parents/Carers,

Welcome back to a new school year at Stoke Damerel Community 
College where we are celebrating results which make us the most 
improved school in Plymouth in the past 12 months. The past 
academic year was incredibly busy but I am extremely proud of all our 
students, their achievements and their positive attitudes to their 
learning which have yielded so many successes throughout the past 
academic year.

We celebrated our GCSE and A Level examination successes with 
students and their parents on the two August Results Days with 
fantastic individual successes for many Year 13 students who 
secured top university places as well as some of the most desirable 
apprenticeships across a variety of industries.

The Class of 2018 (Year 11) did equally well - some of our young 
people achieved outstanding individual results with many being 
awarded the top grades in their exams. This success is down to the 
collaborative partnerships and hard work of pupils, parents and staff.

We started this term with a special welcome to our new Year 7 
students, who all look very smart in their new uniform. They have 
made a great start, impressing staff with their readiness to learn and 
have settled quickly into the daily routine of College life. 

As always the year ahead will be busy, full of learning challenges and 
exciting opportunities for all our students both in the classroom and 
beyond.

Miss Anita Frier
Executive Principal

Fri 28 Sept: Macmillan Coffee Morning
Fri 28 - Mon 1 Oct: Battlefields Workshop
Tues 2 Oct: Sixth Form Men B Immunisations
Thurs 4 Oct: National Poetry Day

Diary Dates
Thurs 13 Sept: Roald Dahl Day
Thurs 20 Sept: Dementia Croquet
Tues 25 Sept: Years 7 and 12 Tutor Evening
Thurs 27 Sept: Curriculum Collapse, P1 and 2
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Exam Results

"We had fantastic results in Year 13 and we're delighted to see all of our students achieve the grades that 
enabled them to go on to their next destination," said Vice Principal Mr Follett. "We have had a number of 
students go off to university and several achieve highly sought after apprenticeships with companies 
such as Babcock."

"Despite the more difficult new 9-1 GCSEs our Year 11 students excelled and achieved fantastic results," 
he said. "Not only did our students achieve some of the top grades but their hard work, effort, 
perseverance and resilience was clear throughout the whole year and the emotional results day was a 
testament to the work they had put in. As a College we would like to congratulate them on all of their 
successes."

The top ten GCSE 
students were: 
Mariana  Carneiro                       
Leanne Ackland
Ryan Wong
Kelly Telfer 
Oscar Gonzalez-Watson
Georgia Goodey
Brandon Birch
Harvey O' Driscoll
Matiullah  Oriakhail
Chloe Thomas

Our two highest performers in 
Sixth Form were:
Scott Hawes - ABB and a distinction in EPQ
Hao Chen Jiang - ABBC

There was lots to celebrate on our results days in 
August. Sixth Form results brought rewarding 
grades for students - 30 of whom are off to 
university with four about to embark on courses 
at Russell Group Universities: 

Scott Hawes: Mathematics - Exeter 
Hao Chen Jiang: Computer Science- Exeter 
Walid Yassine: Electrical Engineering - Bristol
Rebecca Tandy: Italian/Spanish - Cardiff



Student Destinations 2018

Welcome to the Class of 2023!

The Class of 2023 crossed the threshold of Stoke Damerel for their first 
day on Tuesday 5th September 2018. It was fabulous to see them arrive 
in the brand new Stoke Damerel uniform; looking so smart and 
professional. The day began with a welcome assembly with Miss Frier, 
the Principal, Ms MacManus, the Year 7 Academic and Pastoral Lead 
and members of the Senior Management Team. 

Ms MacManus talked to the students about how high expectations are 
the key to everything and how this was a blank page and fresh start in 
the next chapter of their life stories. The new Year 7s spent some of the 
day enjoying a ‘Talk The Talk’ workshop. These sessions were  
facilitated by a group of dynamic trainers with the aim of helping young 
people to develop their oracy skills and become better communicators. 
The whole experience proved to be a great success and was thoroughly 
enjoyed by all of the students and staff that attended. Then the Year 7s 
had the opportunity to get to know their tutors and each other as well as 
having a delicious lunch and exploring the College; making the most of 
having the school to themselves before the rest of the students arrived 
back on Wednesday. 

Ms MacManus said: “It was lovely to meet so many excited, eager and 
polite young people - I am so looking forward to working with them and 
supporting them to achieve their potential!”

Year 7 First Day



Battlefields Trip MP Impressed 
with Best Work

Awards Ceremony 2018

In July 46 students went on a World War One 
five-day Battlefields trip to Ypres in Belgium 
and the Somme region of France with the 
EBACC Faculty. This was a special year 
coinciding with the centennial events 
commemorating the end of the Great War in 
1918.

Towards the end of the Summer term Year 7 
Geography students investigated plastic pollution in 
the ocean. As a result, Year 7 were set homework to 
design a poster to raise awareness of this 
environmental issue. Tianna and Robert's homework 
was outstanding and was photographed and tweeted 
for the Principal’s Best Work. This was picked up by 
the National Marine Aquarium who invited the 
students to attend an event to celebrate the 
achievements of swimmer Lewis Pugh and to 
discuss a national marine park in Plymouth Sound. 

Tianna, Robert and their mums attended this event 
with Assistant Vice Principal Mrs Osmaston and met 
with local MP Luke Pollard and with Lewis Pugh 
to explain what 
their homework 
was about and 
how important it 
is to look after 
the environment.

After more than 12 months of planning and 
fundraising, the keen historians felt honoured to 
follow in the footsteps of soldiers in the tunnels 
and trenches
in the museums and
to pay their respects 
to the fallen at the 
cemeteries and 
memorials.

At the Menin Gate 
Last Post ceremony 
Emelia, Natalie and 
Jason proudly laid a 
poppy wreath on 
behalf of everyone 
here at 
Stoke Damerel 
Community College.

The achievements of the young people at our College were celebrated 
at the annual Awards Ceremony in July on the theme of This Is Me. 
Students received awards in a range of subjects for their resilience, 
independent learning, progress and achievement. Jasmine Short 
received the Principal’s Award for outstanding achievement and school 
ambassador.

Stephen Seki - a pharmacist and motivational speaker - was the guest of 
honour with Lord Mayor Sam Davey and spoke to the assembled 
audience of more than 400 staff, students and their families. Stephen 
spoke about his life in Uganda and his journey from farmer to 
pharmacist. "I felt so proud of all the students” he said. “The students 
are an absolute credit to the College and their families – it’s been a real 
privilege to be part of such a wonderful evening.” 


