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Headlines
The summer term is always an exciting time for students with
so many opportunities to participate in different learning
activities as we take advantage of longer days and, sometimes,
warm sunshine. Afternoon Tea, Summer Sports, Residential
Camping and a visit to the Zoo by the Languages Department
are just some of the activities students have enjoyed.
Of course this time of year is also busy for our Exams Team
who ensure students sitting their GCSE and ‘A’ Level
examinations are well supported. Over a hundred separate
examination sessions have successfully been planned and
arranged. We now look forward to receiving the results in August.
As we think about welcoming our new Year 7 students, the
Class of 2018, so we say a fond farewell to students in Year 13
many of whom are moving on to University. We have also taken
a trip down ‘Memory Lane’ with the Class of 2013 as Year 11
draws to a close. Wherever their chosen progression path
takes them staff and governors wish all students well.
Thank you for all your support this term. My very best wishes
to you and your family for an enjoyable summer.

Mrs C Hannaford
Principal

Diary
Dates:

28th June		

Year 13 Leavers Ball

12th July		

Year 11 Prom

2nd July		

Year 6 Induction Day

15th – 19th July

Curriculum Enhancement Week

4th July		

Year 6 Induction Day

19th July		

Last day of term

A Mathematics and Computing College

Celebration Evening
Celebration Evening provided a wonderful opportunity
for the Class of 2013 to take a ‘Trip Down Memory
Lane’. Planned by the Lead Students the evening
covered all the memorable moments that have marked
their journey from cute Year 7’s to mature Year 11’s.
Hosts for the evening were Charlie Pinch, Taylor
Mitchell and Nick Wood who smoothly introduced the
speakers, videos and performers to the attentive
audience. A high point of the evening came from George
Wilton, Leia Booth and Zoe Ellis who created a memory
box which included a school jumper (back in
September 2008 blazers were not school uniform!) a
Christmas Cracker (from the Year 11 Christmas Lunch)
and with a nod to the future a Brown Envelope
representing GCSE results day on August 22nd.

Vocational Results 2013
We have had another year of fantastic results for our
Year 11 students who have completed vocational
courses at City College Plymouth. Davina Dyer
exceeded her expected target and went on to achieve
Level 2 certificate in Hairdressing. Peter Tall and Ryan
Burdett have achieved qualifications in Vehicle
Mechanics, while Danny Hobbs and Scott Hosking have
both achieved success in Animal Care. Zenel Krasniqi
and Ryan Blakeman achieved qualifications in
Construction Trades. Ryan has also received an award
for Student of the Year for outstanding progress.
All the students will be progressing into the Sixth Form.
I would like to say well done to them all and I am very
proud of their achievements.
Mrs J Spencer
Vocational Coordinator.

Coracle-making project

Vinegar Tom – Another
successful production!
Year 12 Drama students presented their A Level
examined performance of Caryl Churchill’s Vinegar
Tom for parents, staff, friends and (of course) their
examiner. The play, set in the 17th century, follows the
story of a small community who accuse and hang
several of the women for being involved in witchcraft.
It is a story about poverty, humiliation and prejudice
which challenges the audience to consider their own
responsibilities within our society.
Engaging performances were created by our devoted
cast of seven actors: Danielle Watmore, Oban Green,
Courtney-Red Veitch, Natalie-Ann Rodda, Deanna Read,
Macauley Kelly and Danielle Roskelley. The production
was a huge success after months of hard work and
we are very proud of the students’ progress and
achievement.
Mrs A Clift
Director

A group of Year 9 students have been taking part in
12-week coracle-making project. The nine students
are learning a number of skills as they make four of the
lightweight boats. They have learned about harvesting
willow and hazel to make the structure of the boats and
how to use forestry equipment safely. The project is run
in partnership with The Zone’s Martyn and John who
are experts in bushcraftand outdoor pursuits. “This
group of students have participated fully and enjoyed
the whole experience to date,” said Mr Hammond, the
College’s youth inclusion manager. “They are all well
mannered and keen to learn the skills required to
complete the coracles to the best of their ability,” said
Mr Hammond. “It is a pleasure working with them.”
Coracles have been made using the same basic
techniques for centuries. Once the group’s coracles
are finished they will try them out by going river fishing
in them.
Mr G Hammond

Year 9 Student Success
Recently the English Department set Year 9 a challenge,
as part of the Prime Minister’s Challenge on Dementia
Awareness and Intergenerational Exchange in Schools.
Their task was to prepare a presentation, based on the
question, ‘What is dementia?’
Students across the year group tackled the challenge
with enthusiasm and produced a great number of
resources, including poetry, as well as using a variety of
approaches to the task. Class teachers had the difficult
job of choosing just one winning group per class, to go
forward to a final.
The competition was incredibly fierce, but, after lengthy
deliberations, the winners were finally selected. Due to
the high standard of the presentations, the judges found
it impossible to decide between second and third place,
so joint second winners were announced.
The winners are:
1st - Andre Cunha and John Trewin
Joint 2nd - Alanah Lloyd, Chloe Bostick and Rhianne
Davidson, Theo Carter, Zack Harris, Aleksandar
Cvetanovic and Jake Donkin Peters.
All finalists are invited to the Celebration event taking
place later this term, and the winners will be presenting
their work as part of the event.
Congratulations to all of the finalists!
Mrs L Gill

The Physical and Outdoor Education Department Present

Sports Personality
Sports
and Leadership Stories
of theNews
Year 2013
Year 7,8 and 9 football trip
to Stoke City

8th July
Monday
8th July 6.30pm
Sports
Personality
of
the Year 2013
The countdown is on for this year’s Sports Personality
of the Year. Our theme this year is Outdoor and
Adventure and we have a surprise guest of honour who
is a mountaineer and rock climber. “He has scaled some
of the biggest mountains in the world,” explained Mr
Gill, Deputy Curriculum Manager in PE. “The event is
a chance to celebrate all of our sporting achievements
over the last year and is a highlight of the calendar in
the summer term.”
There are a number of awards including one for
outstanding achievement. “This is the prize for
somebody who has done exceptionally well in their
chosen sport,” said Mr Gill. Previous winners include
Natasha Mead for representing Great Britain at athletics
and Dan Pullinger for playing rugby for England.
In addition there are Sports Personality winners for
Key Stages 3 and 4. Mr Gill added “These are chosen by
the PE department and are given to students for their
outstanding commitment to school sport, excellent
performance and dedication”.
It is a tradition for the guest of honour to be kept secret
until the night of the ceremony and previous guests
have included Tom Daley, Tonia Couch and Ian Holloway.
This is the eleventh Sports Personality Evening and the
celebration will take place in the hall on 8 July 2013
at 6.30pm.

The Stoke City Key Stage 3 Football weekend started
really early on a Friday morning at 6.15 am. Everyone was
very excited about the trip which included spending the
day in Alton Towers. Once again it was an early start on
Saturday to be ready for the tournament which started at
10 am. We headed down to the pitches and endured hail,
rain and sunshine all at the same time. The boys all performed
exceedingly well, with the year 7 team very nearly
making the final. That afternoon we had tickets to watch
Stoke City vs Norwich. The boys all had their photos taken
on the side of the pitch and thoroughly enjoyed the game.
Our trip ended on Sunday with a
training session taken by Stoke
City staff. We then had a tour of
the stadium where the boys got
to sit in Peter Crouche’s
changing room seat.
On the long journey back to
Plymouth everyone agreed it had
been an amazing experience.
Mr R Hammond

Year 8 Sports Leaders
In April this year the Leadership Academy promoted
Sports Leadership to Year 8. Application forms were
given out to students who needed to explain why they
wanted to become a sports leader. Twenty four students
were chosen and contracts were signed. The students
have all been placed in after school clubs at our local
primary schools where they help out and join in with the
younger children. They have made a very positive start to
their position as sports leaders and I am overwhelmed
with their enthusiasm and commitment so far.
Mrs E Morbey

Sports News and Leadership Stories

National Junior Indoor
Rowing Championships
Abby Lake made it through to the Plymouth and Regional
rounds of the rowing championships and impressed the
Plymouth Rowing Team so much that they invited her
to compete nationally in London. On our way to the
accommodation we managed to visit the Lea Valley White
Water Centre which was the venue for the London 2012
canoe slalom. While there we were fortunate enough to
see some of the GB stars training and talk to one of their
coaches. On arrival at the Lea Valley Athletics Centre we
were amazed by the sheer number of people and indoor
rowing machines. One hundred and twenty indoor rowing
machines sat waiting for the hundreds of competitors.
Abby took part in the year 7 race which meant that she
had to row as far as she could in two minutes. There were
four year 7 girls from the Plymouth team that had to fight
for their space to get into the Boat Race Relay team. Abby
easily won her trial and claimed her place in the team.
Well done and congratulations.

Flames Clubs
Twenty four sports leaders assisted me in delivering
Flames club to nine of our local primary schools over
the past term. This involved us going into the schools
either during the day or after school and completing a
variety of activities with children who don’t normally
attend after school clubs. We promoted the 7 values of
the Paralympics and Olympics - FRIENDSHIP, RESPECT,
EXCELLENCE, DETERMINATION, INSPIRATION,
COURAGE AND
EQUALITY. In July the
children who took part
are invited to Stoke
Damerel for a Flames
festival where they
will all meet and mix
with each other for an afternoon of fun. The sports
leaders confidence with the children grew dramatically
over the term and was fantastic to see.
Mrs E Morbey

Miss J Le Page

St Peters RC Primary
Health Day
During Health week in May a group of sports leaders
went to St Peter RC primary school to promote healthy
lifestyles and healthy eating. Different fun activities and
games with the children were completed in relation to
what was healthy to eat and what we should not have too
much off like sweets, cola and chocolate. They learnt
the content of sugar in different foods and drinks as
well as leaning about the importance of exercise and
how breakfast is the most important meal of the day.
All the children loved working with our sports leaders
throughout the day.
Mrs E Morbey

Sporting history at
Wembley Arena
Twenty three year 7-10 students got the opportunity to
watch history being made; that is the England Netball
team beating Australia in the International Netball
Series. The series is a three game event and Stoke
Damerel students got to watch the most exciting game
of them all. For some of the younger students this was
their first time away from home and for many, their first
visit to the capital. With this in mind great thanks needs
to be given to all the students who attended this trip as
they were a real pleasure to take away and they
represented the College exceptionally well.
Miss J Le Page

Charity Fund Raising
This year students across the College have identified
a number of charities they have decided to support.
Working on a number of fund raising projects and
joining in on Mufti Days cheques have been sent to the
following charities:
Walking with the Wounded £250.00
Indra Congress £250.00
MacMillan Cancer Support £606.51
Plymouth Food Bank £228.00
Children In Need £381.19
St Lukes Hospice £391.20
Comic Relief £1,321.45
Thank you to everyone who has so generously supported
our students raise money for these worthwhile causes

Mathematics - Out and
About!
Students in Key Stage 3 have been exploring real life
applications of mathematics in a number of events that
have been held throughout an action packed term.
Year 8 have been challenged to be part of a bedroom
design competition where each student was given a
budget and had to present a bedroom design to their
fellow class judges.

Gifted and talented students in year 7 and 8 have had a
taste of university life in mathematical master classes
exploring geometry and statistics. They spent sessions
at the university completing challenges alongside other
Devon schools. Year 7 students have also had the
opportunity to visit the historic Devonport column and
be the first school to climb to the top since the recent
re-development of the building. Students spent the day
completing tasks alongside architecture
What a great time we have been having in the community undergraduates and exploring
the links between mathematics
group. We have been extremely busy planning and
delivering events for our local residents and neighbours. and architecture.
We were extremely privileged to have Social Worker
The next great adventure for
Lorna Coulson come to meet with us and teach us how
Key Stage 3 is helping to design
to use hand drums setting them to songs we put
a fish tank at Plymouth
together ourselves. Lorna explained how it is
Aquarium. Well done to all the
particularly helpful to those suffering with dementia.
students who have participated
We also had discussions about how we can help and
support those caring for family members with dementia, in the recent events.
while enjoying a cup of tea and cake.
Mrs D Dyer
We are now preparing for a community coach trip to
Buckfast Abbey. The residents will have the opportunity to
wander around the Abbey and gardens, to look in the gift
shops and then enjoy a cream tea before returning to college.

Year 12 Community
Group

It has been a super year and we have really enjoyed
getting to know the residents and have had such fun
working together on the different events. We have learnt
so much about the benefits of community and how we
can gain from each other’s skills and experiences.
Mrs T Gribble

Georgie’s Guide
Former Stoke Damerel student Georgie Wellock has
returned to college to mentor Year 12 chemistry
students as they work towards their AS exams.
This is what she says; “Over the past few weeks I have
been mentoring a small group of AS level chemistry
students in the run up to their exams. Through the
sessions, they have proved that they are talented in the
subject, and with a small amount of extra support and
working together they are now on target to achieve the
grades that they deserve.“

Reading Champions
Reading for pleasure is actively encouraged at Stoke
Damerel Community College and we regularly celebrate
reading successes across the college. We have strong
reading community which supports the
National Literacy Trust Reading Champion Programme,
recruiting reading mentors from staff and Sixth Form
volunteers. The standard of our Sixth Form Reading
Mentors is exceptionally high this year and their
enthusiasm and dedication has not gone unnoticed.
The students who had the highest number of reading
sessions with their students were treated to a
celebration lunch with the College Librarian, Mrs
Wrennall and the Director of English, Mrs Ware. The
luxury three course meal was at the Glassblowing
House Restaurant on the Barbican. It has been amazing
to see how much some of our younger students have
grown in confidence with their reading and how they
look forward to reading with our Sixth Form mentors.

“For me mentoring has been a rewarding experience
helping these students to understand the chemical
concepts and then helping them develop the ability to
apply the concepts to their exams. We have found it
particularly worthwhile to talk through a topic - I can see
that the students are developing their understanding in
areas that were difficult to grasp.
It is on these occasions that
I know I am helping them
reach their full potential.”
Mentors from Plymouth University
are helping students in a range of subjects from Biology
to Photography – helping them to achieve the highest
grades. If you feel you would benefit from a mentor,
please speak to Miss Pinkney.

Mrs L Wrennall

Animal Care
The Year 11 Animal Care students have worked really
hard over the last three years and have all achieved
their Pass at BTec. The students have learnt to care for
animals and have completed projects on animal
behaviour, animal biology and animal welfare as well
as being responsible for looking after all our animals.
To celebrate their hard work the two classes are off to
Longleat Safari Park to learn about the welfare and care
of larger animals including Lions and Monkeys. There is
going to be fun, hopefully sun, lots of animals and more
for these brilliant students.
Mr D Fleetwood

Events at Our After
School Culture Club
This year Filiz Zeren and myself, Ms Rita, have started
a Culture Club to help our students learn about the rich
diversity in our community. It has proved to be a very
popular after school activity enabling our EAL/BME
students to share their cultural experiences while
finding out about our British traditions. One of the must
successful sessions was oriental dance and its origin,
where the group enjoyed a practical lesson in our Dance
Studio learning a whole dance sequence. The final event
of the year will be a party where everyone will bring a
recipe made at home.
Ms Rita

Young chef team

Year 8 Garden Project

Our 2013 young chef team did exceptionally well at the
recent Junior Chef competition. They had a lovely day
meeting Anton Piotrowski the winner of Masterchef 2013,
and enjoyed using a professional kitchen. All the competitors
were given tuition from top Devon chefs and worked
fantastically well to produce three great dishes.
Representing the College they looked the part and even
had their chef whites signed by the Plymouth Raiders who
were judging the competition. Well done team 2013!

A group of superb year 8 students have worked really
hard during some of their science lessons to clear and
prepare the garden area behind the Technology block.
The pond is clean and they have dug and planted
vegetable and flower beds. They now eagerly await the
grand opening later this term when a cream tea will be
served. Special thanks go to Mr Cavey for providing the
wood for this garden.

Miss G Torr

The students said:
“It has been a new experience for me , something I have
never done before. I really enjoyed it.” Chloe Adshead

Creative Industries Day

“I enjoyed planting strawberries, beans and flowers.”
Molly Telford.

Twelve Year 8 students were nominated to take part in
a workshop celebrating their hard work and success
in Creative Industries Day. Their reward was a two-day
Stiltskin Creative Arts & Theatre Company workshop to
produce two large puppets to be used in the Plymouth
Lord Mayor’s Day Parade. The first day was spent bending
and taping willow to create a woolly mammoth and Ice Age
deer, inspired by the story of Cattedown Man - a collection
of prehistoric bones found in a cave in the Cattedown area
of Plymouth. The puppets, inspired by the techniques used
in the theatre production of War Horse, were covered in
stockinette ahead of the parade on 18 May 2013. Iain Slade
who worked with the students said he was impressed with
how hard the group had worked. “They have been brilliant”
“They are a real credit to your school.”

“The garden was a real mess but I have
worked hard to make it look good.”
Levi Adams.

Mr I Stephens

Examinations 2013

Stoke Damerel Community College

Weds 11th Sept 2013
at 6.30pm

A warm welcome is extended to
all Year 6 pupils and their parents

OPEN
EVENING
• Principal’s presentation 6.30pm
• Hands on activities
• Displays of students’ work
• Guided tours of the College
• Meet subject staff
• Demonstrations and Performances
• Free Car parking at City Business Park
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“I have really enjoyed the whole
project.” Ryan Wain.
“The area was such a mess but we knew
by working together we could make it look good for
everyone to enjoy.” Callum Magee
I have made my own wild flower meadow. We call it
Cavey’s Country Corner. “ David Cavey.
Mrs C Jarvis and Mr C Clements

Students who have worked hard to achieve their very
best in this year’s examinations will be eager to find out
their results. Arrangements for the collection of GCSE
and ‘A’ Level results is as follows:
Thursday 15th August 10 am in Senior Dining
Room – AS and A2
Thursday 22nd August 10 am in Senior Dining
Room – Year 11 GCSE
11 am in Senior Dining Room – Year 9, 10 and Sixth Form
GCSE
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Staff look forward to celebrating with students and their
parents on both results days.
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Contact us:

Stoke Damerel Community College
Somerset Place, Stoke, Plymouth, PL3 4BD
Tel: 01752 556065
Fax: 01752 562323
Email: info@sdcc.plymouth.sch.uk
Web: www.sdcc.net

