• Easter Special • Easter Special • Easter Special • Easter Special•

Word
on the Street

A Trust School

Stoke Damerel Community College Newsletter

A High Performing Specialist School

March 2013

Headlines
I know parents, students, governors and friends of our College
look forward to reading in “Word on the Street” about the
many events and activities that take place each term. This
Easter Special shares once again how busy staff have been
providing exciting learning experiences for students.
Year 11 have unveiled their brand new common room. Planned by
Class 2013 Team Leaders with Mrs Burnard, break and lunchtimes
are now much more comfortable with a place to meet friends, listen
to music or catch up on homework.
National Science and Engineering Week was launched with lots of
sparkles, explosions and experiments at our Science Evening. This
year’s theme of “Invention” was brought to life with exhibits from
our local universities including an opportunity to ride a Segway.
To keep up to date with life here at Stoke Damerel please visit our
website where new stories are regularly uploaded.
As we all look forward to warmer days and hopefully sunshine I
wish you and your family a Happy Easter and holiday.
Thank you for your continued support, it is very much appreciated.
Yours sincerely

Mrs C Hannaford
Principal

Diary
Dates:

28th March

Last day of term

3rd May		

Japanese Festival of Children

15th April		

Term begins

6th May		

Bank Holiday

25th April		

Junior Maths Challenge Day

14th May		

Year 7 HPV3 Immunisation Day

30th April

Sixth Form Community Event 2 pm

A Mathematics and Computing College

Oh what a night!
Stoke Damerel Community College’s Celebration
Evening was a chance to celebrate the achievements
of students over the past academic year and to launch a
very special new award. The College welcomed
special guests Dawn French and her brother Gary to
see the first ever recipients of an award dedicated to
their mother’s memory receive their prize.
Each member of the audience was handed a wristband
before they took their seats and once the music started
it became clear what they were for - pulsating in time
to each piece of music the wristbands also served as a
novel and innovative reminder of a fantastic evening.
The night opened with a stunning performance of Stay
by Melissa Adams, Alicia Goncalves, Robert Partridge,
Melissa also performed Skyfall later in the evening.
Each year group’s video presentation charting their year
was introduced with witty, confident speeches by two
students and was followed by their learning manager
presenting the individual awards to students nominated
by staff for outstanding achievement and progress.
Plymouth City Council leader Tudor Evans made a
speech introducing the Roma French Awards. He told
the audience about Roma’s work in the city, her love of
Plymouth and of learning.
The very first recipients of the award - Marie-Claire
Nsana, Josh Westcott and Scott Hosking - were then
presented with their scrolls.
Scott was said to be a much-loved member of Year 11
while Josh was described as someone who would have
won Roma’s respect because, like her, he always wants
to learn. Marie-Claire received her award because she
always “strives to make the lives of others better”.
Ms J Laing
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Record for Year 11
Maths students

March Results
For all the students waiting on GCSE March
Examinations results, these will be issued on Thursday
18th April. Once we have these results your teachers
will then decide with you whether any re-sits will need
to be done for the Summer Examination series.
Summer Examinations
After the Examination Team has sent entries to the
Boards, we will then allocate venues, seats and issue
you with your Yellow timetable along with all the
relevant information that will prepare you for your
Summer Examinations. This information will be posted
home to you towards the end of April. You will need to
carefully check all your personal details are correct
and that all your Examinations are shown. Any errors or
omissions should be reported to the Examinations Office
immediately. We are also here to answer any questions
you may have about the examinations you are taking
this summer. Good Luck to all our students involved in
Examinations this year. We look forward to sharing and
celebrating your summer results with you :A level - Thursday 15th August
GCSE - Thursday 22nd August

Class of 2013 Maths students have beaten the school
record for the most students achieving a grade C or
higher at GCSE by this point in the academic year.
One hundred and eleven (52%) of the 215 students have
now achieved C or above, with two students pupils
achieving A*s, four gaining As and 18 getting Bs. “This
is a record for any year group still with two exams to
go - in March and June - before the end of Year 11,” said
Maths teacher Mr Galley.
The successful students have their own words of advice
to those still to sit the exam: “Think positively - and don’t
give up!” Tom “It took me three times to get my C grade,
but I got it because I didn’t give up,” Zoe “The revision
sessions were really helpful and rewarding. All the
extra help paid off in the end,” Leia, “I didn’t get this
far by quitting. Keep moving forward and you’ll get
to your goals,” Vince
There were congratulations too for Science students,
two of whom achieved A*s in the November exams,
from teacher Miss Orrell. “I am really proud of our year
11 cohort who have recently received their November
examination results,” said Miss Orrell.
“They have been committed to the subject and to
revision, having attended after-school classes with
their teachers. They are a really enthusiastic and
strong year group. Class of 2013 are certainly on track
to celebrate excellent results in August.

Mrs C Dunford

Tables highlight
student progress
Stoke Damerel Community College students had
much to celebrate when the government’s latest
secondary school league tables were released.
Each year the government produces tables to
allow the comparison of school information and
all GCSE students at Stoke Damerel made
expected or above expected progress in English
and Maths in 2012.
“The tables show what good progress our students
make at Stoke Damerel,” said Mrs Hannaford.

“This compares the level that students come in to the college
with, to the grades they get when they leave, 1000 would be
“We were also delighted to see that Stoke Damerel had average and we achieved 1019.7.”
the second highest Value Added score in the city.

Talent Show 2013
Before half term the Humanities Department hosted
the annual ‘SDCC All Stars Talent show’. Students
from Year 7, 8 and 9 successfully auditioned to be in
the final, and performed a variety of acts in front of an
enthusiastic and supportive audience of family, friends
and staff.
Backstage the students were very excited and a
little nervous; and for some of them it was the first time
they had ever performed in front of a large audience.
The “Celebrity” judges for the show were Mrs “Amanda
Holden”-Hannaford, Miss “Cheryl Cole”-Copestake,
and Mr Simon “Cowell”- Kelly who all gave the
performers encouraging and worthy comments. The
show was compered by Miss Sayer and Mr Tweedie.

At the interval some students, who are going on the
Italy 2014 International Fieldtrip, sold refreshments and
organised a raffle. While the judges made their decision
the audience were entertained by the Humanities staff.
First place was awarded to Joe Boniface, Year 8, who
performed a marvellous Magic Act doing a card trick
involving the whole audience who are still baffled as to
how it was done.
Second place was awarded to Caitlin Ferries with a
Baton Twirling routine, and joint third place winners
were Victoria Jasper who sang an Adele number &
Caitlin Stacey who performed a Mace Twirling routine,
all from Year 7. The Humanities team would like to
thank everyone involved who made the evening such
a huge success.
Mrs K Hill

Creating a (book) buzz!
Over the past ten weeks students in year 7 have been
working in tutor teams to create an enterprise product
based upon a book they have been reading. Students
have had a day off timetable to develop their skills in
creativity, independence and teamwork, and finally got
to see the results of all their hard work at a Book Buzz
Fair. Their work from the past 10 weeks was on display in
the main hall at lunch time when year 7 had the chance
to vote for the best project, and also to look at the books
other tutor groups have been reading. Students created
some amazing displays and the enthusiasm and positive
attitude students demonstrated made this an extremely
successful project.
Miss K Beddard

Active Learning Project
in Nepal - Spring 2013
Namaste! Tashi delek
It was during a regular morning staff meeting that
Mrs Hannaford asked if anyone would like to apply for
a trip to Nepal, supporting Tibetan teachers in
developing their understanding and use of active
learning techniques. Good Job I was listening! I was
instantly curious and so decided to find out about The
Snow Lion Foundation and Maitri Ratna, Nepal .
After a rigorous interview process I was selected as the
teacher who would lead the project, starting the work
in Nepal in February. As you can imagine I was very
excited to be visiting a fascinating country and working
with Nepal teachers.

My first steps were to learn about the context of the
project. The Learning Institute in Callington, working
with Roger Catchpole and Michèle Laouénan, have been
commissioned by Tibetan educational organisations
to introduce active learning into schools which serve
Tibetan refugees in Nepal.

The teachers I worked with came from secondary,
primary and kindergarten phases; some from small
schools in outlying villages, many making substantial
journeys to join the programme, trekking across the
Himalayas to take part. As they walked to the training
centre, I travelled by air from the UK to Nepal. What an
assault on the senses greeted me in Kathmandu.
The first two days involved getting use to the climate
and exploring Kathmandu. Words cannot truly describe
the sights I saw – Buddhist and Hindu temples, often
wreathed in peace flags, tiny shrines on street corners,
carefully tended amidst piles of refuse, exciting market
places in streets of crumbling gothic architecture. As I
walked I met local people and enjoyed the local delicacy
of MO MO and sweet tea, I was thrilled to take Year 11
assembly via Skype link from Kathmandu.
After that it was off to Jampaling to work with the
teachers at the Lekshedh Tsal School. The group were
inspirational and fully behind the introduction of active
learning, keen to develop this in their teaching.

Throughout January I spent time planning seminars
and preparing to deliver training which I hoped would
both inform and inspire best practice. I was later to
learn how motivated and dedicated these teachers are,
often working in challenging circumstances.

My time in Nepal was over too quickly and before I
knew it, I found myself making the long journey home,
with fond memories, fifteen new friends and hundreds
of photographs! The project however is ongoing. I will
spend the next eight months mentoring and supporting
on- line the teachers in Nepal as they complete their
portfolios of evidence, which will then be assessed.
This was an amazing experience - I worked alongside
fantastic people who have so much to give, and seen the
most amazing sights. I will never forget my two weeks
in Nepal it was an amazing experience.
Mr J Trudgett

Horrible Hazards day
From learning how to pack a disaster rucksack to
designing a building capable of withstanding an
earthquake Year 8 students were treated to an array of
workshops highlighting the breadth of topics covered in
GCSE Geography. Taken off timetable for the whole day,
students each attended six sessions including ones run
by Shelterbox, St John Ambulance and
Dartmoor Rescue. The students were split into groups
each named after a hurricane and also learned about
how the weather is used to predict disasters and looked
at the effects of volcanoes and how they affect the lives
of people who live close to them.
Humanities curriculum assistant Mrs Hill, who helped
organise the day, said she hoped that it gave students a
flavour of studying Geography for GCSE.
“We’re so grateful that so many outside agencies took
part as well, it makes the day really interesting for
students.” The students certainly appreciated it and
said it would be great to do it again.

A break (dance) from
lessons
Break time took on whole new meaning when students
were treated to a display of break dancing. Just 4 Funk’s
Matthew Macklin came in to the College to let students
know about the free workshops being run by Attik Dance.
The workshops are held every Monday evening from
6-8pm and are free for students living in the Stonehouse,
Devonport and Mount Wise areas of the city. “Students
got involved and spent time learning some tricky moves
and had a real taste of what the workshops have to offer,”
said dance teacher Mrs Secker. Year 7 CJ was the first
to take to the floor with Matthew and “really enjoyed it”.
“I really like break dancing and he taught me some new
things, it was really good.” Callum said:” I thought it was
nice that someone would come in to school to teach us
this kind of thing,” while Luke said he hoped Attik Dance
would come back to the College in the future.

Mrs K Hill

Japanese Trip to
Plymouth University
Every Tuesday a group of very keen year 7 students
learn Japanese and do Manga. I decided to take them
on a Saturday morning to Plymouth University for an
introduction to Japanese Language and Culture. Callum
Macey, Jess Gerrans, Grace Chadwick and Courtney
Manning got up early to join me for a 9 o’clock start.
We learned how to write and how to speak a few
sentences in Japanese. We also learned about Haikus
and Japanese traditions and students also dressed in
kimonos. Our teacher, Hillary who has interpreted for
Bill Clinton and the Emperor of Japan himself, was very
impressed by the skills and good manners of the
students. Everyone agreed it was a wonderful opportunity
to learn about a fascinating language and culture.
Miss F Bathany

Young Chef Team 2013
Later this month, three of our most talented and
enthusiastic Year 10 GCSE Catering students will be
taking part in the infamous City College Young Chef
Challenge. Their task is to design and make a 3 course
meal comprising of a starter that uses spinach, a salmon
main and yoghurt based dessert for two Plymouth
Raiders players to sample and judge. This team this year
is Edwin Ngamau, Chloe Gregory and Rebecca Taylor.
We wish them lots of luck.
Miss G Torr and Mrs D Hillman

College launches
Work Club
Stoke Damerel Community College is launching its own
work club to help parents and siblings of students who
are looking for a job. Working with Plymouth Job Centre
the weekly meetings will offer our parents advice and
support on how to develop their skills to make a
successful pathway into employment. The Work Club will
be based in College and will offer the chance for parents
to use resource facilities to build new contacts, share
job-hunting experience and get advice on lots of job skills,
from writing CVs to being interviewed.
“By making new contacts, developing skills and meeting
employers, we hope that those who attend will benefit from
new opportunities,” said Mrs McLaughlin, the College’s
HR advisor.”As we are working with Job Centre Plus,
joining our Work Club counts as an ‘actively seeking work’
occasion.” During each session there will be opportunities
to swap ideas and experiences and talk to guest speakers
from local businesses. The club meets each Wednesday
from 10am to 12pm in the Conference Room.
“We will offer you a very warm welcome with plenty of
tea, coffee and biscuits - we would love to see you.”
For further information please contact Mrs McLaughlin
on 01752 284108 or workclub@sdcc.net

School Report
It’s that time of year again where our budding journalists
get the chance to report for the BBC News School
Report. This year the students focussed their attention
on Dartmoor Zoological Park where they were given
the opportunity to interview Ben Mee, the author of ‘We
Bought a Zoo’; his book was recently made into a movie
starring Matt Damon, so our students were very keen to
fire questions and get to know the reasons behind Ben
Mee’s plans for the Park.
The students were treated to a journalism Master Class
by Ben Mee, as well as a tour of the Zoo where Coral
Higham, the Park’s Education Officer, discussed the
individual animals with them and allowed them to
handle specific species. All in all, it was a successful day:
serious journalism skills were covered and the students
are now in the process of editing and producing their own
articles and pieces to camera for the BBC News School
Report which will be available on our website.
Miss N Radford

Talk is a novel
experience
Year 7 students had a rare treat when they were read
an extract from a new book. Andrew Beasley’s book
The Battles of Ben Kingdom: The Claws of Evil was
published on 1st March and the author came to speak
to students.
“All my life I’ve loved books,” said Andrew, “so I’m really
thrilled that, after 20 years of trying, my book is coming
out in a few weeks’ time.” He then explained a bit about
the book’s main character Ben Kingdom, a Victorian
street urchin.
“He’s a great kid, and he wants to do the right thing but
he makes a lot of mistakes and every one he makes has
serious consequences.”
As well as being a writer, Andrew is a Year 1 and 2
teacher at Stoke Damerel Primary School and had even
taught some of the Year 7s who were in the audience for
the special assembly.
“I think I was probably teaching them when I was doing
the research for this book!”
he explained. The book is
set in 1891, a period that
Andrew has always been
interested in, so it was
a natural setting for
his story. The students
listened intently to
Andrew read and
afterwards , Kieran, said
it was “very good, it felt
really special to hear a
bit of a book that no-one
else has read.”

Sports Report
Sports leaders meet
paralympic
swimmer David Hill
Six of our senior sports leaders, assisted in the
Plymouth Ability Games back in February. They had a
day of training before the main event where they learnt
how to assist children with disabilities in a variety of
sports. They met David hill who was a Paralympic
swimmer for Team GB in 2004 and he gave a
presentation to all the leaders who were assisting in the
Ability Games the following week where over 300
children participated. It was an honour for the students
to meet and chat to David who talked about how he
came to terms with his disability and now helps train
Paralympic swimmers and athletes. All the sports
leaders came away from the event inspired by how the
children didn’t let any of their disabilities stop them
from taking part in the day’s events.

U13 Indoor
Athletic Champions

Primary Year 3 and 4
Football

The competition was a lot harder in Torbay with many top
athletics representing sixteen schools from around the
County. At the end of a very long and tiring day we were
thrilled that the boys came top by a massive 43 points
ahead of the second place school from Exeter, and added
together with the girls results who also did very well the
team came seventh overall.

There were seventy year 3 and 4 pupils from eight of
our primary school who took part in a football festival
here at Stoke Damerel. At stake was a set of tickets for
the U18 international football match between England
and Northern Ireland being held at Plymouth Argyle for
the winners. St Joseph’s won the tickets with Keyham
Barton coming 2nd and Marlborough finishing 3rd.
The event was run by our year 9 sports leaders who
refereed, looked after the teams by encouraging and
putting on coaching sessions for them.

The U13 mixed indoor athletic team competed at
Marjons in February against eight Plymouth schools.
After a lot of hard work and determination in field and
track events the team came top and everyone received
gold medals, a certificate and a place in the County
Championships in Torbay.

Congratulations to the whole team.

The enthusiasm and teamwork from all the children
who took part was fantastic, the cold weather didn’t
deter them and all eight primary schools who took
part were a credit to themselves and their schools.
Mrs Morbey and Mr Harris
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