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Headlines
As Christmas approaches I have been looking back on a very
successful and busy term. Among the numerous highlights
it is good to reflect on the enthusiasm and passion for learning so many students have shown by taking advantage of the
exciting opportunities staff have provided. From star gazing to
meeting authors, from croquet matches to “bikeability” and
from theatre visits to Duke of Edinburgh Award activities, there
is something to stretch and challenge everyone.
Our annual Celebration Evening is always a special occasion
particularly because students are able to tell their own stories
about what makes Stoke Damerel the place they want to be.
Supported by video diaries and photo montages, parents and
special guests are always amazed by the range of experiences
and achievements the student presenters share.
Congratulations to all the prize winners who were recognised
on the evening for their outstanding contribution to our College.
Thank you for all your continued support this term. It is very
much appreciated by all of us here at Stoke Damerel. I also
wish you and your family a very happy and peaceful Christmas.
Yours sincerely
Mrs C Hannaford
Principal

Diary
Dates:

11th/12th Dec

College Pantomime

17th Dec		

Christmas Lunch

19th Dec		
		

Last Day of Term.
College closes at 12.30pm

6th Jan		

Term begins

16th Jan		
		

Year 8 Parent Curriculum
Choice Evening 6 pm

22nd Jan		

Year 11 Next Step Evening 6 pm

6th Feb		
		

Year 10, 11 and Sixth Form
Parents Evening 3.30 – 6 pm
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He spoke to the audience of more than 400 students, staff
and parents about how he came to take over Dartmoor
Zoo. It was part of a packed evening which saw more
than 100 students recognised for their achievements in a
range of subjects and their contribution to College life.
In addition to a variety of video and musical performances
a number of special annual awards were presented as
well as the Roma French Awards.

￼

The evening opened with a musical performance
The awards, which are sponsored by The Drake
Foundation and Plymouth City Council, are now
presented annually in the name of Roma who was a
well-known local campaigner and charity worker. Her
son Gary and daughter, comedian Dawn French, together
with Captain Arthur Ainslie, chair of the Drake Foundation,
were there to hand over the three special awards.
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￼
Five months of preparation came to fruition at Stoke
Damerel Community College’s annual Celebration
Evening attended by some very special guests. Ben Mee
of ‘We Bought a Zoo’ fame was our Guest of Honour who
presented certificates to all the award winners.
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Celebration Evening
a ‘huge success’
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Introducing the awards
rsday November 21st
Councillor Nicky Williams
Main Hall - 7pm
described Roma, who
died in 2012, as
“someone who tirelessly
educated herself and was always helping young
people to recognise their potential”. The winners were
Chelsie Brown, Megan Fearn and Tyler Stacey. Ben
Mee said he had “thoroughly” enjoyed the evening. “They
were a lovely audience and I was really impressed with
the student presenters. They displayed some
world-class comic timing and I noticed that Dawn French
was laughing at their jokes - she’s a professional so they
must have been doing something right. It was amazing
to see the inner confidence of the students, that can’t be
taught. You need to create an environment where that
can happen and that’s clearly happening here.“
Assistant Vice Principal Mr Giles, who organises the
event said: “The evening was a huge success and
I would like to congratulate all the student winners.”

Maths Marvels
Maths Marvels has made a fantastic start to the school
year. Held every Thursday in MA6, where an increasing
number of Keystage 3 students take part in exciting and
rewarding mathematical missions. So far students have
completed various missions which include Number,
Pattern, Measuring and Shape.
All students in Year 7 and Year 8 are welcome to join
Miss Brown, Miss Bryce and Mr Hussey from 3-4pm on
Thursdays in room MA6 and take part in
the next exciting Maths Marvel Mission.
To the right is a picture of Maths
Club on the last day of term
before Halloween. Students
are creating decorations
out of nets of shapes.

Mathematical workshop
Recently a group of four Year 10 students represented
Stoke Damerel in a mathematical workshop at Coombe
Dean School. Run by the Exeter Mathematics School
and led by Dr Gihan Marasingha, the workshop was
an introduction to cryptography and cyphertext, a way
of encoding messages using digits and rearranging
the alphabet.
Cryptography began in the era of Julius Caesar, who
used it to send messages to and from his allies.
Caesar’s cryptography was a simple encoding, just
moving the letters of the alphabet three steps to the
right. The workshop was challenging and interesting as
we learnt many new skills including encoding and
decoding both other people’s text and our own
messages. Everyone agreed it was a great insight into
how Maths can be used outside the classroom.

Year 12 A-Level
maths students
Very early on Saturday morning, five Year 12 A-Level
maths students left Plymouth for the Mozilla Festival
(‘Mozfest’) in Greenwich, London. Mozfest is held
annually by open source code giants Mozilla, creators
of internet web browser Mozilla Firefox. The festival is
attended by hundreds of experts in the computing and
technology industries from all over the World. Ali Jan,
Megan Fearn, Daniel Morgan, Lewis Loveridge and
Holly Macey were looking at careers for mathematicians
and maths graduates within the computing and
programming industries. Daniel Morgan said that he
was “surprised by the number of different opportunities
for mathematics in the computing industry”. Students
got to explore areas of computing, such as App Making,
3D Printing and Games Design. In the afternoon students were able to get hands-on with some of the technologies on show; Ali and Lewis got involved in soldering together some robotics kits and Holly Macey looked
at programming a Raspberry Pi, a computer designed
to teach young people the basics of computing. Holly
enjoyed the day, saying; “It was really cool; especially
the way in which you could see how to build a computer
game basically from scratch”. For more information
about this year’s Mozfest, and future Mozfests please
go along to the website at http://mozillafestival.org/.
Mr R Galley
This is Caesar’s cipher text:

Using Caesar’s codes translate this:
1. PQLHB AXJBOBI ZLJJRKFQV ZLIIDBD
2. F GRPQ ABZFMEA QBUQ
Sam Weeks (Year 10)

Creative Industries:
Autumn Term News

Hospitality students
Year 9 Hospitality students will get ‘On Board’ with First
Great Western again this year for another exciting project.
Pullman Chef Paul Tregillis delivered his introductory
session to Mrs Lethbridge and Miss Allwood’s classes,
where the Fine Dining project was explained to the
students. The two classes will compete against each
other to produce three course menus, including a
vegetarian option. Each menu must be suitable for
service on Pullman Dining Cars and use locally sourced,
sustainable ingredients. The menus will be served to a
lucky panel of judges in March 2014. There will also be
an advertising poster competition for Pullman Dining
Cars, with the winning entry being displayed in train
stations from Penzance to Paddington. Paul will return
to the college in December to deliver a food hygiene
session and will also be coming in periodically to support
our students while they develop their menus.
Mrs H Lethbridge

Second year dental students
In the new year, Stoke Damerel Community College will
be hosting second year dental students from Peninsula
Dental School. The visiting dental students will take
groups of Year 7 students through several oral health
stations including oral hygiene instruction, brushing
teeth and the use of interdental aids. The remaining
stations deal with the effects of fizzy drinks on teeth
and a discussion of the marketing of these drinks by
targeting young people. Following this, Year 7 will
have an opportunity to visit and tour Devonport Dental
Education Facility – and possibly dress up and try out
being a dentist! If you would like your child or family
to attend Peninsula Dental School’s Devonport
Dental Education Facility please telephone 08451 558 109
during the hours of 9.00am - 4.30pm. You may be asked
to leave your contact details so an appointment can be
made when one becomes available.
Mrs B Stanley

It has been a busy and exciting time in the Creative
Industries Faculty and not just because of the hard
work and learning across all key stages. Drama
students wowed a huge audience at The Respect festival
in Plymouth, with a powerful combination of theatre,
dance and song raising awareness of racial equality.
Textiles students had the opportunity to experience the
delicate and precise art of silk screening, working with
Plymouth College of Art to produce silkscreen images
for coursework enhancement. Year 12 Art students
meanwhile, visited Buckfastleigh Butterfly Farm to
collect resources and images for their fine art projects.
Images were also harvested at Mount Edgecumbe
Country Park by Year 12 photography students who were
fine tuning their landscape photography skills. Media
students however, were not enjoying such tranquil
surroundings as special effects professional Tony
Gartland brought a zombie to school and taught
students how to create realistic looking wounds as
used in the movie industry. Design students were lucky
enough to experience the work of Gareth Neal firsthand,
at his radical furniture design exhibition. The exhibition
was very hands-on and students were able to use and
interact with the furniture, gaining lots of ideas for their
own work in the process.
Year 8 Art and Design students began the festive
activity season by creating some huge lantern structures
with Stiltskin Theatre Company. The over sized lanterns
were paraded through the city centre at a festival of
light as the Christmas Lights were switched on. The city
centre switch on was made an even more spectacular
event, accompanied as it was by talented Stoke Damerel
musicians. Students took centre stage in Drake Circus
and were highly praised for the quality and energy of
their performances by the organisers.

A Mid-Autumn Day’s
Theatre Trip

Year 7 ride designers
flushed with success

Miss Dignon and Miss Burman had the absolute
pleasure of supervising a trip to the Theatre Royal to
see a matinee performance of A Midsummer Night’s
Dream for 10 of our Year 11 students. Propeller are
renowned for their visually spectacular productions
and they didn’t disappoint on this occasion. The all-male
cast portrayed the characters wonderfully and the
production was truly enchanting. Our students were
great ambassadors for our college and really enjoyed
the production.

The next time you’re enjoying the thrills and spills of a
ride at an adventure park, think about the effort that
went into designing it. A group of Year 7s certainly will
after they were set a challenge by five Sixth formers to
create a new ride for Woodlands Family Theme Park.
The day-long event included a rare chance to quiz Pat
Bendall from Woodlands, who also helped judge the
final competition.
￼
The day was broken down into different activities such
as creating a brand new ride, designing a logo and
banner as well as developing a TV/radio advert all of
which was presented to the judges. Students relished
the chance to ask Mrs Bendall about how she and her
family created Woodlands with questions ranging from
how much each ride cost to install to discovering which
one is her own personal favourite.
 ￼
The winning team from Tutor Group 7.9 were Ellie,
Megan, Chloe, Campbell and Jordan. They won
because of the theme they chose and the different
experiences the ride offered. Mrs Bendall added she
would be “thrilled” to come back to visit the College
again.“I’ve thoroughly enjoyed myself,” she said, as she
handed out Woodlands gift bags to all the finalists.

National Debate
Competition
Every year only a handful of schools take part in a
National Debate Competition organised by the Institute
of Ideas and held exclusively for Sixth formers with a
head for research and a passion for disagreeing with
those around them. A large number of our dedicated
Sixth formers gave up a considerable amount of their
free time to prepare for the tough competition they
would face in the first regional round. The students,
Olivia Bara, Peter Emptage, Marie-Claire Nsana,
Victoria Tippett, Danielle Watmore, Sophie Baines and
Elly Raposo all travelled to Torquay to compete against
some very experienced schools. Danielle Watmore and
Peter Emptage took the floor first against a very
experienced team from Torquay Boy’s Grammar
School. The motion up for discussion was: “individuals with unhealthy lifestyles should receive restricted
access to NHS treatments.” After a heated debate, with
both sides trading some wonderful points, Torquay
managed to move to the next round and into the final
debate against Bodmin Community College. This meant
our team could only watch as Torquay tried their very
best to fend off a very strong Bodmin Community
College. However, Torquay lacked the ‘killer questions’

needed and Bodmin eventually went onto win the entire
competition.
All of the students represented the College with great vigour
and impressed the judges with a ‘notable effort to what was
a very hard motion to discuss and to defend’.
Each student worked hard to ensure their arguments were
as strong and convincing as possible and with the guidance
of Miss Branson and Miss Garratt they certainly were!
A huge well done to all involved.
Mr Nicholls

Takeover Day takes off
Chloe and Georgie took over the College website as
part of the Children’s Commissioner’s Takeover Day
and updated the homepage all day. Here is their report:

Kristina is in Year 10 and has been the College display
co-ordinator with Miss Arrowsmith creating a
mini-exhibition at Reception about a day in the life of
Stoke Damerel. “Her brief was to notice the unnoticed,”
explained Miss Arrowsmith. “She has done a brilliant job
and it’s been really good to get a different
perspective on creative ideas.

The entire takeover team poses for a photograph with
Mrs Hannaford at the end of a busy day
Takeover Day final update:
More than 40 students have been working as teachers,
catering assistants and even the College Principal. In
addition to roles as teachers in the Dance, English and
Science departments a student news crew from SDCC
TV has been filming everyone at work in their new jobs
while Chloe and Georgie have been running the
College website and updating a special Takeover Day
page throughout the day. Mrs Porch, the College’s
Careers Co-ordinator said: “This year we had nearly
150 applications for 44 placements, we support this
national campaign because it invests in the development
of young people. Creating employability skills for young
people is crucial to future successes and for our
students to achieve employment in the future.”

Miss Isaac who was replaced by Shannon who is in year
10 said “It was fun to have a student working alongside
me”. Shannon commented it had been “very busy” at
student reception especially first thing in the morning.

Mr Weekes, the College first aider, worked with
Takeover Day student Elle, who said: “I think it is
exciting to be a first aid assistant, because I get to learn
about how to treat patients and about medical
equipment.” By lunchtime they had seen 12 patients.
Mr Weekes remarked that Elle had been “a great help”.

Dementia 4 Schools
initiative

Teaching and Learning
Camp

A visitor from the Dementia 4 Schools initiative said
he was “bowled over” by the work going on at Stoke
Damerel Community College to make it a
dementia-friendly school.

Over a two week period in October, 200 Year 8
students grasped the opportunity to attend Stoke
Damerel’s first ever Teaching and Learning Camp.
Students were given the option to extend their knowledge
at one of three residential camps organised by Mr Cole.

Eddy McDowall from the Health & Social Care
Partnership travelled from Oxford to spend the day at
the College to find out more about the way dementia
education has been embedded in the curriculum over
the past year.
As part of his visit Mr McDowall joined in a game of
croquet with Year 7 students and a group of elderly
visitors.
“I was just bowled over by the range and enthusiasm of
the project,” said Mr McDowall.
“You can see it in the faces of the students and the
teachers, it is clear that it is absolutely embedded in the
school ethos.
As well as a game of croquet Mr McDowall met
students involved in the project and was shown
examples of their work. Mr Towers, who leads the
College’s dementia project, said “Our visitor was very
impressed with the work that we are doing and just
how knowledgeable and caring our students are. He
said we are leading dementia education, with a unique
vision and approach by incorporating dementia
education across the curriculum.”

The camps were:
• Humanities and Applied Learning and Enterprise
• English and Maths with Creative Industries
• Science Academy
The Camp was based at Broadleas Activity Centre,
near Haytor Rock on Dartmoor, a truly beautiful setting.
Students were able to choose whether or not to sleep
indoors in dormitories or camp in large tents out in the
fresh Dartmoor air. Three nutritious meals a day were
prepared for the students by the wonderful staff at the
activity centre. The Broadleas staff were ably supported
by our very own Y12/13 Public Service students who
were there to support the camps throughout the two
weeks. Learning was the main focus; relating
classroom teaching to the natural environment to make
learning purposeful. Star gazing, bushcraft, landscape
photography and mathematical tower building were
just a sample of the learning activities provided over the
two week period. The staff were truly inspirational and
students had an experience of a lifetime.

The College has set up a new microsite www.sdcc.net/
dementia showcasing its dementia work so it can
easily be shared with other schools who want to
become involved with similar projects.
Year 7 student Mya Walker’s report about playing
croquet as part of the College’s Dementia Project made
it in to First News, the national newspaper for children.

Mr D Cole

Year 8 Sports Leaders

Sports students shown
Patten for success

The promotion in assembly by the Sports Leadership
Academy, encouraged Year 8 to complete application
forms to become Sports Leaders. Primary schools
were chosen and students deployed to help in
after-school clubs. Altogether 33 new Year 8 sports
leaders went with smiles on their faces and a lot of
excitement to give support to our feeder primary
schools. So far I have had nothing but positive
comments and reports from staff at the primary
schools. I am very excited for times ahead for these
wonderful young leaders.

Students had the chance to get their hands on a real
Olympic medal when they met their sporting mentor
for the first time. Olympic bronze medalist swimmer,
Cassie Patten, paid her first visit to the College as part
of Sky Sports Living for Sport project. The 10-week
project, which is delivered in partnership with the Youth
Sport Trust, uses sport stars and sport skills to boost
students’ confidence and increase attainment.

Gold And Platinum
Ambassadors
Cassie, who is from Cornwall, spoke to a group of
20 talented Year 7,8 and 9 female sport students about
her life before letting them hold the medal she won
in the 10 km open water swimming event at the 2008
Beijing Olympics. The College is one of 10 schools in the
South West to have been allocated a mentor and Cassie
was handpicked by the Youth Sport Trust because of her
unique personal journey, overcoming a range of
challenges to achieve sporting success.
“I hope they enjoyed hearing my story, they certainly
asked some excellent questions!” said Cassie.
“My aim is to inspire young people to look beyond school
sport and think about taking it to the next level.
I also want to reinforce the idea that being a female
involved in sport is a positive thing - I’m really looking
forward to working with Stoke Damerel.” PE teacher
Miss Le Page explained that she applied for the College
to take part after seeing an advert for the project during
the summer holidays. “We are so lucky to have Cassie
coming in to work with our students, I know they will
benefit enormously,” she said.

Congratulations to Taylor Mitchell in Year 12 and Millie
Roberts in Year 13 who are now Gold Ambassadors for
Sports Leadership and to Jen Horkins and Jaz Walklin
both in Year 13, who have achieved the highest sports
leadership award possible: Platinum Ambassadors.
The amount of work and time they have all put into their
sports supporting the PE department, the leadership
academy and younger sports leaders is immeasurable.
They are always around to help encourage the students
in College as well as with the younger children at our
local primaries. I look forward to working with them in
the year ahead.
Mrs E Morbey
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Stoke Damerel Community College
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Web: www.sdcc.net

