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Headlines
Welcome back to a new school year. After a wonderful
summer it is good to return and see students and staff
refreshed and ready for the challenges ahead.
Our new Year 7 students arrived this week looking very smart
in their uniform. Their excitement at joining our College was
clear to see and they have quickly settled in. Of course during
the summer students who had taken examinations came in
to receive their results. Both ‘A’ Level and GCSE results days
were happy occasions with lots of individual success stories
to celebrate. I am extremely proud that students at Stoke
Damerel are determined to make the most of every learning
opportunity and aim to achieve the very best results.
Once again the staff have planned and prepared a wide range
of fulfilling learning activities and events for the term ahead.
I look forward to sharing them with you.
Your support is important to us and very much appreciated.
Yours sincerely

Mrs C Hannaford
Principal

Diary
Dates:

19th Sept

Super Hero Day

14th Oct

Year 8 Curriculum Residential Week 2

23rd Sept

Year 7 Residential Camp Week

25th Oct

Staff only day

26th Sept

Red Carpet Awards Evening

28th Oct – 1st Nov

Half Term

7th Oct

Year 8 Curriculum Residential Week 1

A Mathematics and Computing College
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Examination Success
Students and their parents, governors and members of
staff celebrated strong performance in both ‘A’ Level and
GCSE examinations. Smiles and expressions of great
happiness were the order of the day along with heartfelt
exclamations of “Congratulations”. Once all the infamous
‘Brown Envelopes’ had been opened many individual
successes were shared with friends and family.

Overview of results
54% of students achieved
at least 5 A*-C grades
including English and Maths
GCSE
5+ A*-C including English and Maths		
5+ A*-C grades					
A*-C passes in English				
A*-C passes in Maths				
A*-C passes in core Science			

54%
92%
66%
64%
84%

Top Students
Samuel Beacham: A* Maths, Further Maths, Science,
Business Studies + 5As, 5Bs, 1C
Ali Jan: A* Maths, Further Maths, Chemistry,
Physics + 6As, 1B
Robert Grainger: A* Science, RS + 10As, 1B, 1C
Daniel Morgan: A* Maths, ICT, + 5As, 5Bs, 2Cs
George Wilton: A* Science, RS + 4As, 8Bs
Nicole Keslake: A* English Literature, Science, RS + 3As, 6Bs
Charlie Pinch: A* Science + 6As, 7Bs, 2Cs
Charlotte Allman-Collins: A* Science + 5As, 6Bs, 3Cs
Stephanie Hughes: A* Dance + 6Bs, 4Cs
Esmae Pearce-Jenkinson: 6As, 4Bs, 2Cs
‘A’ Level
97% pass rate at A2/Level 3
22.5.61 APS per entry
629.92 APS per student
Top Students
			
Billy Worthington
Jay Colwill		
Nicole Baines		
Tyler Rickard		
Brooke Sayer		

Points
885
870
855
810
810

A*,B,B
A,B,B
Distinction*, C,D,D
A,A,A
B,B,B

Warm congratulations to all our students who
have achieved examination success this year.
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Where have they gone?
This year 42 students have successfully taken up places at University. We wish them well in their studies.

Mary Nyikadzinashe

UCAS
University
Destinations
for 2013

Fashion Studies
Martha Nyikadzinashe
Creative Expressive
Therapies

Shan Teo
Mechanical Engineering with
Foundation Yr

DERBY

Chiluya Phiri
LOUGHBOROUGH

Psychology & Sociology

leavers

Nicola Law

Amber Edwards

LONDON
SOUTH BANK

Fine Art (Fdg)

Multimedia journalism

Astrid Nsana
Management with
Marketing

Samantha Adams
Digital Film and Television Production

SWANSEA

Tyler Rickard
SOMERSET COLLEGE

Russian & Economics
(Flexible combined
honours)

Katherine Penney

BRIGHTON & HOVE

SOUTHAMPTON
PCAD

FALMOUTH

James Kenney
Theatre

PORTSMOUTH

Commercial Photography

Alex Lemin
Biology

SUSSEX

EXETER

CORNWALL
COLLEGE

PLYMOUTH

Ashley Richards

BOURNEMOUTH

Biological Sciences

UCP
MARJON

Jasmin Coles
Creative Events
Management

Laura Crocker
Medical Sciences

Ross Griffin
Criminology

Billy Worthington
Physics
Chloe Beeney
Law

Leanne Milne
English

Coral-Lea Brimacombe
Media Arts

Brooke Sayer

Tom Williams
Computing with

Lauren Sheikh
Zoological Conservation (2014)

Foudation Yr
Jasmine Pickett ,
Kurtis Hickford &
Abigail White
Extended Science
Ellie Norman
Bioscience
(South Devon
College)

Aspirational Visit to the
University of Edinburgh
It was the last day of our summer half term break and
instead of getting ready to go back to school, Lucy Peart
and Aleksandar Cvetanovic, were preparing to go to
Edinburgh to visit the University.
“The opportunity of going to a city that I have never been
to before was very exciting and one that I did not want to
miss.” The visit to a university is part of the Russell
Group of Universities to enable more students to want to
aspire to have a University education. Edinburgh is
approximately 487 miles from Plymouth and I was glad
that we were not travelling that distance by car. In fact
we, along with Mr Ward, were flying from Exeter to

Jay Colwill

Mathematics with
Education

Computer Science
Jasmine Pickett ,
Kurtis Hickford &
Abigail White
Extended Science
Toni Lethbridge &
Kenneth Bennett
Forensic Science
(Foundation)

Ben Morgan

Gemma Conn

Law

Occupational Therapy

Tom John

Nicole Baines
Primary (Humanities)

Business Management

Edinburgh. Once inEdinburgh we had a walk around
the old city and saw the famous Edinburgh Castle and a
street performer playing the bagpipes. After a good night
sleep the next day we went to find the University to find
out what it would be like to go to University and study.
Once we had an introduction to the University we had
a tour of the campus to see all the different faculty and
buildings that students had access to for their
learning. As the University of Edinburgh is one of the
leading research institutions in the world for Informatics
we got to see how robots are been used to help with
amputees. Visiting Edinburgh University helped us to
gain a better understanding of what it would be like to
study at a university and to understand the range of
courses available to me.”
Lucy Peart
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Class 2013 Prom
On a balmy summer evening in July the only place to be
for The Class of 2013 was The Duke of Cornwall Hotel.
Proud parents joined the Year 11 Pastoral Team and
staff as Year 11 walked The Red Carpet at the start of
the Prom Night. Several mums had tears in their eyes
at the transformation of sons and daughters into
handsome young men and beautiful young women.
This eagerly-awaited evening was a tremendous
success with everyone who attended in party mood.
During the night there was dancing, opportunities to
admire outfits and dresses, time for commemorative
photographs, a delicious buffet and, top of the bill,
Mrs Mills singing “The Wonder of You”. As the evening
drew to a close students shared it had been an
“amazing night” and would treasure their memories
and the photographs for years to come.
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“We did notice one other set of twins when we dropped
our boys off for the first day but for there to be six sets,
that’s really something.”
“We do pride ourselves on being a family school with
many generations coming through our doors,” said Mrs
Hannaford
“This just adds to the family atmosphere!”

Staff see double as six
sets of twins join Year 7
Staff at Stoke Damerel Community College will find
themselves doing more than the odd double take this
academic year after six sets of twins started in Year 7.
The 11-year-olds joined the College on 3 September
2013 and their arrival has practically doubled the number
of twins on the roll. Staff are unable to recall any previous year group ever containing more than three sets of
twins and, with this week’s influx, a total of 14 sets now
attend the College.
“It really is extraordinary,” said Mrs Hannaford.
“It is definitely going to present some joy and some
challenges – I sense some fun coming on.”
Cody and Ethan Evans, Charlotte and Chloe Zisimides,
Charlie and Joseph Knight, Aimee and Chloe Bond,
Abigail and Charlotte Milden and Andrew and Steven
Turner are part of the College’s latest intake from 26
primary schools across the city. Year 7 learning manager,
Miss Lewis, said it was “wonderful” to meet all 240 of the
new students on Tuesday.
“It is very unusual to have six sets of twins in one year
group,“ said Miss Lewis.
“But I’m sure it won’t take me and the other teachers
long to get to know the students, although it does make it
a little more difficult if they are identical!“ Cody and Ethan
said they were very surprised to find they weren’t the
only twins in the Class of 2018.
“I couldn’t believe it when I found out,” said Ethan.
“We were the only ones in our year at primary school, so
it’s nice not to be the only twins here,” added Cody.
Gary Turner, father of Andrew and Steven, said he was
“amazed” when he heard about all the other twins in his
sons’ year.

Bikeability
Bikeability is ‘cycling proficiency’ for the 21st Century,
designed to give the next generation the skills and
confidence to ride bikes on today’s roads. There are three
bikeability levels. A child will typically start
Bikeability lessons once they have learnt to ride a bike,
with 10-11 year olds progressing through to Level 2, and
then on to level 3 at secondary school (11-18 year olds).
Certificates and shiny luminous badges for each level are
awarded to young people who successfully complete each
course with everyone encouraged and inspired to achieve
all three levels.
Ten Year 7 students recently took part in Bikeability and
appreciated the long awaited sunny weather which made
the cycling more enjoyable. The Level 1 students were
based on the schools grounds. Some were unable to cycle
to start with but with perseverance they gained confidence
and were successful. Level 2 and 3 students were able
to experience cycling on roads around Plymouth Hoe. All
the students managed to complete their course and the
instructors said they were the best behaved and most
motivated since they last visited the College.
Mrs Morbey
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Curriculum Activities
Week 2013
Our final assembly of the year was a celebration of the
many and varied student achievements linked to
Curriculum Enhancement Week. The theme of
Leadership provided a host of opportunities for students
to participate in and enjoy their chosen activity. Before
gathering in the hall to see video and film footage of the
week’s events each CEW group set up a display stand in
The Street featuring photographs and other items
relating to student learning experiences. The displays
allowed staff and students to learn all about the
highlights and special moments of each activity.
During the assembly students agreed with Mrs
Hannaford it had been “a brilliant week”. She presented
special CEW Leadership Awards to those students who had
demonstrated their outstanding ability to support and care
for others through leadership. The assembly concluded
with a number of demonstrations including Fencing,
Dancing and Magic. Mr Lynch and Mrs Gill who organise
CEW were thrilled with the levels of enthusiasm and
commitment shown by students and staff alike, which
was enhanced by the glorious sunshine throughout the
week. Planning for CEW 2014 has already begun.
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Sports Personality 2013
Sports Personality 2013 was once again a great
success and congratulations to all the winners this year.
Your commitment and enthusiasm is what makes this
college great. Our guest of honor who presented the
awards was Ben Heason who is truly inspirational.
His dedication, passion and enthusiasm was felt by
everyone as he spoke to the audience.
Ben started out as a keen hill walker growing up in
North Wales under the looming shadows of Snowdonia
National Park and after moving to university he found
his love for climbing. Ever since then he has pushed
himself harder and higher in an effort to perfect his
skills on the rock face.
After several expeditions and climbing trips he soon
realised that to truly be a pioneer he had to tackle a
climb so tough and demanding that it had never been
achieved before. He found himself with a small team of
friends from every corner of the globe staring up at an
overwhelming sight. His challenge was to climb a
dizzying height of 979 metres (3230 feet) straight up the
face of Angel Falls in Venezuela, the highest waterfall in
the world. An account of his trip along with photographs
are on his website at www.benheason.com
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Maths Champion
of Champions
Eighty Year 7 students, who had successfully
completed their reward scheme targets, took part in
the first Maths Champion of Champions event. In
glorious sunshine the teams of 10 competed in Jelly and
Spoon races, throw the welly, blindfold obstacle course,
giant Jenga and more. Some students managed to cool
down by getting wet
in the fill-the-holeytube event and
several students
managed to score
penalty goals despite
Mr Hammond’s best
goal keeping efforts.
The top two teams
then had a tug of war
to decide the winning
team, followed by a knockout fencing competition
between the students in the winning team. Steph
Davison was victorious in a superb demonstration of
fencing skills. Congratulations to all students who
were eligible to participate. Your Maths skills and
effort have been recognised and rewarded.
Mrs S Wrigley

News of Former Students
Adam Faldo, 1st Class Honours degree, Plymouth
University in Computing specialising in Games
Development. Adam has now established his own
company called Version Zero.
Tom Fox went to Bangor University and has achieved
his BSc in Ocean Science 2.2.
Dale Chaplin graduated from Plymouth University
achieving BA International Relations with Politics 2.1
Mike Seneviratne achieved BSc Hons 1st Class in
Medicine at UCL and has now qualified as a doctor.
Mike now plans to do his foundation years in Sheffield
where he will specialise in Psychiatry.

Contact us:
Stoke Damerel Community College
Somerset Place, Stoke, Plymouth, PL3 4BD
Tel: 01752 556065
Fax: 01752 562323
Email: info@sdcc.plymouth.sch.uk
Web: www.sdcc.net

Coracle project ends
in ship-shape fashion
The successful completion of a project to build and sail
a coracle was marked with a special presentation of
certificates for the students involved. One of the vessels
they created was also presented to the College which
will now be customised and put on display. The group
had been learning how to create the small, lightweight
boats from willow and hazel throughout the summer
term and they have made weekly visits to Lopwell Dam
to work on their coracles.
The project is run in partnership with The Zone’s
Martyn and John who are experts in bushcraft and
outdoor pursuits and John came to the assembly to give
the students their certificates. “The lads from the school
were a credit to you right throughout the 12 weeks,” said
John. “They were brilliant.”
Year 9 Kieran said the group “felt really happy and proud
of ourselves”. “The best things were the camp fires and
the sausages and I had a really good experience, I’d
definitely recommend for other people to do it.”
Jake said the best thing for him was being outdoors. “It
was great when we got to try the coracles out.”
Mr Hammond, the College’s youth inclusion manager,
described the project as “a huge success”. “The group
managed to build five complete coracles which all
floated and learnt bushcraft skills like foraging for hazel
and willow and building open fires and cooking on them.
“They developed their communication skills and learnt
to work as a team and negotiated certain activities with
members of staff.” He added that the students had all
improved their writing skills by completing a weekly
diary and all nine students achieved AQA unit awards in
Introduction to Bush Craft Skills and Participating in a
Group Work Programme.
“These are nationally recognised certificates of
achievement,” said Mr Hammond. “Working in partnership with the Zone we are looking to further our
programmes and looking to gain future funding to run
similar projects next year.”
Ms J Laing

