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Professor Patricia Livesy, executive dean of Plymouth 
University's Faculty of Health and Human Sciences, 
said: "As a partner we will support the school in a 
number of ways including providing skills based 
sessions, masterclass speakers and specialised careers 
advice for students."This is an exciting development in 
preparing the next generation of healthcare 
professionals at a time of shortage in the region and professionals at a time of shortage in the region and 
nationally."

Studio schools are more like workplaces with a longer 
school day and classroom teaching combined with work 
placements.At first students will carry out work 
experience from half a day to a full day each week.

It is anticipated that a proportion of the initial student 
intake to the school – which will employ a staff of about 
40 when full – will come from SDCC, one of the city's 
most popular and over-subscribed schools which is 
gaining a national reputation for its Dementia Project 
work.

"We wholeheartedly endorse this exciting vision for the "We wholeheartedly endorse this exciting vision for the 
studio school," said Professor Robert Sneyd, Dean of 
PUPSMD."The proposal of the studio school to use a 
project-based learning style as a significant component 
of the students' learning is one we look forward to 
helping the studio school develop."

Scan QR code to hear Mrs 
Hannaford speaking to 
Radio Plymouth about our 
Studio School plans
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THE NEW school will aim to train the dentists and 
doctors of the future – and will help address a skills 
shortage in healthcare in Plymouth, health chiefs say.

The school is being sponsored by Stoke Damerel 
Community College (SDCC) and is set to open in 
September 2017 despite not having a specific site in mind.
Plans for the 375-place studio school were announced by Plans for the 375-place studio school were announced by 
the Department for Education yesterday. The school will 
offer places to teenagers in Years 9 to 13 with a 
curriculum that offers clear routes to medicine and 
dentistry courses.The studio school will be separate from 
SDCC, but will be part of a "multi-academy trust".

"We are delighted our medical and healthcare studio "We are delighted our medical and healthcare studio 
school has been given the go-ahead," said Carol 
Hannaford, principal of SDCC."Young people at our new 
school will graduate to desirable, long-term professional 
careers in the local, national or international healthcare 
sectors," she said."Working with, and advised by, 
Plymouth University and the healthcare industry the studio 
school will offer a project-based learning approach with school will offer a project-based learning approach with 
high-quality work experience with clear paths to future 
employment."We look forward to welcoming our first 
students in September 2017."

Key to the vision for the school is its partnership with a 
Local partners include the Plymouth University Peninsula 
Schools of Medicine and Dentistry (PUPSMD), the 
University's Faculty of Health and Human Sciences, the 
Northern, Eastern, Western Devon Clinical 
Commissioning Group (NEW Devon CCG), Plymouth 
NHS Hospitals Trust, Public Health Plymouth, Age UK 
Plymouth and Waypoints Dementia Care Home.Plymouth and Waypoints Dementia Care Home.

"The need for this provision from an employment, health 
and economic point of view is something which is long 
overdue in the city," said Greg Dix, director of Nursing, 
Plymouth NHS Hospitals Trust. "We are looking forward to 
being part of shaping the learning of young people 
planning careers in the health service."
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Mrs Carol Hannaford pictured with Year 9 students, 
Bobbi, James, Tom and Roma who will be in the first 
Sixth Form intake of the Studio School.



SECONDARY SCHOOL students stacked the shelves as 
they got to see first-hand how the money they raised 
for the Plymouth Foodbank was put to good use.
The Stoke Damerel Community College pupils raised 
more than £700 by staging a mufti day.

Two Year 11 students paid a visit to the Stonehouse-based Two Year 11 students paid a visit to the Stonehouse-based 
foodbank to see the work being done at the local charity. 
Andre Amaral and Sophie Richards handed over the 
cheque to Eunice Halliday, the project co-ordinator.

Plymouth Foodbank is run by a network of 70 volunteers 
and is part of the Trussell Trust Foodbank network.

Eunice said: "The students have raised a wonderful amount Eunice said: "The students have raised a wonderful amount 
of money."And it's not the first time Stoke Damerel has 
supported us in this way and it's lovely to be able to actually 
show the students how their money is helping."

As well as showing the students around the Manor Street As well as showing the students around the Manor Street 
site, including the newly-built storeroom, Mrs Halliday 
explained to them that the foodbank was currently quite low 
on stocks of rice pudding, cartons of juice and carrier bags.

Sophie, 15, said: "It's amazing to think just one day of not 
wearing uniform can raise this much money.

"I'm really glad we chose this charity to support."

Rachel Miller, the college's director of student welfare, Rachel Miller, the college's director of student welfare, 
said the foodbank had played an "extremely important" 
role in supporting a number of college families in times of 
crisis.

"It is not only a food source but a welcoming place where 
additional services and assistance can be provided which 
they might not have been aware of," she said.

"It was fascinating and also humbling to see so many "It was fascinating and also humbling to see so many 
volunteers giving their time to help others and it was 
extremely inspiring to our students who visited."

Eunice Halliday, Andre Amaral, Sophie Richards and Rachel Miller with the cheque from 
Stoke Damerel Community College at Plymouth Foodbank.
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Seven-month-old Ronnie 
Roberts on the Batman chair

FORGET the Batmobile! A Plymouth design student 
has created a chair fit for any Batman fan.

James Todd's chair, created as part of his 3D design 
course at Stoke Damerel Community College, comes 
complete with two pockets for pens and a special comic 
book holder.

The chair project was inspired by the work of sculptural The chair project was inspired by the work of sculptural 
furniture maker Barry Mays, who is based at Cotehele, 
and saw 17 students given a simple brief to design a 
chair but with as much creativity as possible.

"I really enjoyed making it – it took about six weeks," "I really enjoyed making it – it took about six weeks," 
said James, who hopes to go on to a career in product 
design. "I'm really inspired by DC Comics and I just love 
making things."

And James' chair was shown off to full effect when a And James' chair was shown off to full effect when a 
tiny Batman came to visit. Photography technician 
James Robert's seven-month old son Ronnie came 
dressed a superhero to try the chair out as the students' 
creations were photographed for their portfolios

Tim Welbourne, head of creative industries at the Tim Welbourne, head of creative industries at the 
college, said: "The class of 17 students were given a 
very simple brief – to design a chair. "Adam Doyle and I 
team teach the Year 12 design group and we follow the 
philosophical set of rules to reduce, reclaim and reuse.

"The great thing about setting young designers the "The great thing about setting young designers the 
challenge of making a product out of reclaimed or 
recycled materials is that it adds a whole new 
dimension to the making process.

"We've used whatever we could get hold of, from the "We've used whatever we could get hold of, from the 
pallets which come from the school's paper deliveries to 
reclaimed MDF.We are also very grateful to Larry 
Speare for giving us carpet tubes which have also been 
put to very good use by our students."

Chloe-Jay Wilson made her chair entirely of tree Chloe-Jay Wilson made her chair entirely of tree 
branches, decorated with foliage and complete with 
mini planters. Pictured to the right."I went with a 
mystical theme. I've enjoyed making it and I'm really 
pleased with how it's turned out," she said.

The 17 chairs the students produced are 
now on show in the college for everyone to 
see.

"Many of the chairs look professionally 
made," said Mr Welbourne. "I'm very 
impressed with our students' work."

Chloe-Jay 
Wilson 
pictured pictured 
with her 
chair which 
is made 
entirely of 
tree 
branches
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