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Headlines
The Autumn Term is always busy with a number of planned events
for us to welcome parents, visitors and special guests. First came
Open Evening where more than 500 Year 6 pupils and their families
spent a warm evening in September meeting students and staff as
they toured the College. After half term we held our Next Step Evening
for Year 11. Again the assembly hall was packed with parents and
Year 11 students who were keen to learn about the many choices
available within our Sixth Form and from local providers too.
Most recently came the highlight of the year, Celebration Evening,
where students from every year group are nominated for
achievement and progress awards based on their work during the
previous academic year. The theme for Celebration Evening was
“partnerships” chosen because of the strong collaboration we have
forged with a number of partners during the past academic year
including Plymouth University Peninsula School of Medicine and
Dentistry, University Faculty of Health and Human Sciences,
Derriford Hospital, AGE UK and Waypoints Dementia Care Home.
Our guest of honour, Pete Nash, is the CEO of PLP with whom we
are proud to have a long-established relationship. In his address
Pete spoke about the importance of all people working in different
education settings across Plymouth with great commitment so
“the wonderful young people who have received awards tonight”
can be supported and challenged to achieve their dreams.
Thank you for your partnership and support this term.
Yours sincerely
Mrs C Hannaford

Diary
Dates:

College production of Little Shop of Horrors: 8th, 9th and 10th December 2015
College Christmas lunch: 16th December 2015
Last day of term: 17th December 2015 – students leave at 12.20pm
First day of Spring term: 6th January 2016

A Mathematics and Computing College
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Celebration evening
Stoke Damerel Community College has celebrated its
partnerships within the communities of Plymouth and
beyond as part of the College’s annual Celebration Evening.
Pete Nash from Plymouth Learning Partnership was
the special guest speaker at our annual event where
more than 150 students were recognised for their
achievements in a range of subjects and their
contribution to College life.
Mr Nash’s speech to the audience of more than 400
students, staff and parents was part of a packed
evening which featured a variety of video and musical
performances as well as the presentation of a number
of special achievement awards.
“I was in awe at the self-confidence, awareness and
insight of your students, it made me feel confident that
our future is in safe hands,” said Mr Nash. “Thank you for
an inspiring evening.”
Assistant vice principal Mr Giles, who organises the
evening, said: “It is always a pleasure acknowledging the
hard work our students put into their lessons throughout
the year on this prestigious occasion.”
“This year’s theme of partnerships epitomises the
collaboration of students, parents and teachers to
realise the potential of all our students.
“More than 150 of them were recognised for their hard
work by the whole teaching staff from every curriculum
area and there were 250 proud family members
present on the night to give their support to them all.
“I’d like to thank our students, their families and our
staff for all the effort they put into making this such an
enjoyable evening – I look forward to doing it all again
at Celebration Evening 2016!”
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Celebration Evening Roll of Honour
AWARD

SUBJECT

WINNER

Jay Rumbold Award

PE and Sport

Paige Price

An award made in the name of Jay Rumbold a Year 10 student
who died suddenly in March 2000 while taking part in sport. The
award recognises dedication and service to sport in the College.

10

YEAR

Maths Governors’ Award

Maths

Elijah Berry

Awarded to students who have excelled in our Core Partnership
Subjects of English and Mathematics.

11

English Governors’ Award

English

Matthew Haynes

Awarded to students who have excelled in our Core Partnership
Subjects of English and Mathematics.

10

The Sylvia Jarvis Award – Library

Library

Chloe Hobbs

An award made in the name of the late Sylvia Jarvis, Librarian,
for services to the College Library.

12

John Leslie Webb Technology

Technology

Oliver Barlow

Awarded by The Worshipful Association of Glassworkers, during
a College Technology Project with the Dartington Glass Company.
Awarded for outstanding achievement in Technology.

10

Alison Penney Outdoor Education

Outdoor Education

Richard Pinn

An award made in the name of the late Alison Penney to
recognise endeavour in outdoor pursuits. Alison worked as a
Science Technician and energetically supported students seeking personal achievement in the Ten Tors Event and The Duke of
Edinburgh Award Scheme.

12

Kate Angus Personal dedication

Personal Dedication

Harry Mordue

A perpetual award made by ex-student Kate Angus to recognise
outstanding personal dedication and achievement.

11

High Attaining Pupil Award

Whole School

Sophie Fisher

An award presented to a student who has shown dedication and
commitment to their academic studies in a particular area of
strength.

10

The Roma French Award

Personal Dedication

Daniel Symons

Working with the support of his teachers, family and peers.
Daniel has grown into a confident young man who has achieved
exceptional academic success.

11

Principal’s Award Winner

Jake DonkinPeters

Jake embodies the finest qualities expected of students: highly
motivated, independent work ethic, a creative thinker with the
ability to both lead and support others.

11

Principal’s Award Winner

Aiden Edgar

Throughout his school career Aiden has supported his peers and
teachers by demonstrating his openness to and empathy for the
opinions and feelings of others. He has also entertained the Class
of 2015 on many occasions by playing, with great passion, his
trombone.

11

Principal’s Award Winner

Aiden Gilley

As a Sports Leader who has devoted many hours to coaching
across our community of local schools Aiden’s caring personality
has allowed him to work with his peers and younger students in
pursuit of health, fitness and sporting values

11

Principal’s Award Winner

Sophie Richards

As an active member of Year 11 Team Leaders Sophie demonstrated her genuine care and support for others when leading
a project to raise funds for the community food bank. She also
has the strength of character to make smart academic decisions
resulting in superb GCSE grades.

11

Remembrance Service
at Crownhill Fort
“They gave their tomorrows so we could have our
todays….Lest we never forget…”

Battlefields trip brings
history to life
Months of fundraising by 40 Social Sciences students
paid off when they enjoyed a packed trip to see
battlefields in Belgium and France.
The 40 students had an early start on 2 November 2015
- leaving College at 5am and arriving at 6pm at
the Peace Village Hostel in Ypres which overlooks
the Messines Ridge Battlefields and memorial.
The next morning meant another early start to fit in a
packed day visiting battlefield sites around Ypres.
The first stop was the Passchendaele Museum and the
next was Tyne Cot, the resting place of 11,954 soldiers
- the largest Commonwealth military cemetery in the
world. A visit to the In Flanders Field museum followed.
There was a short stop at Langemark German Military
Cemetery and then a trip to a Belgian chocolatier.
“In the evening we attended the Menin Gate Last Post
Ceremony where Mia and Aiden proudly laid a wreath
on behalf of the College,” said Miss Hill, Social Sciences
curriculum assistant who accompanied the trip with Mr
Arnold, Miss Sayer and Miss Walters.
“On the third day we travelled back over the border to
the Somme region of France to visit Vimy Ridge.”
A short stop at the Mametz Devonshire Regiment
Cemetery was followed by a visit to Thiepval then
Newfoundland Memorial Park was the final visit of
the day. Days four and five saw a significant change of
scenery as the students visited Disneyland Paris parks
to learn about travel and tourism.
“What a terrific week we had with great company
making new friends across different years and the
memories will no doubt last forever!” said Miss Hill.

On Armistice Day four senior cadets - Jimmy, Kacper,
Luke and Scott - had the great privilege of taking part
in the Remembrance service held at Crownhill Fort.
The service was organised by the Royal British Legion
on behalf of the Burma Star Association and everyone
coped amazingly, despite the huge downpour of rain! Our
students were joined by representatives of the majority of ex-service associations including the Royal Fleet
Auxiliary, RAF Association and members of the WRAF.
Many of the people there were ex-service men and family from World War Two, the Falklands and the Iraq war.
The service was hosted by the Co-Operative and was
jointly run by chaplains from the Navy, Army and RAF.
The crowd heard about the efforts of those involved
in each of the armed forces in both World Wars One
and Two. Stories were also told about those in the Iraq
conflicts and everyone was encouraged to think about
those fighting battles in Syria and around the world.
The students from the CCF represented the school to
the highest degree, as the Plymouth College CCF were
the only uniformed representatives this year.
The students stood to attention when the Last Post was
played and when wreaths and poppies were laid at the
monument in Crownhill Fort. The experience was both
humbling and emotive and the students took the opportunity to then speak to the friends and the relatives of
those who attended and hear their stories of living with
conflict. It is important therefore that we live in hope
that these messages of peace, hope and sacrifice are
heard for generations to come.
“The living owe it to those who can no longer speak to
tell their story for them.” The Issa Valley
Miss Walters – adult cadet officer
Follow this link http://bit.ly/sdcclondontrip16 or scan this QR code for
information about how to join the
Social Sciences trip to London next year

A dockyard visit with
a royal twist
Battle competition
winners announced
The winners of the Battle of Britain writing competition
have been chosen from an “overwhelming” number of
entries. The competition was run as part of a special
Battle of Britain Day which took place in October to mark
the anniversary and fundraise for the RAF Benevolent
Fund - close to £800 (£789.08) was raised from the Red,
White and Blue mufti day. The Social Sciences department
launched the writing competition for Key Stage 3 students
with a challenge to compose a commemorative piece
of writing focusing on the Battle of Britain.

Entries were displayed on The Street and winners
were rewarded with certificates and cinema vouchers.
“There was an overwhelming number of entries,
particularly from Year 8 who were set the task for their
History homework and Year 9 who worked on their
creative writing techniques with Miss Burman in
English,” said curriculum assistant Miss Hill.

A royal visitor was a surprise addition to our engineering
day at Babcock dry dock. Nineteen of our STEM students
were fitted from head to toe in personal protective
equipment as the visit in October was being conducted
aboard a warship. This in itself was an experience – one
student, Thomas, commented on the sheer size of the
craft and how he couldn’t believe how many people
could fit on board.
The students were involved in 10 challenges throughout the
day from making fan-powered boats to submarines.
The key aims were for all students to develop functional
engineering skills, while the engineering apparatus was
daunting all students were involved and really enjoyed the
experience, and came away with memories they won’t soon
forget. The second aim was for our students to engage with
STEM professionals from a range of backgrounds, one
Year 10 student was impressed by how many careers were
opened up if you achieve a Science GCSE.
During the afternoon we were delighted when Princess
Anne joined the day and met several students from the
schools taking part and we were also lucky enough to
be filmed by BBC Spotlight. We will be using the experience and skills gained by students to help our Key Stage 3
STEM club members. Our older students are now capable enough to take a mentoring role which will see them
earning their Silver Crest award.
Mr Barenskie

www.parentpay.com

Maths leaders a plus for
primaries
The College’s new Maths Leaders scheme launched in
October with a fantastic event at St George’s Primary
School. The Year 7 students, who are the first wave of
the programme, successfully supported and delivered
the final activity in a two-day Maths event at the primary
school. The Year 7 students supported the Year 6 primary
students to complete a series of mathematical
challenges designed to develop their calculation skills.
Following this successful launch the Year 7 Maths
Leaders will continue to support events across the city
while working towards a leadership qualification.
If you would like any information on how to become a
Maths Leader contact Mrs Dyer.
Mrs Dyer

Students catch insect
bug at Nick’s show
BBC presenter Nick Baker and a renowned puppeteer
have created a new live show about bugs which College
students were lucky enough to be among the first to see.
Nick has worked with William ‘Todd’ Todd-Jones - famed
for his work on films like Labyrinth and Who Framed
Roger Rabbit - to come up with the show called Bugged.
Year 7 and 8 Science students were treated to a
performance of the production, which looks at the world
of entomology through a clever combination of puppetry
and technology.
“Todd and I have been talking about doing this show for a
long time,” explained Nick, known for his appearances on
The Really Wild Show and Nick Baker’s Weird Creatures.
“What we want to do is to embed scientific facts via
entertainment in a creative way.” Todd brings to life
Gil - an enormous rhinoceros beetle puppet - who helps
Nick introduce the audience to the fascinating world of
creepy crawlies.
And throughout the show Nick uses a number of
high-power microscopes hooked up to a live feed and
projector to enable the audience to get a close-up
view of bugs including praying mantises, stick insects
and woodlice.

Golden opportunity
to attend Dahl party
Year 7 were given a fantastic opportunity to win one of the
College’s limited edition Wonka Bars in English lessons
as part of their first Speaking and Listening assessment.
As part of our Roald Dahl transition unit, we explored a
series of Roald Dahl texts and one of our most exciting
tasks was to develop and present a persuasive pitch to

Mr Willy Wonka in order to launch a new chocolate bar.
The most persuasive group were awarded special
Wonka bars which contained a special Golden Ticket
invitation to our celebration Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory-themed party in the Library during one of their
English lessons. Excitement and tension filled the
atmosphere as the lucky winners ripped open their bars
to reveal their Golden Tickets.
Even the teachers were filled with envy as they too
wanted to win a ticket and attend the special event!
What a wizztastic way to start the year!
Miss Burman

Stoke Damerel Sixth Form
It was great to see so many students at our recent Next
Steps evening Joining Stoke Damerel Sixth Form is the
first step on your journey to an exciting future.
We offer a wide range of A Level and Level 3 subjects
or vocational courses all underpinned by outstanding
pastoral care and support. We offer first-class careers
guidance and assistance with university applications and
you will be stretched and challenged to achieve the very
best results to support you into further training, Higher
Education or employment. This combination of
opportunity and support is what makes Stoke Damerel
Sixth Form stand out – come and be part of it.
Mr Cox Vice Principal Key Stage 5
Follow this link http://bit.ly/sixthforminfo for more
information and to download our Sixth Form guides
which tell you all you need to know about the wide
variety of courses you can study here

Are you on Twitter?
Follow us @stokedamerelcc

Waves of students visit
Ocean Studios
More than 150 Creative Industries students have visited
the city’s newly-opened Ocean Studios as part of a new
project. Ocean Studios - which opened in September - is
a new exhibition space with artist studios and specialist
workshops at the Royal William Yard. “Students had the
opportunity to have a tour of the facilities, meet artists
working in their studios and view the current exhibition,”
said Mrs Moorcroft, who accompanies students on their
visits which started in October.
“We are one of the first secondary schools in the city to
work with the studios and have taken about 160 students
down there over the course of this term,” she said.
“After the groups’ initial visits they are attending again to
complete a full-day workshop creating a piece of art in
the specialist studios.
“These take the form of ceramics, photography, glass,
printmaking, and painting,” explained Mrs Moorcroft.
“The students enjoy meeting the artists and have gained
a better understanding of why they made the art they did.
“It is a great project and we are looking forward to many
more opportunities in the future.”

It’s a great way to keep up with news and
announcements from the College
Follow us until midnight on 24 November and
you will be entered into our prize draw.
The winner will be announced
on @stokedamerelcc

Did you know you can tell Ofsted what you
think about the College at Parent View?
Follow this link http://bit.ly/sdccparentview
or scan this QR code – it only takes a couple of
minutes to leave your feedback and we really
value your opinion

the crown. Montpelier Primary School were
eventually named as champions. We are currently
recruiting new leaders with more Year 8s joining the
team soon and Year 7s being selected in January. The
Leadership Academy had a phenomenal year last year,
winning both Leadership Academy of the Year and
Individual leader of the Year.
It will certainly be tough to match it this year but we
always strive for the best.

Sports Leadership the year so far

Mr Hammond

This year has certainly started with a bang for the
College’s sports leaders. They have already supported
eight city-wide and local festivals. One particular
highlight was the Plymouth School Sports
Partnership hand-picking two of our students to
support the Manchester School Games - the
largest school games event in the country!
Both Rebecca (Year 11) and Olivia (Year 9) were incredibly
proud to have been selected for this outstanding
opportunity, and both have asked to go back next year.
Another fantastic event was the Year 3 and 4 multi-skills
festival here at the College which was run by our Year
8 leaders. Nine schools took part - each with a team of
boys and girls and competed against one another for

Sweet Success For
Charity Stall
Year 9 student Emily really rose to the challenge for this
year’s Children In Need. She decided at the last minute to
set up stall in the Street at break and lunch times on 13
November to raise money for the BBC’s annual fundraiser.
Emily only decided the night before that she would run
the stall which had a chocolate and sweet tombola,
Guess the Number of Marshmallows in a Jar and a cup
stacking challenge.
“Everything was 20 pence a go,” explained Emily.
“Summer from Year 9 got the number of marshmallows
exactly right – 104 – and won them as her prize.”
Emily raised an impressive £41.07 and is planning to run
a similar stall next year.
“I felt really happy with how much I raised, I’m pleased I
was able to do a little bit for Children in Need.”

Contact us:
Stoke Damerel Community College
Somerset Place, Stoke, Plymouth, PL3 4BD
Tel: 01752 556065
Fax: 01752 562323
Email: info@sdcc.net
Web: www.sdcc.net

