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What a difference
five years makes!

Class of 2016: Sept 2011 - July 2016
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The Class of 2016

As the end of the summer term approaches there is so much to look forward to for Year 11.
This celebration evening in which we reminisce, reflect and share memories and those
embarrassing Year 7 photographs of you is just the start; The Prom in July when we shall all
wonder when did you get to be such beautiful and poised young women and handsome and
mature young men. Your mums, dads, brothers and sisters will take even more photographs
and share with us how quickly the last five years have flown by, for us all. Your exam results in
August will also be a moment of pride and will take you onto your next steps into further
education and adulthood.

Amidst all the excitement and anticipation of the future, there must also be some time and
opportunity to say thank you for the joys, challenges and pride that you have brought to us
every day. The Class of 2016 has been an amazing mix of wonderful young people on the
brink of greatness. We have dancers, musicians, singers, sports men and women, including
footballers, actors and budding politicians. I know that amongst you there will be many famous
people in the future, but overwhelmingly I know that what I have appreciated most about
you as a year group has been your friendliness and the supportive way in which we have
worked together to be successful. I have loved your humour and sense of fun, the way in which
you have enjoyed school and your friendships.
Long after you have forgotten the war poems in English, or photosynthesis in Science you will
remember the people who helped you be the success you are. The friends, teachers, tutors
and other staff that have worked with you throughout your years at Stoke Damerel. You’ll
remember the good times and the not so good, the tears of laughter and joy and those of
sadness. You will remember the eureka moments of getting it! And the disappointments of
not understanding anything! But most of all you will remember the friends and teachers along
the way. All of you within the Class of 2016 have the skills, maturity and resilience to be
whatever you want to be. I wish you continued success every step of the way into your future
and hope that you remember just how special you are and how your friends and family will
continue to guide and support you through your life.

Mrs C Hannaford

Goodbye & good luck Year 11
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Well it’s been a journey Class of 2016, and I feel
privileged to have watched you grow from children
into young men and women. Time has gone by so
quickly, but they say time flies when you are having
fun, and for the most part it has been just that. We
have shared all kinds of moments: happy, sad, fun
and some we might like to forget, but I cannot thank
you enough for allowing me to share in your lives
and experiences.
My endless supply of tissues, wet wipes, hairbands,
nail glue, juice, deodorant, hairspray, pens… the list
goes on! What will I do without you all? Or more to
the point what will you do without my supplies!?
I am thankful for your smiles, hugs and for all we
have shared, thank you for opening your hearts and
letting me share in the good and the bad times.
Thank you for making me feel like my job was not a
job, but a passion.
I am incredibly proud of each and every one of you.
Always remember PMA: positive mental attitude.
Go out and show the world how amazing you are.
I will never forget the Class of 2016.

Heather

Since taking over from Mr Collick ( who had them
shipshape) the Class of 2016 have been very
welcoming in their sharing of personal information their lives and their families. I have loved coming
into work every day and that’s because of you
guys- no two days are the same. I’m now a pro at
hide and seek!
Thanks for all the exercise and the memories.

Ginny

Working with and supporting Year 11 is one of the
best parts of my job but this year it has been special.
Thinking about the Class of 2016 fills me with great
pride, you have grown and developed into fine young
men and women ready to look towards the future and
make your mark in the world.

Looking back I’m sure you remember your very first
day – and the fears over all the rumours about what it
is really like here at Stoke Damerel. Then there were
the crushes on some guy or girl who was really
cool – and the time you fell out with friends only to
make up the next day. Think about all the celebrations
in assemblies for so many achievements; sporting,
drama, music, academic and the visits and trips. And
who will forget the Christmas Lunch? The list goes
on. Recall too the moment you realised, probably
during Year 10, that you actually had to think about
what you wanted to do in life and make sure you
achieved your grades to do so.
Perhaps the most memorable occasion for many
will be the Prom. The Red Carpet awaits and I look
forward to seeing everyone dressed to impress.
Then will come results day: August 25th when
together we will share the joy, triumph and possibly
sighs of relief that the grades you have been working
for are confirmed in those famous brown envelopes.
Good luck in the pursuit of your future dreams and
goals. The Class of 2016 will always have a special
place in my heart.

Mrs Griffiths

A glimpse of the future?
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We asked students to predict the future for the Class of 2016 and make nominations in
a number of categories - their answers are below
1. Person most likely to be Prime Minister: Jarred Lamienie
2. Person most likely to be famous: Rebecca Smith

3. Person most likely to become a millionaire: Hao Chen Jiang
4. Person most likely to win an Oscar: Brandon Wilton

5. Person most likely to play in the Premiership: Taylor Scarff

6. Person most likely to win an Olympic medal: Scott Hawes, Isaac Pollard, Oscar Pollard
7. Couple most likely to stay together: Trudy Roden and Ryan Scully
8. Person most likely to invent a cure for cancer: Sonny Khanson / Sophie Fisher
9. Person most likely to appear on Britain’s Got Talent: Megan Fenn / Megan Bowden
10. Person most likely to be always happy: Damola Fayose
11. Person most likely to become a fashion designer: Rebecca Fletcher
12. Person most likely to appear on the Apprentice: Ollie Barlow
13. Person most likely to win Master Chef: Ellie Pope / Jas Short
14. Person most likely to be a comedian: Jimmy Ord

What I have appreciated most about you
as a year group has been your friendliness
and the supportive way in which we have
worked together to be successful
Mrs Hannaford

Tutor group 11.1

Tutor group 11.2
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Taking on a new tutor group was daunting. I wondered if
you would like me, what you’d be like and if we’d get on.
Sitting in the hall in front of you and all your parents was
nerve-wracking as each of you studied us wondering
who your tutor would be. After meeting you, my fears
disappeared. Over the years our bond has grown and
developed. We have shared tears, laughter, joy,
celebrations and failures. We have supported one
another and been there for each other. We’ve also had
fun! The Year 7 disco was hilarious as you shuffled shyly
in the corners with your friends as you got to know one
another. This soon turned into many of the boys
running and skidding across the floor on their
knees- I’m not sure that would impress the girls now!
The ‘old school’ style sports day was great as we all
participated in making ourselves look ridiculous. We
also enjoyed our trip to Woodlands even though we
were thoroughly soaked by the end of it!
Being a tutor is one of my favourite parts of being a
teacher. I feel privileged that it is me you confide in
and me that you seek comfort from. Being a tutor is an
important role and one that I take seriously. From the
moment you stepped foot into this building in Year 7 as
small, vulnerable, overwhelmed individuals you have
made me proud. I am proud of what you have achieved
both personally and academically but most importantly
I am proud of the young people you have become.
All of you can go into this world with your heads held
high and are capable of doing great things. Don’t ever
let anyone tell you that you can’t because you can!

When Mr Clements said he was leaving there was
an opportunity for me to take on his tutor group and I
snapped up the chance. Meeting you all for the first
time I was petrified as I knew you had all been together
for three years already and that having someone new
as a tutor was going to be a big change. I lost count of
the amount of times I had to say, ‘Do I look like Mr.
Clements?’ closely followed by ’Do I look like a
stationery store?’
Although not being there from the beginning of your
journey, I am flattered that I have been given the
opportunity to be able to support you during probably
the hardest two years of your school life. Although
not always seeing eye to eye on what was deemed
appropriate uniform, we have always managed to
see through our differences and get along.

I will never forget the time when I was told: “You’re just
like my nan, Miss,” which resulted in the whole class in
fits of laughter. The tutor group thought that the person
in question was saying that I was old, only to be told,
that I was lovely just like her Nan.

With love

I would have loved to have been your tutor in Year 7 and
seen you throughout your journey. However in the two
years that I have known you, you have grown into
mature young men and women who will go on to do
well no matter what life throws at you. Each and every
one of you have your own individual qualities which will
enable you to fulfil your dreams. As Oscar Wilde once
said: “Be yourself because everyone else is taken.”
I will miss you all dearly.

Mrs Laing

Love and best wishes for the future.

Miss Randall

Tutor group 11.3

Tutor group 11.4
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It has been a genuine pleasure to support this Tutor
Group for the past two years. I have no doubt that they
are the best in Year 11 and will all go on to have great
success in the future. They certainly deserve the best
and have worked for it. I look forward to seeing
them fulfil their potential as they enter Sixth form,
apprenticeships or college courses. As a close family
I am sure that we will all keep in touch for many more
years. By being so cohesive and working together all
of the members of 11.3 have made my role easy and I
would like to thank them for that.

Mr Blair

So here we are the Class of 2016 and we have moved
from 7.4 to 11.4 on an amazing journey. I remember
meeting you all at the Year 6 parents evening back in
September 2011 feeling really nervous, and that was
just me! Our journey started with reading in tutor time
and Joe Boniface showing us magic tricks on a Friday
which were absolutely amazing to the point where we
said time after time, ‘Show us again’ because we never
knew how he did it. Since then we have grown to
understand each other showing mutual respect and
tolerance which are the most important things that
you will need as you move onto your next part of your
journey without me. Some stories in tutor time are
best kept secret but there have been occasions that
have made us laugh together. Most importantly I have
enjoyed every single part of our journey and I wish
you all the very best in your next step in whatever path
you choose.
Remember, Work, Rest and Play and you will succeed.

Mrs Burn

The Red Carpet
awaits and I look
forward to seeing
everyone dressed
to impress
Mrs Griffiths

Tutor group 11.5

Tutor group 11.6
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Year 9 came and I got you,
Year 9 came and hormones too,
Year 9 came and happy wheels played,
Year 9 came and the make-up stayed.

Year 10 together we grew stronger,
That’s when you knew you had me for longer
(mwhahahaha),
Year 10 the start of GCSE,
Year 10 my little chickens and me!
Year 11 the final year,
Year 11 shed a lot of tears,
Year 11 won’t be long,
Year 11 soon to be gone.
11.5, I just want you to know,
You’re my little chickens, my cherubs,
And I will miss you so.

Miss Pitt

Remember: follow
your passion – stay
true to yourself
Miss Sayer

What a great tutor group this truly is. Probably the
best in the world and you know what? It has very little
to do with me. Thanks must go to Mr Nicholls who
was the Master and Commander of this Tutor Group
from Year 7 through to Year 10 and as such made my
life a lot easier.

As 11.6 prepare to take the next step on their journey, it
is pleasing to know that the vast majority of them have,
with only a little pushing from me, sorted out what
they are doing next year and they are off on a variety of
courses and apprenticeships as well as the traditional
A Level/Btec route.
Thanks to all of you. Jimmy, George, Ryan and Alfie
for getting yourselves to registration each day and
keeping me up to date with all the football news. To the
two Isaacs for working so hard this year, you will be
rewarded. To the girls at the front Amy, Katie, Courtney
and the newcomer Charlotte thanks for keeping me
in line with timekeeping and letters. Alena and Louis
thanks for the gossip. Abby has worked so very hard
this year. Scott thanks for all your hard work on the Year
11 Council. Trudy thank you for your artistic efforts
with Mr Nicholls’ Prom invite. Lauren you are a star.
Alesha and the other Charlotte remember to express
yourselves. Ellie you are so very determined. Lauren
I’m going to miss the stories of what’s been going on
at the Oggy Oggy Pasty House. Finally many thanks to
Kacper who has been a real star running around and
doing lots of odd jobs for us all.
I wish you the very best in the future

Mr Atkinson

Tutor group 11.7

Tutor group 11.8
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….Thank you for the 13.5 days. Our 20 minute slice of
daily tutor life has been unique and a privilege to
experience.

Miss Scott

I have been privileged to be the tutor of 11.8 since Year
10. 11.8 are smart, hardworking and highly ambitious.
They have many talents, including drama, dance, music
and art and many excellent qualities including ambition,
drive, compassion and team-work. The performance of
‘The Little Shop of Horrors’ was a highlight for me as a
tutor, with so many of 11.8 shining so brightly in starring roles. With their plans aimed high and far, we will
see a number of them leave to pastures new next year.
Whatever their plans may be, and however far they fly, I
wish them every success and happiness.

Mrs Cousins

Tutor group 11.9

Tutor group 11.10

No-one is ever the same as your first tutor group. I
remember so well those early days in Year 7 when
we were both learning the ropes at Stoke Damerel.
So much has changed since then – where did those
five years go and what happened to those innocent
children I use to tutor. They have been replaced by
lovely young people who are articulate, adaptable
and ready to embrace the next challenge. I will never
forget you and thank you for letting me be your tutor.

It is an absolute pleasure to have worked with 11.10 over
the past five years. They have matured into the most
wonderful group of kind, funny and intelligent young
adults. Without fail, every morning, there are always
smiles and laughter as we prepare ourselves for the
challenges of the day. I wish every one of them the best
of luck for the future and look forward to hearing about
their lives and successes. Thank you for inspiring me
11.10 and making me smile with pride every day.
Lots of love,

Mrs Wrigley

Miss Burman

Tutor group 11.11

Tutor group 11.12
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After five years of working and supporting my current
tutees we all agree that there have been lots of highs
and on occasions a few rocky moments but now as the
end of Year 11 looms large I would like to bid you a fond
farewell and wish you lots of luck for the future.

I wish you all the best in your future endeavours and I
hope that you enjoy the next stage in your school career.
Please remember if you need any help or assistance the
support base staff are always available to help you.
All the best.

Mr Reynolds

Miss O’Sullivan

Tutor group 11.13

Tutor group 11.14

Having an all-boy tutor group has not been the easiest
of jobs but I wouldn’t have changed it for anything. Many
have passed through the doors of my tutor room over
the last five years but we have got to the end of Year 11
with one original and three who joined along the way.
They have kept me on my toes, they have kept me busy,
and also given me reasons to be very proud. Taylor has
achieved so much in football but has also realised the
importance of achieving his grades, Travis has really
grown in confidence in so many ways and it is fantastic
to see him not give up and to try his best, Lachie is an
exceptional young man with a real drive to be the best
he can be and Jacob has also shown a real interest in
his studies and I know he also wants to achieve good
things in his life. I will miss them so much.

I became 11.14’s tutor four years ago when they were
Year 8 students. I’ll always remember walking in to the
tutor base in maths to silence... OK we were a small tutor
group but nobody spoke! Every single student sat on a
separate table and just stared at me! I took it upon
myself then to try and make them laugh and (if I’m
honest) annoy them as much as I could just to get a
response. Over the years some students moved on; Alex
(Sparkle), Mr T and “Mick” but we gained students; Katie,
Leah and Shauna. 11.14 is made up of such a lovely and
talented group of individuals. Callum, Jordan C, Shauna,
Chloe, Katie, Savie, Jordan H, Demi, Courtney, Leah and
Rebecca I am so proud of the progress you have all made
and excited to find out where the future will take you.
Thank you to Mrs Hardie who has looked after you while I
have been on maternity leave.

Mrs Gears

Mrs Hardie and Miss Marchant
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miss sayer says:
How can it be five years since you were all nervous
Year 6s on your first induction day? The time has
flown by and so much has been achieved: sporting
victories, Drama productions, singing events and
many academic competitions won. So many places
visited, France, Italy, Butlin’s and many more
new experiences during the four Curriculum
Enhancement Weeks. It’s a wonder you have had any
time to study at all. The excellent English Literature
results in the summer of 2015 are testament to all the
hard work and commitment from the Class of 2016.
The journey from children in Year 7 to young adults
in Year 11 has been a long one with some significant
highs and a few lows along the way. One highlight for
me will always be the Alternative Day in Year 10 when
you all came dressed as young business people ready
to find out about what the working world can offer.
The way you all embraced this challenge is a reason
why I know you will all be successful in the future.
Other highlights include various sporting successes
we have had in Rowing, Football, Netball and
Rounders. The numerous Summer Olympics in
which the talents of Scott H and Audrey have
impressed us all. We all look forward to seeing our
sporting talent on television in the future. Taylor,
Paulo, the Pollards, Ashleigh B and Macy H: do not
forget us when you are famous!
The Class of 2016 would not have been the same
without the dedication and commitment of your tutor
team. Some have been with us from the start Mrs
Laing, Mrs Burn, Mrs Scott, Mrs Wrigley, Mr Reynolds,
Mrs Gears others joined later Heather, Ms Randall,
Mr Blair, Miss Pitt, Mrs Cousins, Miss Marchant, Mrs
Hardie and, of course, Ginny. Over the past five years
I’ve made them dance, sing, act on numerous
occasions and at a moment’s notice speak in
Assembly. You could not have asked for better people

to support and guide you. They have cajoled,
encouraged, nagged, chastised and laughed with
you through out your time at Stoke Damerel and I
am sure you will never forget them. Of course the
Class of 2016 would not have been the same without
Mr Collick (AKA Snow White) who has entertained
and worked tirelessly to make the Class of 2016 who
they are today. My job has been to steer the Class
of 2016 to make the most of their opportunities at
Stoke Damerel. Most people would expect this meant
making sure you were in lessons and working hard.
However to be a Learning Manager you need so many
more skills; you need to be able to sew (I have lost
count of the number of pairs of trousers I’ve sewn up)
a relationship counsellor, a medical expert, an
Olympic athlete and an expert on every subject.
You also need to be consistent and unchanging – no
matter how many times you are told you are so
unfair for asking me to wear my blazer or go to my
lesson. However, it is all worth it when we received
the best compliment from the Tempest
photographer about how smart and how
well-behaved the Class of 2016 were - the best they
had come across in a long time.

People always ask me if I will be sad to see my year
group go and yes, of course, I will. We have shared
so much in the past five years, but if I’ve done my job
well you will be ready for the next challenge whatever
that might be. It’s time for you to move on to bigger
and better things, but I hope you will remember us
and know that whatever we did, even if you didn’t like
it – we always acted in your best interests.
Remember: follow your passion – stay true to yourself

Miss Sayer

