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Thank you and Goodbye
The Summer Term has certainly lived up to expectations with a full range of activities
and events taking place in glorious sunshine. We were delighted to host a number of
sports days for local primary schools where our Sports Leaders ably demonstrated
their leadership skills by organising races, taking responsibility for equipment and
acting as marshalls and line judges. They also played a role in supporting our own
Summer Olympics where once again records were broken by our talented athletes.
A full programme of examinations is now complete. Students in Years 10, 11 and the
Sixth Form worked hard to prepare for their GCSEs and A Levels and we look forward
to celebrating their successes in August on results days. Other students have also
taken PPEs (Pre Public Exams) and have received feedback from teachers on their
improvement targets for next year.
The end of the school year is always a time when we say farewell and thank you to
students and staff who are moving on to new opportunities. This year it is our turn to
say a heartfelt “Thank you and goodbye” We are proud to have served this community
where students are happy, safe and achieve amazing success. Thank you for trusting
us to guide, support and encourage your child through their secondary education.
Working with parents who we have taught when they were students has been a
particular joy. We know you will continue to give your support to Miss Anita Frier
who in September becomes Principal. We have worked with Miss Frier for a number
of years and share the confidence of governors that under her leadership Stoke
Damerel will continue to be an inspirational place of learning for young people.
Thank you for the countless memories we will always cherish.
Our very best wishes for a happy summer.

Mrs Carol Hannaford			
Executive Principal			

Diary
Dates:

Mrs Janet Griffiths
Head of School

Sports Personality Awards: Tues 11 July
Curriculum Enhancement Week: 17-21 July
Break up for Summer Holidays: Fri 21 July
A Level Results Day: Thurs 17 August

GCSE Results Day: Thurs 24 August
Start of Autumn Term Year 7 and Year 12: Mon 4 Sept
Start of Autumn Term Rest of School: Tues 5 Sept

Inspiring Schools Partnership

Blow Your Mind
A fourth session of Blow Your Mind enrichment
events for HAPs saw students making their own
rainforests, baking the perfect bread and debating
controversial topics.
“We have introduced exciting new enrichment events
this academic year for HAPs (High Achieving Pupils)
called Blow Your Mind,” said Mrs Beacham, Assistant
Vice Principal (HAPs). “Each half term selected students
from each year group are working with a different
department and doing something they would not have
the chance to do in usual lessons.” This time the College
also welcomed a number of visiting pupils from
local primary schools. The Geography
department worked with Year 5s from Stoke
Damerel Primary and Montpelier Primary to
create their own rainforests in a box. Kate from
Montpelier said: “There are four layers in the
rain forest, the under-canopy is my favourite
as it is the most exciting, it is where all the
action happens and where the snakes, bugs
and jaguars live. ”Meanwhile in the Library
Year 9 students were debating the topic Should
There Be Freedom of Speech on Social Media?

cross-curricular links between Science and Food,”
said Mrs Gears. Chantelle said: “It was really exciting to
find out how to make bread and how all the ingredients
worked – especially the yeast.” Our primary visitors
embarked on an exploration into the wonderful world
of clay with Mr Welbourne. “It was fun and quite hard,”
said Jake from Montpelier. “I got lots of help from
Mr Welbourne - it is the first time I have used clay and
I would like to do it again. I liked the throwing best.”
Another activity was an event at Plymouth University
where Year 10 HAP students attended a further maths
workshop - Maths Is Your Future.

“I was astounded by the students’ responses
and how clever they were about their thinking,”
said Mrs Matten. Mr Hatcliffe set a group of
students the challenge of completing a
circular outdoor adventure challenge for their
Blow Your Mind event. Starting from Shaugh
Prior they had an immediate challenge to get
to the top above the Dewerstone. “The HAP
students rose to the occasion and chose the
steep route requiring them to scramble up
to the top,” said Mr Hatcliffe. “All of them
excelled in the challenges presented to them
en route.” Year 8s spent their HAP session in
the food technology block - learning the
science of baking from Mrs Stockton.“This was
a great opportunity for students to build

HAPtastic Mr Fox!
The HAPpiest HAP group ever formed took a break
from our classroom and had the time of our lives at the
theatre production of Roald Dahl’s Fantastic Mr Fox.
In June Open Book members jumped into a College
minibus and our journey began… We were pleased
to learn that it was a musical version of the story with
music, dancing and singing. It was phenomenal!
Everyone loved it.
Mrs Yates

Students Well-Versed
After Laureate Visit
STEM Goes From
Strength To Strength
Recent years have seen a rise in STEM activities and
competitions at Stoke Damerel Community College.
The College has been working hard with numerous
local and national companies and organisations to
ensure students have opportunities which enable them
to explore STEM beyond the classroom. We aim to
raise awareness of STEM throughout the whole school
to ensure that our students are well-equipped for an
ever-developing technological society. We offer both
KS3 and KS4 after school STEM clubs, and we also give
students the opportunity to take part in extended
projects as well as regional and national competitions.
For the past two years our current Year 11 students
have worked closely with Dartmoor Zoo and Babcock on
an engineering project, Macaque Manor.
They had to design an enclosure suitable to house and
rehabilitate laboratory Macaques, with the final goal of
having the enclosure built. They even took the project
the National Big Bang Competition, something in which
we hope to participate again in the future.
Year 7 students have been given the chance to achieve
a Bronze Crest Award in Science by investigating how
rockets work; they made their own model rocket and
launched it on the field, they all achieved the award and
gained a certificate. Students can go on to complete
the Silver and Gold crest awards which hold even more
status and prestige amongst colleges and universities.
There are also numerous STEM career events with
which students can get involved, from working with
STEM ambassadors to online talks and discussions
with various STEM-based employers.

Students at the College got the chance to hone their
poetry skills when Plymouth’s poet laureate Thom
Boulton paid a visit. Thom spent the afternoon with
Year 7 and 8 students working on their poetry writing.
“Students who have taken and passed the most quizzes
on the Accelerated Reader programme were invited to
attend the workshop as a reward,” explained English
teacher Mrs Yates. “Thom shared some of his own
poetry and then tasked Year 7 with a What’s In The
Box? poetry challenge and Year 8 were set a Where Did
The Bus Go? poetry assignment. “This resulted in some
fantastic pieces of work from students. Thom plans to
use some of their work on his website!”

Stoke Damerel Community College

OPEN
EVENING
2017
Wednesday
13 September 2017
6pm - 8pm
6pm Doors open
6.30pm Presentation in Assembly
Hall from Principal Anita Frier
and students

A warm welcome is
extended to all Year 6
pupils and their parents
Parking available in City Business Park

Miss Pitt – STEM co-ordinator

www.sdcc.net

Summer Olympics
We had a fantastic three days for Summer Olympics –
even though we had to adapt our plans because of the
hot weather, not something we are normally used to!!!
The Year 8 winners were: Reynolds Eagles with 90
points, closely followed by the Astor Lions with 85 points.
The Year 9 winners were the Drake Crocs who came
from fourth place in the morning activities to end up
as overall winners of the day.
The Year 7 winners: The Bligh Bears and Scott
Scorpions went head to head in a final tug of war to
determine the eventual winners - the Scott Scorpions
came out on top.
Miss Le Page

Year 8 Careers Video
Win For Year 8 Students
Two students from Year 8 are the South West
regional winners of the Step into the NHS national
schools’ video competition.
Rion and Charlie impressed the judges with their video
to promote the role of estates manager to their peers.
The competition aims to promote the 350-plus
careers available in health and students were tasked
with designing an advertisement and job description
for their chosen role. They could work individually or
in groups of up to four. Now in its ninth year, the
competition attracted entries from more than 2,000
students. Mrs Hannaford, executive principal,
at Stoke Damerel Community College said:
“Rion and Charlie worked extremely hard
on their film and certainly got a great
performance from Year 8 learning
manager Mr Hammond!
“We are thrilled that they have deservedly been
recognised as one of the best entries in the country out
of so many.
Charlie said he would “definitely” recommend students

Careers On Show
Year 10 students were given insights into the world
of work when more than 20 employers, individuals
and organisations - from Dartmoor Zoo and Cygnet
Theatre to the Devon and Cornwall Police Dog Unit came to the College as part of Alternative School Day.
With thanks to:
Plymouth City Council
Dartmoor Zoological Park
East Cornwall College Group - Duchy College
Santander
Boringdon Hall Hotel and Spa
Bradley’s Estate Agent
City College - Youth Liaison
Cygnet Theatre
Next Steps Southwest
Achievement Training
Plymouth University
Plymouth University Peninsula Schools of Medicine
& Dentistry
Royal Navy
Devonport Dockyard
University St Mark & St John
SWH group
Vince Barry – former student and Parliamentary
candidate in recent General Election
Devon and Cornwall Police

take part in future competitions. “You get to be
creative and have fun while you make it. I feel really
proud to have won especially as the school won last
year as well.” Amanda Shobrook, widening participation
and apprenticeship lead for Health Education
England, said “Congratulations to Rion, Charlie and
Stoke Damerel Community College for their fantastic
entry. Young people are extremely important to the
future of the NHS workforce. It is important that the
NHS engages with young people now and lets them
know about the wealth of career opportunities”.
You can watch the video by following this link:
http://bit.ly/sdccnhsvideo17

A ‘Brilliant’
Activity
Day For
Young
Carers
To celebrate Carers
Week 2017 five young
carers went to Burrator
Discovery Centre to take
part in a range of activities
with others from across the city. Stoke Damerel was
one of five secondary schools to attend the event
organised by Plymouth City Council.
“The students started the day by making a campfire
where they toasted marshmallows and made bread
dough, wrapping it around sticks and putting it into the
fire to bake,” said Ms Blackmore who is the College’s
Young Carers’ Champion. “Following this students
carried out a nature trail around a section of the
reservoir and were able to learn some facts about the
area and the nature surrounding them.
“The students worked well with students from other
schools, making friends and learning about the support
offered to young carers in the different schools,” said
Ms Blackmore. “It was a brilliant day.”

A Cracking Term For
Creative Industries
A Level Drama students were set the task of creating
performances based on the life and work of photographer
Diane Arbus. Both plays were highly experimental and
really impressed the audiences who said: “I cannot believe
that this was not a professional script – did you really write
it yourselves?” Students also enjoyed a theatre trip to the
Minack Theatre, Cornwall to see Kneehigh perform Tristan
and Yseult.
A group of Music students performed as part
of the Freedom Fields Music Festival in June.
Mr Crocker said they performed really well
and gained a great experience in relation to
performance.
Year 9 are currently working on a Photography project
called Express Yourself focussing on how many different
ways we can use text within photography and how it could
represent their personality.
Students in Textiles this year have worked hard exploring
media and techniques. They have covered a range of
topics, from pattern based Mandalas, the Wild West, and
Day of the Dead, through to the Coast, Architecture and
Natural Forms.

Lessons From Auschwitz
Since their return from visiting Auschwitz, Sixth Form
students Ruby and Zoe have become outstanding
ambassadors for the Holocaust Education Trust (HET) by
confidently giving presentations about their experience.
Last term they gave a lesson to the Social Sciences
teaching staff and then in June they lead an assembly to
more than 100 Year 8 History students in the Main Hall.
Year 8 students are currently studying World War 2 in
their History lessons and learning about the Holocaust
so it was an appropriate time to have the event.
Year 8 students will be able to apply to take part
in the Lessons from Auschwitz programme.
Miss Hill

This year, in Media Studies AS Level, for their practical
productions students produced high-quality work in a
range of media. Magazine work ranged from popular
music to high-end fashion. Film and television marketing
campaigns covered crime drama, thrillers, science fiction
and horror.
Photography students took photos during a trip around
Central Park -their current project is titled Journeys and
they used that as their theme as well as influences from
photographers they’ve researched.
A selection of Textiles and Photography students went to
the Plymouth School of Creative Arts to watch the
Plymouth College of Art Graduate Fashion Show. The
students had the opportunity to watch a professional show,
including work from ex-student Luke Bishop.
The Creative Industries End of Year show was open in
the Year 11 Common Room for a week, showcasing
students’ work.

Skype’s The Limit
As Students Quiz MP
Students at a Plymouth secondary school have
been given the chance to quiz their new MP via Skype.
Luke Pollard, recently elected as MP for Plymouth
Sutton and Devonport, was unable to attend the Q
and A session on the Alternative School Day being
run at the College on Tuesday 27 June in person
because of his Westminster commitments.
Instead he took questions for 40 minutes via Skype
from Year 9 students on a variety of subjects from
Brexit to the Mayflower 400 celebrations.Student
Caleb, who asked the final question, said it was a “great
experience”. “He wasn’t like I thought an MP would be
and being able to ask him questions which he answered
right away was brilliant.” Mr Pollard, who recently made
his maiden speech in Parliament, said: “It was great to
see so many young people passionate about their city
and their future. “I want young people to be front and
centre of my campaigns as an MP and it reminded me
that there’s so much enthusiasm from young people for
politics.”

Modern Britain Council
Impresses US Visitors
The Modern Britain Council had the opportunity to talk
to a group of visitors from Plymouth, Massachusetts,
USA about fundamental British Values and the role
of the council at the College.
The students were delighted to describe the subjects
and topics they covered throughout their curriculum at
KS3. Year 8 student Jodie described the morning that we
were able to do a Q and A session with John Bercow MP,
Speaker of the House of Commons as a highlight of the
year for her in learning about Democracy. Harley spoke
about the visit by our then local MP, Oliver Colvile, where
he planted a tree for Holocaust Memorial Day when we
studied Tolerance and Mutual Respect.
“Our American visitors were very interested in all of
our British values especially Diversity, Tolerance and
Mutual respect and how we are using the British
values in teaching the journey of the Pilgrim fathers
from Plymouth, UK and their journey to Plymouth Rock
in Massachusetts,” said Mrs Burn, the College’s
Modern Britain co-ordinator. “They commented that
this is good to hear as we are all still learning how to
deal with these values today across the world.”

Our open events
Get In The Groove
With Groovement
Dance students have enjoyed lots of workshops and
theatre trips throughout the year – the latest was
a day-long workshop with the Groovement Project
where Year 9, Year 10 and Year 13 students were put
through their paces and had a “brilliant” day.

27 Sept
7 Oct
29 Nov

Welly Done
A big thank you to
Rockfish Wellies who
donated a brand new pair of
boots to a student off on a
sailing expedition.“It was a
very kind gesture by
Rockfish, “ said Mrs Miller,
Student Welfare director.
“We are extremely grateful.”

A Win For Science
Science has been very busy this year with many
activities and opportunities taking place both in
and outside of the classroom.
Year 12 students were involved in a
boat-building activity that not only allowed them
to demonstrate their technological abilities
but also their creativity. The students showed
excellent teamwork and problem-solving skills.
Mrs Gears had the pleasure of taking 10 Year 7 students
to compete in a STEM Cliffhanger Challenge at Sir
John Hunt, on arrival we soon realised we were the
youngest teams competing. The aim of the competition
was to design a device that would traverse between two
mountains, once again our students did us proud and
went on to produce the winning device.
At present a group of Year 7 students are working
towards their Bronze Crest Award, this requires them
to put in 10 hours of work, which they are doing in an
after-school club. They are researching how rockets
work and will soon be able to put their ideas into practice
by building and launching their own rockets.
Whizz Pop Bang
During National Science Week the department put on a
fantastic whizz pop bang show. Mr Youlden showed off
his talents, performing some exciting chemistry that you
wouldn’t normally observe in the classroom. During the
showcase the students were told about some of the
science behind the experiments. There was a great vibe
in the main hall, exciting all round.
Trip to the Aquarium
As part of National Science week the Maths and Science
department collaborated and took a group of students to
the National Marine Aquarium. During the day the
students experienced some hands on experiments
about buoyancy and pressure. The students’ feedback
was that they really enjoyed the day and got a lot from it

Charity Thank You
Another thank you from Mrs Miller – this time to
Plymouth Ladies Charity Club. “They have been
extremely generous in donating towards the Year 11
Prom, the cost of university interviews and sports
equipment for some of our students and the College
would like to say a public thank you for their generosity.”
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