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Headlines
The highlight for me in any school day is spending time with students and
hearing them talk about their learning. Whether I am visiting Maths lessons,
sitting in the canteen at lunchtime, walking through ‘The Street’ or attending
student council meetings, students love sharing their enjoyment of lessons
and appreciation of all the curriculum opportunities staff make available
for them. With the introduction of a new reward system linked to
commendations, students have been eager to tell me about their
achievements. Many have received special certificates in their year group
reward assemblies where bronze, silver, gold and platinum awards have
been presented by Mrs Griffiths, Miss Frier and myself. All students this
term have taken a number of examinations, called PPEs (Pre Public
Examinations) these papers help prepare students for their public exams
in Key Stage 4 and 5 which this year are scheduled to begin in May. Year 11
students have been talking to me about their exam preparation and are
looking forward to the Easter Revision classes taking place during the holiday.
Visitors to the College always remark on how polite and enthusiastic
our students are when discussing their learning goals and ambitions for
the future. I am proud of all student achievements and look forward to
having further conversations with students about their exciting learning
experiences. With every good wish for a happy Easter holiday and sincere
thanks for your continued support.
Yours sincerely

Mrs C Hannaford
Executive Principal

break up for Easter Holidays: Fri 31 Mar Year 11 Celebration Evening: Thurs 11 May 7pm
Diary Students
Students return from Easter Holidays: Tues 18 Apr Year 10 Parents’ Evening: Tues 13 June 3.30pm
Dates: Year 8 Parents’ Evening: Thurs 4 May 3.30pm Review Day Year 12: Tues 27 June

A Mathematics and Computing College

Prom Launch

Class of 2017

Staff and students have taken to the
catwalk to launch the Class of 2017 Prom.
The much-anticipated diamonds-andpearls themed event will take place at the
New Continental Hotel on 30 June with
tickets priced at £22.50. The Year 11s have
a busy few months ahead with their GCSEs
and the prom is the perfect chance for
them to celebrate their hard work with their
friends and staff who have supported them.

New Continental Hotel
Date: 30th June 2017
Arrive at 6.45 pm
Entry at 7 pm
Fini sh midnight
Cost: £22.50

Class Of 2017
Year 11 have had an incredibly busy few months since
September. They have had some very interesting
events, for example, our two different Careers days
which gave our students the opportunity to speak with
local employers and start to decide their own potential
future career. They found this extremely useful and
informative especially with their Next Step interviews
for next year currently taking place. Many of our Year
11s are now sure of their chosen career path and are
feeling more focused on their studies, knowing they
have a goal to achieve.We have also had many fun
events, like our Christmas lunch, where much fun and
laughter was had by staff and students alike. Games
were played and lovely food was eaten by all. Just what
we all needed at the end of a very long and busy term.
Now, as the Exam season commences, not only are Year
11 focused on hard work and independent study, they
also have more exciting upcoming events.
In March we were pleased to welcome a prestigious
guest to our college. Nicola Morgan, who is a leading
expert in the field of exam stress, gave our students
a presentation informing them how they can manage
their exam stress over the next few important months
and passed on some crucial strategies which could
prove vital in securing successful grades come August.
Hard work and dedication to study lie ahead, which will
be rewarded with great GCSE results in August. Year
11 is such a special year for our students with many
exciting events taking place while putting in place the
foundations for our students to have successful futures.
Thank you to parents and carers for the support you
provide for your sons and daughters. This is pivotal in
helping their future success.
Mr S Gill
Learning Manager Year 11

Year 10 Maths Challenge
Adds Up To Success
Two teams of four Year 10 students went to the UTC to
compete against other schools across Plymouth. “As we
walked down the students were quite apprehensive so I
set them a challenge: if your team finishes in the top 10 I
will bring you in a prize,” said Maths teacher Mr Webb.
Team A (10X):
Emily Reynolds, Mariana Carneiro, Leanne Ackland and
Georgia Goodey
Final Position: 10th
“Grew as the competition went on, with the penultimate
round being their strongest” said Mr Webb.
Team B (10Y):
Harvey O’Driscoll, Ben Proctor, Chloe Thomas and
Rachel Perry
Final Position: 4th
“Ben Proctor put in a massive shift and helped
propel this side to this lofty position the rest of the team
worked well to ensure this team finished so well,” said
Mr Webb
“Overall the competition was a fantastic advert of what
fine young men and women we have at the College. All
of them received prizes and certificates.”

Sixth Form Update
Engineering Education
Scheme (EES)

Ucas Offers 2017
Since October 41 students have applied to universities
across the country from Falmouth to Northumbria. It
is testament to their hard work and future potential
that most have received some really good offers with
a few decisions still to come. Our congratulations go
to all our students who have worked hard not just at
their academic subjects, but in ensuring they stand
out from the crowd by taking part in extension
activities such as Nuffield research placements,
HE Summer schools, relevant work experience,
HE taster and shadowing days and voluntary work
overseas. Many of the degree courses are highly
selective and demand the highest grades.
This is particularly true of the Russell Group Universities
and others such as Bath University which is regularly in
the top 10 in University league tables. This year we have
students holding competitive offers for Medicine at
Cardiff; Maths at Bath, Bristol and Exeter; Accounting
and Finance at Bath, Bristol, Cardiff and Exeter;
Biochemistry at Bristol; Biomedical Sciences at Bristol
and Exeter; German and Spanish at Manchester,
Bristol, Queen Mary and Sheffield; History at Bristol,
Exeter and Southampton; Aerospace Engineering at
Bristol, Politics / International Relations at Royal
Holloway, Sussex and Leeds; Physics at Leicester and
Sussex and Marine Biology at Exeter, Bangor and
Portsmouth to name a few.
Students who have a passion for Creative Industries are
holding offers to study Film, TV Production, Computing,
Acting, Interior Design, Media Arts, Music and
Photography whilst closer to home students are holding
no fewer than 31 offers for subjects at Plymouth, Marjon
and PCAD including unconditional offers in Psychology
with Criminology and Criminal Justice Studies, Primary
Education (with QTS) and Physical Education.
Huge congratulations to all our UCAS students and we
hope that these next few months of focussed study
and revision will reward each one in August with the
necessary grades to progress on to their chosen course.
Mrs C Parker

A small team of Year 12 students commenced the EES
scheme last October with a launch day at HMS Raleigh.
Since then they have been working with engineers from
Babcock on a weekly basis and have attended two
workshops at Plymouth University making excellent
use of their engineering facilities. In March the team will
present their prototype to a panel of engineers from
across the city via a presentation and written report.
The students have gained many skills in the process such
as CAD design, computer programming, mechanical
construction and electrical circuits as well as team
work, communication skills and time management.
We wish them every success at the assessment day.
Nuffield Research Placements
Last summer four of our Year 12 students successfully
secured four-week STEM-based research placements
via the Nuffield Foundation:
• Yana Algar – working with Dr Umesh Acharya
(SWCRM, Derriford Hospital) on the IVF project
conducting research into public opinion regarding
funding of IVF treatment
• Ife Fayose – working with Biovault Technical Plymouth
on the effect of centrifuging cord blood at 4oc on the
viability of stem cells
• Arisha Akimova – working
with the Q Step project at
Exeter University looking
if age and health affect
social and political
behaviour
• Elvira Akimova - working
with Dr Subhan, lecturer
of Physiological Sciences at
Plymouth University
researching “Does lying
affect breathing, a measure
of autonomic nervous system?”.
Two students have applied for a Nuffield research
placement and we wish Damola Fayose and Scott
Heggie every success with their applications.
Miss L Pinkney
Learning Manager Sixth Form

1.) The paper
2.) The whole subject
3.) All examinations for 5 years
• At the start of each exam, listen to the instructions of
the invigilator. If you think that you have not been given
the correct question paper, please put your hand up at
the start.

Examinations At
Stoke Damerel
Community College
The summer examination season will soon start here at
Stoke Damerel and during those weeks, over 6,000 exam
papers will be put out on candidates’ desks covering over
30 different subjects. Our Year 10 have also been entered
this year and will be sitting English Literature and Pilot
Science Examinations in May.
Here are a few reminders to help and prepare you for
when you sit your exams.
We aim to issue your yellow timetable before you break up
for the Easter holidays. Please check all details thoroughly,
including correct spelling of name and entry subjects.
Your timetable will also show all the information regarding
the exam date, time and venue along with your individual
candidate number. You will need to put this number on
every exam answer paper that you sit. All external
examinations MUST be in your legal name, therefore
please ensure that you write this in the specified areas.
• If you are ill on the day of your exam, please telephone
the College reception 556065 or the Attendance Officer
568948 by 8.45am. A doctor’s note will be required to
enable the College to request special consideration
towards your overall grade.
• Always arrive 15 minutes before the start of your exam
and know your seat number.
• Make sure you bring along the correct writing
materials for your exam. Only BLACK pens are
permitted for writing. This is due to some answer
papers requiring scanning and black ink will only show.
• Examination Board regulations state that mobile
phones, any electronic equipment or headphones, are
NOT permitted in the exam room. Please leave them
at home or in your locker. If you are found to be in
possession of any unauthorised items or they are found
in the exam room, the normal practice of the Examination
Board is to disqualify the candidate either from:-

• Once you have entered the exam room you must not talk,
communicate or disturb any other candidates. If you need
any assistance, put your hand up and an invigilator will
come over.

REMEMBER
Prepare fully
Be Punctual
Bring your equipment
Understand the regulations
Do your best.
If there is anything that you are unsure about, or you need
another copy of your yellow timetable, please come up to
the Exams Office and talk to the team. Mrs Dunford, Mrs
Pote and Mrs Johns. We are here to help you and your
exams run smoothly.

RESULT DAYS
After all your hard work, we look forward to seeing you on
result day when your result slip can be collected between
10am and 12noon on:GCE A Level: Thursday 17th August
GCSE:
Thursday 24th August
We will also post out any results that are not collected to
your home address. If you wish your result slips to be sent
to an alternative address, please bring a stamped addressed
envelope to the Exams Office before the end of term.
Please note we cannot give results out over the telephone.

Grading New GCSES
From 2017
GCSEs will be graded on a
new scale of 9 to 1, with 9
the highest grade, rather
than A* to G as now. All the
information you need about
these changes can be found
on the College website and
by following this link
www.bit.ly/sdccexaminfo

Blow your mind
Code, Computers
And Cake
A third session of Blow Your Mind enrichment events
for HAPs saw students breaking codes, building
computers and looking at censorship. “We have
introduced exciting new enrichment events this
academic year for HAPs (High Achieving Pupils)
called Blow Your Mind,” said Mrs Beacham,
Assistant Vice Principal (HAPs).
“All of the research shows that HAPs who have the
enrichment opportunities of teambuilding, problemsolving, resource allocation, leadership and the like in
a context outside of their normal experience will have
improved aspirations and academic performance.

Building A PC
Students had the opportunity to see what was inside
a computer system. They had to open the case of a
working computer and attack it with a screwdriver under careful supervision! They removed the
power supply, heatsink and fan, CPU, DVD drive,
hard disk drive and motherboard. Then, they had to
put it all back together again and get it working.
Networking
In the second workshop, students had to set up a
WIFI network.
Mr Greenhough

Slam Poetry
Our focus for Blow Your Mind with Year 11 was
performance poetry. We had two groups, one in
French and one in Spanish competing against one
another. Some students said they did not know what
to expect with performance poetry especially in a
foreign language and they ended up saying that they
really enjoyed it as it was so different from what
we usually do in the classroom. A great event!
Mrs Matten

The Great Fairtrade
Bake Off
The Arch of Constantine and the Great Wall of China
were just two of the landmarks made from Fair
Trade foods were just part of Year 9’s bake off task.
Students looked at budgets, locations and the
importance of carbon footprint and researched
and demonstrated understanding of geographical
locations in this challenge.
Miss Hill

PE Visit To Adrenaline
The HAP students had a fantastic time at Adrenaline.
Students had to brave the Ninja Warrior course which
involved using all their strength and concentration to
complete. Next pupils had some time to choose activities
from trampolining, reaction wall and jumping a 5-metre
ledge onto a big air pillow.
Mr Broomfield

Escape Rooms And
Code Breaking
We started by looking at a series of puzzles that required
the students to think outside the box and showed that
slightly changing the format of information can make it
harder to process. We then looked at Caesar ciphers and
using a cipher wheel students created codes for their peers
to break. We cracked some WW2 codes in teams of four,
this was challenging as in 1939-45 the language used was
a bit different from today. Students then learnt about the
Enigma Machine and how hard the codes were to crack.
Mr Webb

Plymouth Arts
Centre Visit
As part of the Blow Your Mind programme Creative
Industries staff took a group of Sixth Form students
to Plymouth Arts Centre to see the film Denial. Denial
is based on the true story of acclaimed writer and
historian Deborah E Lipstadt who found herself in court
facing a libel suit from Holocaust denier David Irving.
Year 13 student, Sasha, said “I really enjoyed going to
the Plymouth Arts Centre as I’d never been before. I had
heard of it but had no idea that their cinema even existed.
Whilst watching, I was constantly fascinated by the fact
that it was a true story as I was astounded that someone
could deny the Holocaust ever happening.”
Mr Towers

STEM Events
world, where, in the future, they might apply their
skills as fully-qualified scientists and engineers.
“The students have worked extremely hard and have
been excellent representatives of the school.
“They were each given a medal and did well to
represent the College so professionally at such a
prestigious event.”

Monkey Enclosure Team
Put Through Their Paces
Year 11 STEM students travelled to the NEC arena in
Birmingham to present their prototype for a monkey
enclosure to a panel of judges at the National Big
Bang event.
Since winning the regional Big Bang competition for
the South West, the Year 11 students have continued to
develop their design for a monkey enclosure according
to the brief set by Dartmoor Zoo.
Equipped with their fantastic prototype, the students
travelled to the NEC Arena in Birmingham to present
their project to judges at the National Big Bang
competition - involving 290 schools.
“A culmination of two years of hard work, the final
design carefully considers the engineering of the
Macaque enclosure, such as the most suitable
materials, the angles as well as the loadbearing
properties of the structure,” said Miss Pitt.
“To realise their design, the students carefully
considered the animal-centred philosophy underpinning
the physical design of the enclosure by thinking about
aspects of animal welfare, so that the enclosure
contributed to the improvement of the physical
and emotional wellbeing of the Macaques who it
will rehabilitate.
“In addition, the students thought about the
sustainability of the project to ensure that the materials
were sourced responsibly in accordance with
environmentally-friendly principles.
“The students will eventually pitch their final design to
Dartmoor Zoo, which will hopefully adopt it and turn
the concept into a reality by constructing it on a plot of
land reserved for the enclosure.
“This has been an exciting project and has given the
Year 11 STEM students the opportunity to experience
the application of science and engineering in the real

Explosive Science Show
Years 7 and 8 were recently treated to SDCC’s explosive
science show! Students were wowed by the skill of
Mr Youlden, who showed them a variety of amazing
experiments. First up was an experiment we like to
call Elephant’s Toothpaste.
Then onto show gassy chemistry with the ignition of
hydrogen and oxygen and then two impressive
Whoosh Bottles.
The audience were then shown experiments with heavy
metals where ammonium dichromate made a stunning
volcano which burned before their eyes. The finale
came when the students saw a reaction with a jelly
baby which came to a gruesome end.
“It was a super show where the students got to see
some amazing science,” said Miss Orrell.
“Lots of excited students left the show raving about
their experience and when they could see it again!”

STEM Events

Wheelbarrow Challenge
For Class Of 2018

Visit to MVV Energy
From Waste Facility

“We had an amazing group of Year 10 students get
stuck into two activities which challenge their
problem-solving and reasoning skills as well as their
application of Science, Maths and Engineering,” said
Miss Brown, Maths teacher.

BTEC Double Science students paid a visit to Energy from
Waste plant in Devonport. The BTEC course contains a
unit with an emphasis on Health and Safety in working
environments. Students went on a tour of the waste
facility to look at how a workplace responds to Health
and Safety Law. The visit started at the waste tipping hall
and waste storage bins, which receive up to 1,300 tonnes
of waste each day from the local area. A significant
proportion of this material could have been placed in the
green recycling bins, a point reinforced when students
got to see the magnitude of the stockpile of six days’
rubbish.Once suitably attired with the correct Personal
Protective Equipment students toured the whole site,
observing each stage of the process from waste arrival
to the turbine generating electricity sold on to the
Dockyard and the National Grid. The cooled residue from
the furnace, which burns at over 1000°C with flames up
to 14m high, is used within the construction industry as
material for building roads. Many thanks to Jane Ford for
facilitating the visit.

“For one of the tasks, the students had to work within
constraints to produce a wheelbarrow which would
transport water across an obstacle course and into a
receptacle, using only the materials provided in the MTa
kit.

Year 7’s Victory In
Science Week Challenge

Year 10 students put their problem-solving skills to the
test with a unique wheelbarrow STEM challenge using
MTa kits.
The group kicked off British Science Week by holding
a session with the MTa Kits  and the challenge was to
use the pieces of the kit to construct a wheelbarrow to
transport water into a beaker. The College has been
loaned the STEM kits for a trial period, the kits aim to
help students develop a design as well as the basics of
team-working.

“Competition was definitely afoot! The students
proved to be quite the engineers and all the teams
were engaged and successful in their tasks.”
“The students really enjoyed being able to see the
application of their learning in lessons through
hands-on activities.
Year 10 student Kira echoed Miss Brown’s comments
describing the session as “really fun”.
Miss Brown will be holding additional sessions using
the kits in the coming weeks as part of the Maths HAP
Club on Mondays from 3-4pm.

A group of 11 Year 7s went to Sir John Hunt to take part
in the Science Week Challenge.
“They were all very excited until all the other teams
turned up which consisted of Year 9 and 10 students!”
said Miss Gears.
“The aim was to design a device to transport an object
between two mountains, prizes were to be awarded for
innovation and the winning team would be decided by
which device was the quickest.
“Our students worked hard all day and did not
give up, Tanisha - who was on Team B - did
not even stop during lunch.”

The Class Of 2021
Continue To Impress
It has been a very busy term for the Class of 2021. It
began with PPE exams which they approached in a very
mature and sensible manner. Their results were very
good and illustrated that everyone is striving hard to
reach their potential. This was quickly followed by our
third curriculum collapse. The previous two had been
based around wider reading and getting to know Stoke
Damerel. The January session was very
different – it was concerned with keeping safe while
online. Students watched a few thought-provoking
video clips, completed quizzes and designed posters
to help keep others safe on line. The session certainly
provoked a lot of discussion.
There have also been many sporting successes this
term from our many teams and the very talented
individuals in our year group. The football team
have had numerous success including a thrilling
penalty-filled final

There have been individual triumphs as well for James
in table tennis, Alfie in fishing and Paige in lifesaving.
They are representative of the many talented students in
the Class of 2021. Healthy eating and lifestyles is at the
centre of the ethos for the Class of 2021. As part of this
programme 38 students went to Marjons to be coached
by Third Year undergraduates on healthy living. They took
part in both practical and theory sessions aimed at
encouraging young people to be more aware of their
health choices. Small group workshops are now happening
back at Stoke Damerel to make students more aware
of how to plan and cook healthy food. The students who
have already taken part in the workshop have really
enjoyed it and have recommended it to their peers.

Great excitement accompanied the launch of the
Curriculum Enhancement Week 2017 with students keen
to get a place on the popular trips to Butlins, Sennen,
Wet and Wild and Adrenaline Dream. Lots of our
students have also been involved in the Blow Your Mind
project getting involved in workshops from Dartmoor
Zoo, Beat Box ‘n’ Music and problem-solving. They have
enjoyed the challenge that these activities bring to their
curriculum. We are very proud of their hard work and
commitment to furthering their learning and educational
experiences. This has been a very busy term for the
Class of 2021 and we are looking forward to more
challenges in the days and weeks ahead.
Miss S Sayer
Learning Manager Year 7

The girls’ netball team took part in their first ever PGL
tournament, where they represented the College in
some very tough competition and learned a lot about
the game. We look forward to watching them develop
into a very successful squad in the future.

