Red Nose
Day 2017

‘Fascinating’ Talk
By Visiting Author

Staff and students got into
the Red Nose Day spirit with
a day of fun and activities
which raised more than £1,200 for the charity. Students
were allowed to come to school in mufti and there was a Staff
v Students football match with the staff putting up a good fight
with the final score 3-2 to the Sixth Form
“But they couldn’t compete against youth and fitness!” said
Miss Pinkney.

With the Exam Season fast approaching we had the
pleasure of welcoming Nicola Morgan to talk to
students, parents, staff and governors about managing
exam stress. “Nicola is an internationally renowned
speaker and author of 100 books so we were delighted
when Nicola found time in her busy schedule to visit us,”
said Mrs Wrennall, College librarian.

“Thank you to all those that took part, Mr Harris for
organising the staff team, Year 13 BTEC Sport students
for organising the student team, Mr Cole for refereeing
and Mr Cresswell for commentating.” Other sporting
activities were a real hit with all the students, they enjoyed
the opportunity for a penalty shootout against Mr
Axworthy and Mr Hammond in their sumo suits.

Nicola was given a warm welcome the College library
by Key Stage 4 and Sixth Form students who had been
enjoying a library makeover which turned the library into
Readaxation Spa. Nicola coined the phrase Readaxation to
describe “reading for relaxation” and was thrilled with the
enthusiasm with which the idea had been embraced.

The disco was fronted by Mr Hammond and Mr Thomas
who pumped out the tunes for an hour. Thanks to Miss Le
Page who organised this. “Thanks to all the PE department,
the Sixth Form Team and the Sixth Form students for
making it a very successful day,” said Miss Pinkney.

The well-known author then spoke to parents and staff
about how to support students through their exams.
“Mrs Hannaford said that she thought Nicola was
amazing and found her talk fascinating,” said Mrs
Wrennall. “I learnt a lot from Nicola’s talk and it was great
to see so many students embrace the idea of reading for
relaxation. “The Readaxation Spa is destined to become a
regular event in the library. “It was a wonderful
opportunity for our students and their families to hear
from an author who is so renowned in her field.”Nicola
has written nearly 100 books, including novels such as
Wasted, Fleshmarket (currently being adapted for the
London stage) and Mondays are Red, but in the past 12
years she has become increasingly well-known for her
passionate factual work on adolescence, with her 2005
book on the teenage brain, Blame My Brain, shortlisted
for the Aventis prize and The Teenage Guide to Stress
winning the School Library Association award in both the
readers’ and the judges’ categories and being snapped up
by teenagers and their hard-pressed adults.The Teenage
Guide to Friends comes out in May 2017 and she is
currently writing two other books.
A former teacher and dyslexia specialist, Nicola now
writes and speaks internationally on a wide variety of
subjects relating to both adolescence and the reading
brain, including a focus on reading as a route to wellbeing
and relaxation.

World Book Day 2017
The English department went all out for World Book
Day this year to celebrate the wonderful world of books.
At a time when students at Stoke Damerel are reading
more than ever with the introduction of the Accelerated
Reader programme, World Book Day was the perfect
opportunity to recognise the joy reading can bring. Staff
donned costumes and dressed up as their favourite
fictional characters including Katniss, Matilda, Peter Pan,
Lady Macbeth and Inspector Goole to name just a few.
Throughout the day, all year groups got involved with a
range of activities on offer both inside and outside lessons.

“You did a great job,” he said.
Year 8 student Jodie - who asked Mr Bercow how he felt
about the result of the EU Referendum - said it was an
“amazing” experience.
“It’s brilliant that our teachers arranged this for us, it was
so interesting, “ she said.
“He really told us what he thought and didn’t just say yes
or no to our questions.

‘Amazing’ Skype Q&A
With Speaker Bercow
Students and the Modern Britain Council had a unique
opportunity to question the Speaker of the House the
Rt Hon John Bercow MP via Skype. Mr Bercow, the
Conservative MP for Buckingham, answered questions
from the students on 30 January 2017 covering a variety
of issues from what he thought about the UK leaving
the EU to how he became Speaker.
Throughout he wore a Federer baseball cap, explaining
to the students it was in honour of the legendary tennis
player’s victory in the Australian Open the day before.
He was especially delighted with a question from Year 8
student Luke who asked which word he would choose to
say instead of “Order” were he given a choice.
“I think I would change it to calm,” said Mr Bercow.
“It would encourage colleagues to calm down - it is a
slightly gentler, softer word than order.

“I know this will be definitely be one of my main
memories of being at Stoke Damerel.” The College’s
Modern Britain co-ordinator Mrs Burn said it had been
“awesome” for the students who took part.
“It was a privilege to sit with our Year 8s and the Modern
Britain Council as they asked him questions about his
role,” said Mrs Burn.
“He was incredibly open with them and gave them
detailed and thoughtful answers.
“For someone in his position to give 45 minutes of his day
at the start of his week was absolutely wonderful,” she
said. “We couldn’t have ended our Modern Britain topic
of Democracy on a better note.”

“It is a question that, in my seven and a half years of
being speaker, I have not yet been asked. Congratulations
to Luke for such an original question.”
Students also asked what was his favourite subject at
school - which was English - an idea of what his day
is like - he tries to start with a swim followed by the
school run - and then he was asked to describe his
most memorable moment from his time as Speaker
and he chose two.
The first was welcoming the Burmese politician Aung
San Suu Kyi to Parliament in 2012. “That was a very special
moment - I had admired her for many years,” he said.
He also singled out the day the Same Sex Marriage
legislation was passed in 2013.
“That was very fine day for Parliament and made a lot
of people happy,” he said.
He finished the session – which was organised
by Parliament’s Education Service - by
congratulating the students on the quality of
their questions.

Music On The Move
The Music Department are happy and excited about
moving into a brand-new, custom-built Music Space
featuring three rehearsal rooms and lots of additional
space for music-making. Located in the old Business
block, it has been designed and constructed over the
past few months to offer our students the best possible
learning environment for the subject. Head of Music,
Mr Crocker said: “We are over the moon with the new
space and are looking forward to seeing what musical
opportunities happen for the Young People at SDCC.
We’ve already had a great response from students, who
have been coming into rehearse most lunchtimes. We
are extremely proud of the new space and look forward
to seeing it evolve and develop over the coming years.”

Year 8 Putting NHS
Careers In The Picture
In November, Year 8 were introduced to the NHS
competition. This is a competition which sees students
embark on a journey of discovery, finding out about
the various career opportunities in the NHS and then
spending time working on a promotional advert for
the jobs they find interesting. We began with an
assembly where a representative from Derriford
Hospital discussed the diversity of careers within the
NHS. Students responded well, asking questions and
engaging in positive conversations. Students learnt
about a number of interesting jobs they had never
heard of before, for example, hearing about an
apprenticeship in the incinerator was certainly
something they will remember.
Twenty groups were put through to interview, where
students had to present their ideas and what they were
going to do next as part of their advert for the campaign.
As Learning Manager, I was thoroughly impressed with
the calibre of adverts coming through, as was Mr Cox,
Principal of Scott College. Students showed outstanding
resilience and confidence whilst being quizzed on their
choice of job and understanding of the NHS. Finally we
put through three groups to the national competition;
representing the career pathways for Forensic Pathology,
Estate Management and Paramedics. Each group had
some wonderful ideas of how they would make their
advert and knew everything about the role and
responsibilities of their selected jobs within the NHS.
The three groups got to spend the day with Mr Grant, the
school’s media production specialist, who supported
them in designing and filming their adverts. The students
ended up with three incredible adverts that are now
awaiting judgment from the National NHS panel for the
best entries.
As Learning Manager I am immensely proud of the
skills and attributes used by all of Year 8 throughout
this challenge. I really believe we have three
outstanding adverts any one of which could win the
national competition. Well done Class of 2020.
Mr R Hammond
Learning Manager Year 8

Class Of 2019 Update
Year 9 has, to date, been a year of transition, a year of
reality and most importantly a year that will start to
make a difference for every young person’s future. It
has been about the students settling into their GCSE
studies and realising that over the next three years
the in their progress, knowledge, understanding and
effort that they put in to their studies are the stepping
stones to secure their future aspirations. Students
have been working exceptionally hard in all their
new option subjects and studying the key texts of
Frankenstein and Macbeth for the English GCSE
Literature examination.
Catering students have been working with GWR
Pullman Chef Paul Tregillis in a project to create
new dishes for the Pullman Dining car, using locally
sourced sustainable ingredients. The student with
the winning dishes will have their products served
on Great Western trains during the next 12 months.
A group of our keen scientists have recently had an
amazing experience visiting the Peninsula School
of Medicine and Dentistry for an afternoon of DNA
extracting, cell cultivation and fruit fly research. This
was a great opportunity for students to see firsthand
the range of jobs and skills their science knowledge
can be used for in the future.
Year 9 have so far enjoyed an amazing year
achieving well and academically representing the
College outside the classroom. May I take this
opportunity to thank your parents for their
attendance at the recent parents’ evening. I am
looking forward to ensuring that students in
Year 9 continue to thrive and achieve academic
success during the remainder of this year
and through into Year 10.
Mr J Ward
Learning Manager Year 9

Social Sciences Update

Outside of the classroom, the Social Sciences team
have led lots of exciting enrichment events for
students. We have worked with the Holocaust
Educational Trust and been part of a city-wide
memorial project for Holocaust Memorial Day. As
part of our work, we now have a tree planted in our
grounds that will act as a reminder to everyone of the
importance of our individuality and to respect and
value differences. We had help from Oliver Colvile
MP, who took real interest in the work we were doing
with our students.
Two Year 12 students have been to Auschwitz as part of
the Holocaust Educational Trust’s enrichment
programme and they are working on a series of
workshops and assemblies to continue to support the
work we have done in previous years on sharing the
important lessons learnt from these events. We were
also selected as the first school in the South West to
host the Anne Frank exhibition, where students and our
community were invited in to learn about Anne’s story.

Sign Up For CEW
Not signed up for an CEW 2017 activity yet?
If you log on to www.bit.ly/sdcccew17booklet
you will find the booklet which outlines all the
activities on offer this year

In November a hugely successful week-long trip to
London saw a mixed group of students experience
History, Geography, Business and Modern Britain
learning outside the classroom. The Geography
department have also led two trips to the Eden project
to expand students understanding and reward our
Year 7s’ attitude to learning. Our Modern Britain
Council have been very proactive this year and have
led, and been involved in, many local and national
projects. Most recently our students had one to one
conversations with John Bercow, who was very
impressed with their questions and knowledge of
our parliamentary systems.
To mark the centenary of the end of World War 1, the
team are also launching a trip to visit the World War 1
Battlefields in the summer of 2018. Please continue to
bring in items over the coming year to help us fundraise
towards the trip. We are accepting the following: clean
clothes, paired shoes, belts, handbags, junk jewellery,
partly used perfumes, unwanted cosmetics, suitcases,
children’s backpacks. NOT bedding, curtains or general
bric-a-brac please

Read Simon’s School Blog
Year 11 student Simon is writing a blog about life at the
College for his Duke of Edinburgh’s Award – follow this
link to read it www.bit.ly/sdccsimonblog1

News from our community

Blockhouse Park
Litter Pick
Traders and Residents Association (STARs) held
a litter pick in Blockhouse Park on Sunday 5th
March. Local ward councillor, Sam Davey,
arranged the use of council picking equipment
and also helped on the day. Ten adults, three
children and a dog spent an hour cleaning the park.
Cllr Davey said: “We started off in lovely warm
sunshine but ended up at one point in a gale with
almost horizontal freezing hail stinging our faces.
“However, we all agreed we’d had a good time.
It was worthwhile and we collected about 15
bags of rubbish. “STARs do a fantastic job in
improving the area around Stoke Village and are
a great example of community action working
well,” he added. For more information about
Stoke STARs visit their Facebook page
www.facebook.com/groups/StokeStars/

Tree Planted For
Holocaust Memorial
Day
A flowering cherry tree presented to the College
to mark Holocaust Memorial Day has been planted
in a ceremony attended by students and our MP
Oliver Colvile.
Stoke Damerel Community College was one of a
number of schools given a flowering cherry tree
and a resource pack by Plymouth SACRE – the
Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education –
at Plympton Academy.

Noel Wain
A retrospective and
sale of paintings
5 May - 27 May 2017
Devonport Guildhall
All proceeds
to Macmillan
Monday - Saturday 10am-4pm
Devonport Guildhall
Ker Street
Plymouth PL1 4EL
/noelwainartist

You can have your say about Plymouth’s libraries by
following this link www.bit.ly/completelibrarysurvey

Variety Is Key For
Careers Sessions
We have had a busy term
so far organising and
arranging exciting and
inspiring events and
activities across the year
groups. The second
curriculum collapse day
in January for Year 11s
was an Industry Day with
over 24 employers in
school with representation
from 15 different
industries. Each student
chose two employer
sessions to attend and
took part in enterprising activities designed to let
them experience aspects of jobs within the sector.
Our Year 10s had an equally inspiring careers session
with the RAF Employability Team working with half
of the year group on STEM awareness, employability
skills and leadership activities through the day.
The other half attended a CV writing session run by
Marjons and completed an employability lesson
designed by WorldSkills.
There have been assemblies for Years 9, 10 and 11
on option choices, social media and recruitment and
interview skills and we have had visiting speakers
in from Inspiring the Future to talk about
apprenticeships, the National Citizenship Service
to talk about their holiday programmes and the UK
Youth Parliament. The Barbican Theatre also came
in and performed Why Would You to our Year 9s,
helping to raise aspirations into HE and make sense
of option choices at KS5.
We have taken students out on a number of events
during the term so far including to the Skills Show
in Plymouth and the UCAS convention in Exeter. We
also took a group of KS4 and 5 students to an Inspire
into STEM day at Flybe, with employers such as EDF
Energy, MB Aerospace and the MET Office. One of
our Year 12s was singled out as showing potential
in engineering and has subsequently won the
opportunity to experience the Flybe E-Jet Full Flight
Simulator! Some of our Year 13s have also now
applied for the apprenticeship vacancies with MB
Aerospace and South West Water. The coordination
of work experience in June and July for Year 12s and
10s respectively is under way and we have some
exciting employer enterprise events arranged for
Year 7, 9 and 12 in the April curriculum collapse.
Ms Brooking Careers and Employability Advisor

Proud Moment for College
Sports Leaders at Award
and Celebration Day
Stoke Damerel Community College has been
awarded Leadership Academy of the Year 2017.
Eighteen aspirational members of the Stoke Damerel
Community College Leadership Academy attended
the annual Plymouth Young Ambassador and Sports
Leader Award and Celebration Day at Plymouth University.
The day was billed as a variety of activities both
educational and in the afternoon, fun. Five workshops
were delivered by professionals and university
students, these included Event Organisation,
Coaching and Managing, Strength and Conditioning,
Sport Officiating and Sport Media. During these
workshops activities and tasks were completed to
further develop students’ leadership skills and also
provide an insight to possible future careers.
The afternoon commenced after lunch in the Plymouth
Students’ Union, where the leaders had the chance to
mingle and gain an insight into the life and world of a
university student. Leaders were rewarded for all their
hard dedication, hard work and volunteering with a
session in the Immersive Vision Theatre, an inflatable
fun run course and Dodgeball.
The day closed with the PSSP Awards Ceremony.
As well as presenting some incredible figures
demonstrating the amount and effect of leadership
within Plymouth and Devon, three awards were up for
grabs. Young Ambassador of the Year, best project
promoting inclusion and Paralympic sport and
Leadership Academy of the Year, won by Stoke
Damerel.“An immensely proud moment for all the
students at Stoke who are involved with the leadership
academy and thoroughly deserved,” said Mr Thomas.

Year 9 Netball
Six teams took part in the Year 9 end of season
tournament at the Life Centre. Year 9 started out with
a strong win then sadly lost by 1 in the next two games
who went on to take first and second place. The girls
then finished by beating the last two teams very
successfully! This in turn meant they placed third. A
fantastic result especially after PGL and three games
on Monday night. An amazing result for Year 9 netball!
Miss Seward

Year 8 Football Team
Win The League
The Year 8 football team played Hele’s in what was billed
as a title decider. Both teams so far having played three
won, won three in the league.
After going a goal down the boys showed great
character equalising on the stroke of half time to make
it 1-1. The famous Axworthy hairdryer team talk had its
desired effect and the boys went up about four gears in
the second half (spurred on by Learning manager Mr
Hammond and Miss Le Page) and got a stroke of luck
with a deflected shot putting us 2-1 up. From there we
pushed on and scored further goals through Ollie,
Daniel, Angel and Callum. The final whistle went and it
was confirmed the boys had won the league!
The team’s league results have been:
VS DHSB Won 4-1
VS TorBridge Won 4-0
VS Sir John Hunt Won 4-0
Vs Hele’s Won 6-1
Scored 18 Conceded 2

Devon Schools Rugby
Tournament
Mr Harris and I had the pleasure of taking our female
rugby players to Topsham for the Devon Schools Rugby
tournament. We had lots of draws and a few losses but
results were not what the day was about. Amongst many
club and county players our girls held their own, never
once looking out of place after only a few training sessions,
due to the short notice given for the tournament.
It was so lovely to see the girls improving game by game
and never giving up against some extremely talented
teams - they were resilient to the end. This fantastic
opportunity has now ignited a strong passion and
enthusiasm for rugby and many are now joining
Devonport Services Rugby Club as a result.
They really were fantastic - congratulations to them all.
Miss Le Page

Want to be a...
DOCTOR PARAMEDIC DENTIST MIDWIFE
PHYSIOTHERAPIST HEALTHCARE WORKER
NURSE ANAESTHETIST PHARMACIST?

Scott Medical and
JOIN OUR
Healthcare College SIXTH
Opening 4th September
2017 in partnership with

Apply now www.scottcollege.co.uk
scottcollegeplymouth

FORM

STOP PRESS

Entrance To College
From The Start Of The
Summer Term
Work which will transform the front of the College site
begins during the Easter holidays as contractors start
to build the medical and healthcare school we are
sponsoring, Scott College. This will mean the usual
front entrance of Stoke Damerel will be completely
closed and students, staff, parents and visitors will all
need to use our alternative entrances. At the beginning
and end of each school day the lane entrance at the side
of the front of the school (marked on the above picture
with an arrow) will be open but will close during the day.
A temporary reception will be set up at the rear of
the College (pictured on the right above) and that will

become the main entrance in and out of Stoke
Damerel for the duration of the work.We are extremely
proud that our College has the largest number of
students who walk to school in the city and those
parents who do drop their children to school mostly
do it in a courteous and safe way. There have been a
small number of occasions recently where cars have
been parked in disabled spaces or on the pavement
causing an obstruction at drop off or pick up time.
We would be very grateful if anyone dropping students
to the College could remember to keep all of our
students and local residents in mind when driving/
parking close to the College and think about adopting
the Park and Stride approach and drop off/pick up a
little further away.
Thank you for your co-operation

Devon Table Tennis Championships
The College attended with eight students competing across the age ranges.
In the U13 Boys category James and Cobie (Year 7) ended up meeting each
other in the last 16. James prevailed taking a 2-0 win and progressed to the
next round. He remained in the competition until the semi-finals, where he was
the only non “club” playing competitor. In the U16 Boys category Jay managed
to win two games, Layton made the second round and Matt, who was seeded
number one, was knocked out in round one. In the U19 Boys category the
Pollards, renowned for their table tennis prowess at the College took home a
podium two and three. The last competitor was Jasmine of Year 13. Having
only played for a few months, she was understandably nervous but she cruised
to the final and then to become the U19 Girls Devon Champion. She has
now qualified for the National Finals which is a huge achievement.
Mr Thomas
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