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Headlines
This term all year groups have embraced the newly-launched Stoke
Damerel 6 which arose from meetings with the student councils last
summer. The six values of resilience, respect, responsibility, professionalism,
pride and prepared have been addressed in a number of ways across our
college community. Students showed their respect on Armistice Day when,
as a school, we observed a two minute silence to remember everyone who
lost their lives in wars and conflicts. Then in our reward assemblies more
than 700 students received certificates for achieving commendations for their
resilience, responsibility and being prepared.
Along with parents, governors and staff I felt very proud at our recent
Celebration Evening when students who had excelled in an aspect of their
work were recognised for their achievement. The prize winners looked very
professional in their smart uniform and felt honoured to receive their
certificates from our special guest Colour Sergeant Lee Spencer RM.
As I write this students and staff are starting to feel slightly Christmassy
as the planning for Christmas events begins. Scheduled are special
assemblies, carol concerts and, of course, Christmas Lunch.
Thank you for your support throughout this busy term.
Happy Christmas and all good wishes for 2017
Yours sincerely

RESPECT
• Respect each other
• Be kind, treat others how
you want to be treated
• Respect yourself

RESPONSIBLE

RESILIENT

• Take responsibility for your

• Commit to your learning
• Try your best
• And try again and again

PREPARED

PROFESSIONAL

• Be prepared and ready to learn
• Be here, be on time and bring
everything you need for learning
• Take part in your learning
and your school

• Be polite
• Be welcoming to all
members of our College
• Smile and be friendly

learning and behaviour
• Try to be a leader
• Be a positive role model

PRIDE

Mrs C Hannaford

Diary
Dates:

Stoke Damerel Six

• Be proud to learn; proud

of your work
• Wear your Stoke Damerel
uniform with pride
• Be proud of yourself

Scott College Sixth form Open Evening: Thurs 1 Dec

Last day of term: Fri 16 Dec

Dance and Music Christmas show Weds 7 Dec

Spring term begins: Weds 4 Jan

Year 11 Christmas lunch: Fri 9 Dec

Year 8 Options Evening: Thurs 12 Jan

College Christmas lunch: Tues 13 Dec		

Year 12/13 Parents’ Evening Thurs 19 Jan

A Mathematics and Computing College

Celebration Evening
CSgt Lee Spencer RM was our guest of honour
at Celebration Evening, the College’s annual
celebration of student achievement. Here’s what
he had to say about the evening:
“I found the evening extremely rewarding, I had an
overwhelming impression of teachers who really
care about their students and are prepared to invest
in their success.

Special Awards
Aaron Aragon
Class of 2019 English Governors’ Award
Damola Fayose
Class of 2016 Mathematics Governors’ Award
Macy Head
Class of 2016 John Lesley Webb Award
Lauren Taylor
Sixth Form Alison Penney Award
Alex Ling
Class of 2016 Kate Angus Award
Ruan Baldwin
Class of 2016 Kate Angus Award
Bailey Gamble
Class of 2017 Jay Rumbold Award
Jasmine Williams
Sixth Form Sylvia Jarvis Award

“The enthusiasm from the teachers for extracurricular
activities beyond the academic was clear to see, not
only in the effort put into a fantastic evening, but more
importantly in the polite confidence that the young
students displayed throughout.
“That confidence comes from self-belief and it’s that
self-belief that will ultimately enable the students to
go forward and make a success of their lives. I hope
that by telling my story, and being able to show that
self-belief, hard work and resilience in the face of
adversity will always pay dividends, I will have been a
very small part of their success.”

George Baker
Sixth Form High Attaining Pupil
Stoke Damerel Community College

Ross Gentle
Class of 2016 Roma French Award

Celebration
Evening
2016
Principal Award Winners
Thursday
17th Nov
Hao Chen Jiang
Main Hall 7pm
Jasmin Short

We warmly invite you to join us as we
celebrate the outstanding achievements
of our students during the
Academic Year 2015 / 2016.

Courtney McCormack
Haydon Bennett

RSVP to the Principal’s Secretary 556065
or email: info@sdcc.net
Stoke Damerel Community College,
Somerset Place, Stoke, Plymouth, PL3 4BD

Ross Gentle

A Whirlwind Term Of Dance
And Performance
It’s been a busy term for Dance with many dance practitioners coming to
the College to work with our students as well as lots of trips to watch
dance performances.
Year 9 went to see James Wilton Dance’s Leviathan – a performance
based on Moby Dick’s novel Herman Melville.
Students were on the edge of their seats as they absorbed the intriguing
and athletic movement material.
Years 10, 11 and 13 saw Alvin Ailey American Dance Theatre - an array of
works in differing styles. A performance which includes the classic and
‘beloved crowd-pleaser’ Revelations.
Year 10 are going to see the acclaimed Matthew Bourne’s Red Shoes.
A fairy tale that’s sure to dazzle our dancers about obsession, possession
and one girl’s dream to be the greatest dancer in the world. Spindrift
Dance Company came into the College to work with Year 10 and Year 13
dance students which challenged their movement vocabulary and
pushed students’ creativity. Boys’ Dance Crew meet each week with
Rob Mennear – it’s a club which is physical, challenging and exciting.
Seven of our fantastically committed Year 10 dancers created an
uplifting piece of choreography to support Celebration Evening and on
Wednesday 7 December is our Dance and Music Christmas Show.
Students across the College are performing in the show with their
assessment pieces in many styles and also creating Christmas pieces.
Keep up to date on our Twitter page @SDCC_dance
Miss Hill, Dance teacher

Going Places Thanks To
Google Expeditions

Students Take CPR
Training To Heart

Hundreds of students were transported to the
battlefields of World War I and Mount Everest thanks to
Google Expeditions day.

More than 300 students learned lifesaving CPR
techniques in one day as part of the British Heart
Foundation initiative Restart A Heart.

The Google team came to the College to take students
through a range of expeditions including transporting
them to the Jazz Era and the North Pole.

The BHF says that if you suffer a cardiac arrest out of
hospital in the UK, you have less than a one in ten chance
of surviving so the aim of Restart A Heart Day on
18 October was to train as many young people as possible
in CPR techniques and Mrs Mann, the College’s first
aider, ran CPR sessions throughout the day.

Students equipped with Google Cardboard VR viewers
go on expeditions with a teacher acting as a guide to
lead groups of “explorers” through collections of 360°
and 3D images while pointing out interesting sights
along the way.
Staff from the College attended a training session
before guiding 22 groups of students through a variety
of virtual tours throughout the day.
One Year 7 student had his own special expedition;
exploring the Great Barrier Reef up close.
Sean Moore’s English teacher Mrs Hardie arranged
the session for him after he wrote a “heart-warming
and descriptive story” about being able to breathe
underwater.
Media Studies teacher Mr Towers, who organised
the event, took one of his classes into a newsroom
environment for their Google Expedition before taking
them for a swim with sharks.
“We are extremely grateful to the Google Expeditions
team for coming to the College,” said Mr Towers.
“It took our students to places and eras they wouldn’t
normally be able to access - a truly unique learning
experience.”

She applied to receive a CPR training kit from the BHF and
the College now has 35 manikins for students to practice
on. “It was quite a challenge to train so many students in
one day but with the excellent BHF training film and help
from College staff we are really pleased to have trained so
many students in one day,” said Mrs Mann.
Year 8 student Stella was one of the students to receive
the training and later appeared on BBC Spotlight to
demonstrate what she had learned on live television.
“I think it’s really good to have this training,” said Stella, 13.
“You might come across someone who needs help and
the adult might not know what to do about it but the child
will,” she said.
The British Heart Foundation said: “The commitment to
getting CPR training into Stoke Damerel Community
College will help to increase the survival rates.
“We sent the College a state-of-the-art CPR training kit
because we know that when we invest in schools like
theirs, hundreds - maybe even thousands - of young
people will learn skills that could make the difference
between life and death.”
Watch our film about Restart A Heart
Day at the College by following this
link http://bit.ly/sdccrestartaheartfilm
or scanning this QR code

Croquet Project Returns Glittering Ceremony
Celebrates Mr Tills’ Award
Our students have been learning the finer points of
croquet as part of a pioneering US project to reconnect
Alzheimer’s patients with the world around them.
For the fourth year in a row our Year 7 students have
met Andrew Creasey from Through Hoops To Hope
to learn how to play before hosting an intergenerational
match between Year 7 students and a team of visitors,
some of whom are living with dementia.

A teaching assistant at the College who beat thousands
of other nominees to win a prestigious Pearson Teaching
Award attended a glittering awards ceremony last month
broadcast by the BBC.
Mr Tills won his silver award in the Teaching Assistant
of the Year category and joined fellow winners at the UK
final of the Teaching Awards at a glittering celebration at
London’s Guildhall.
“It was a fantastic evening
celebrating people who
work hard every day to
support students’ access
to learning,”said Mr Tills.
“I am really overwhelmed
to have been recognised
for the work I do with my
students and to come
away with a Silver Award
was fantastic.
“I had a lovely weekend inLondon celebrating with friends,
colleagues and other professionals from around the UK.
“It will be a memory that will stay with me forever.
I just would like to say a massive thank you to
everybody I work with who have supported me through
this special time.”
You have still got a week to watch Britain’s
Classroom Heroes on the iPlayer follow
this link http://bit.ly/sdccpearsoniplayer
or scan this QR code

Multi-Skills Festival Is
Fun-Filled Afternoon
Close to 100 pupils from eight of Stoke Damerel’s
feeder primary schools were welcomed to the College
for an afternoon of multi-skills sports fun.
Events ranged from speed bounce to a target throw
and an agility circuit to a throw and catch game.
“All the schools were absolutely brilliant and it was a
close run event eventually won by Montpelier Primary
School,” said PE teacher Mr Axworthy.
“Thanks to all the schools for their support in helping
to make this a fun-filled afternoon.
“Also thanks must go to the Year 8 and 9 sports leaders
who represented the College with professionalism and
leadership beyond their years.”
The next event for primary schools is the Year 1 and
2 Multi Skills Festival on Wednesday 18 January 2017
in Stoke Damerel Sports Hall.
“Hope to see you there!” said Mr Axworthy.

Students On Track For
Fine Dining
It’s not every lesson you get to eat scallops and
baba ganoush cooked by a Great Western Railway
Pullman chef.
They were just some of the dishes 16 lucky students
in Mrs Stockton’s Year 9 Food Preparation and
Nutrition class were able to taste as part of an
exciting project to create dishes for the Pullman
Dining car.
GWR Pullman chef Paul Tregillis, a former Stoke
Damerel Community College pupil, delivered his
taster session to the class in October after the
students completed an entry form to outline why
they wanted to take part.
The College has run similar competitions in the past
with the judging panel including renowned seafood
chef Mitch Tonks. The menus students create must
be suitable for service on the Pullman Dining cars
and use locally-sourced, sustainable ingredients.
“It’s wonderful that our students are being given the
opportunity to take part in this project once again,”
said Mrs Stockton.
During his initial visit Paul explained his role as a
Pullman chef and demonstrated the preparation and
presentation of a number of the signature dishes
from the current Pullman menu.
“I’m really happy to be back in the College,” said Paul.
“The competition has been such a success in the past
so it’s great to be talking to another group of students
about my role and it’s a nice change for me.”

Year 7 and 8. 3pm: A trip on the London Eye taking in views
of the River Thames and iconic sites of the City of London
followed by a trip to the London Dungeon watching scary,
dramatised historic stories such as the Gunpowder Plot,
Jack the Ripper and the Great Plague.
After a welcome short rest and change into warmer
clothing we made our way to Tower Hill tube station
for the night-time walking tour of the Jack the Ripper
Murders. The tour guide captivated the students
walking to the five sites of the murders and retelling,
in depth, details of the killings and possible suspects.
The History students learned about Jack the Ripper
in Year 9 and the tour guide was impressed with their
knowledge and questions.

Not A Moment Wasted
During London Trip
Months of meticulous planning meant not a single
second of the London trip was wasted - read Miss
Hill’s account of a whirlwind three days.
Day One:
After 12 months of planning and fundraising for
the Social Sciences trip to London Mrs Burn, Mr
Campion, Mrs Gears and Miss Hill met 29 excited
students at Plymouth railway station at 7am for an
early train journey to Paddington for a three-day packed
insight into the UK’s diverse and multicultural capital
city. The three-day programme encompassed all Social
Sciences subjects: Geography, History, Modern Britain,
Sociology and Business Studies. After our first tube
journey and checking into the Meininger Hotel, formerly
Baden-Powell Scout Hostel, we walked across the road
to the Natural History Museum.
There, students enjoyed spending the afternoon
exploring the exhibitions and galleries such as the
dinosaurs and natural hazards. Students spent an
exciting evening at the Theatre Royal Drury Lane
watching Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. For some
it was their first experience watching a musical in a
theatre, yet alone in the West End.
Day Two:
An early rise and breakfast before a tour of the Houses
of Parliament, incorporating a 360 degree film show
of the history of parliament followed by a guided tour
of the Houses of Lords and Commons and the original
palace where Henry VIII reputedly played indoor tennis.
Students listened to how laws are made and saw the
grandeur of gilt and gold adorning the Queen’s throne used once a year at the Opening of Parliament.
The guide talked through elections and voting processes
taught in Modern Britain lessons here at the College in

Day Three:
We caught the River Boat from Westminster Bridge
to Greenwich where we boarded The Cutty Sark,
a preserved 19th Century clipper used for transporting
tea, for a self-led tour before heading to Convent Garden
to soak up the cultural atmosphere and do a little
souvenir shopping before the evening return train journey.
We received many comments about the group’s conduct
and behaviour including at the Houses of Parliament,
Jack the Ripper tour and a group of women on the return
train home.

Accelerated Reader
Comes To Stoke Damerel
Following the excitement and success of the Book
Buzz scheme students and staff are taking reading to
a new level with the arrival of the Accelerated Reader
Programme. Our very own Captain Target has visited
Year 7 and 8 assemblies to inspire students to pick up
their books and read.
“If I had to choose which superpower I could pass
on to our students, it would be the power of reading.
Reading empowers people to succeed and opens
hearts and minds to new ideas,” said Captain Target.
Four of our most improved Year 7 Accelerated
Readers in Mrs Laing’s pilot group confidently
stood up in assemblies to explain how much they
have seen their reading improve since September
and exactly why they were enjoying the programme.
Fatima shared that she has “read lots more books
since I started with the programme” and Atta added
that “my reading and my writing has improved since I
started Accelerated Reader”.
The Accelerated Reader Programme is a
computer-based programme which helps students,
teachers and parent/carers to monitor their child’s
reading development. After taking the STAR Reading
Test students are given a book level which enables
their teachers, with the help of the College librarians,
to guide students to choose books written at the
appropriate level for each student.
When they finish their books they take an online quiz and
earn points which go towards prizes. We are already
seeing students move up the reading levels and not only
is the information invaluable to teachers but students
very much value tracking their own progress.
Mrs Wrennall, College librarian, said: “We are so
proud of our Year 7 students who stood up in assemblies
to tell their peers about their experiences with
Accelerated Reader. The launch of the programme
has resulted in students clamouring to get into the
library at break and lunchtimes to have some quiet
reading time and take their reading quizzes.
“They are reading with much more care too as the
quizzes taken result in points and points turn to
prizes. Everyone is keen to build up their points so
that they can claim a prize. Cameron and Edie have
already claimed their first prizes.”
If you would like any further information about
Accelerated Reader please do not hesitate to
contact Lesley Wrennall on lwrennall@sdcc.net
or go to http://bit.ly/sdccparentguidetoar for the
Parent’s Guide to Accelerated Reader.

Spotlight On Opportunities
Our Curriculum Collapse morning meant the usual
timetable was temporarily abandoned in favour of
opportunities for students to develop skills, knowledge
and understanding of social, moral, spiritual and
cultural issues.
Students learned CPR, created entries for the NHS
Careers competition and attended a Year 11 Next Step
fair with stalls from Plymouth College of Art, Duchy
College and City College as well as Stoke Damerel
Sixth Form and Scott Medical and Healthcare College.

All Year 11 students interested in a career in medicine
and healthcare are invited to our Open Evening
at Stoke Damerel Community College

Scott Medical and Healthcare College

Sixth form

1 DEC

Evening

2016
6.30PM

www.scottcollege.co.uk

Contact us:
Stoke Damerel Community College
Somerset Place, Stoke, Plymouth, PL3 4BD
Tel: 01752 556065
Fax: 01752 562323
Web: www.sdcc.net Tw:@stokedamerelcc
Email: info@sdcc.net

