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Headlines
Welcome back to a new school year at Stoke Damerel Community
College. As always there is a lot of excitement in September with
students old and new looking forward to the exciting days ahead.
We started the term with a special welcome to our new Year 7
students who all looked very smart in their new uniform. They have
made a great start impressing staff with their readiness to learn
and quickly settling into the daily routine of College life.
During the holiday we celebrated GCSE and A Level examination
successes with students and their parents. The Class of 2016 made
excellent progress securing a positive +0.05 Progress 8 Measure – the
new headline measure reported by the government. Our Sixth Form
students did equally well with everyone securing their progression
route: university or apprenticeship. Congratulations to all our
examination students.
Once again the year ahead will be busy with lots of learning challenges
and opportunities for all our students.
I look forward to working with you throughout the academic year
and thank you for your support.

Yours sincerely
Mrs C Hannaford
Principal

Diary
Dates:

Sixth form Vocational Parents’ Evening : Weds 21 Sept

Year 7 Friendship Disco 6.30pm: Thurs 20 Oct

Scott College open evening 6.30pm: Weds 28 Sept

Students break up for half term: Thurs 20 Oct

Sixth form UCAS parents’ evening : Weds 5 Oct

Return from half term: Tuesday 1 Nov

Scott College open morning 10.30am: Sat 8 Oct

Presentation Evening: Thurs 17 Nov

A Mathematics and Computing College

Exam Results 2016
There was lots to celebrate on our results days in
August. Students and their parents who had spent an
anxious night beforehand joined teachers and tutors
to discover what was inside the infamous
‘Brown Envelopes’.
Sixth Form
First came the A level and AS results which brought
rewarding grades for students: Mrs Beacham, Assistant
Vice Principal, said she was “extremely proud” of the
students’ achievements adding “all our Year 13 students
who want to study at university have gained a place”.
Top performing students
A Level Points
George Baker			
Amy Hensman			
Iustina Viorescu		
Tania Nana			
Erica Rowe			
Megan Rowland		

140
120
110
100
100
100

BTEC Points
Scott Smith			
Charlotte Allman-Collins
Rebecca Hammacott		
Ellen Pearce			
Richard Pinn			
Malak Yassine			

185
150
150
150
150
150

Average point score per entry 26.7
Average point score per student 77.7
GCSE
Next came the results for the Class of 2016.
Learning Manager Miss Sayer said she was “really
proud of her year group, students worked incredibly
hard and achieved results which will allow them to
progress into their chosen pathway”.
Parents, too, were “overwhelmed with the emotion
of the day”, such as Mr Hunt, Sian’s dad, as brown
envelopes were opened with joyful smiles and cheers.
Top performing students
Sophie Fisher - 5A* 5A
Rebecca Smith - 5A* 4A
Jasmine Short - 6A 3B
Hao Chen Jiang - 1A* 5A 2B 2C
Ben Crossland - 6A 2B
Niall Dunne - 6A 3B
Scott Hawes - 1A* 4A 4B
Rebecca Fletcher - 1A* 1A 7B
		

UCAS Destinations 2016

Success Stories

Will films add up to
Youtube success?

STEM event goes with
a Big Bang

The College helped to make a series of short films to
help parents understand how to help their children with
Maths homework.

The College’s engineers attended the Big Bang event
in Exeter in July to showcase more than 100 hours
of work on their STEM projects. Mr Barenskie, the
College’s STEM co-ordinator, wrote about the
students’ day at the Big Bang in Exeter on 29 June.

The films - all filmed and edited by Stoke Damerel
Community College’s videographer Mr Grant - were
the brainchild of the Maths Action Group.
A special Red Carpet assembly was held at Montpelier
Primary for the pupils from the six Plymouth primary
schools who appear in the videos, which are all
available on YouTube for anyone to watch and use.
“We want as many people as possible to use them,”
said Mrs Green, a teacher at Montpelier who is chair of
the Maths Action Group.
The group is made up of the Maths leads of six
Plymouth primary schools; Goosewell, Shakespeare,
Hooe, Mayflower, Pennycross as well as Montpelier.
“We came up with the idea in November last year –
we hear time and again that the methods used to teach
Maths in schools now are very different from how
things used to be taught and parents are often unsure
how to support their child’s learning at home,”
said Mrs Green
“It has been a wonderful collaboration and the end
result is better than we could have hoped for - the
films are so polished and professional,” she said.
“We are already talking about how we can all work
together again in the future.”
You can watch the films by following
this link http://bit.ly/sdccmathsfilms
or scanning this QR code

“Stoke Damerel Community College sent its biggest
group of engineering competitors to date, 17 students
from Key Stage 4 and 5, having put over 100 combined
hours into their projects were ready to compete.
The two projects comprised a safety robot that lifts
masses up and down warship stairs and a zoo
enclosure design and scale model. Students from
both groups have received weekly support from
Babcock STEM ambassadors who have been
instrumental to our success.
We are very pleased that our zoo enclosure has won
the competition and will now go through to the national
stage in Birmingham this December. Our stair robot
caught the attention of the assessors and will be
presented at Babcock’s safety conference this year with
the aim of turning it into a viable product. This is such
a huge achievement for our students at their first
competition of this calibre. Go Stoke STEM! “

Class of 2016 Prom
After five years of planning (by the boys!) the
long-anticipated Class of 2016 prom to celebrate
the end of Year 11 was held at the New Continental
Hotel in July.
“They were dressed to impress,” said Mrs Griffiths,
head of school. “It was wonderful to see them in all
their finery and to see so many parents watch their
daughters and sons walk down the red carpet as such
poised young men and women.
Learning manager Mrs Sayer it was “a night to feel very
proud”.
“The Class of 2016 looked stunning in their beautiful
tuxedoes and gowns - they looked so grown up and
mature- it brought a tear to many a tutor’s eye.”
“It was lovely to see our “babies” all grown up and
celebrating the culmination of five years’ hard work,”
said Miss Taylor, assistant learning manager.

Inspiring message of determination
as sporting achievement recognised
Determination and the importance of a positive
outlook were the theme as student achievement
in sport was marked in style at Stoke Damerel
Community College’s annual Sports Personality
of the Year awards.
The guest of honour at this year’s Olympic-themed
event on 14 July was Lee Spencer, a Royal Marine who
lost his leg after he was hit by flying debris when he
stopped to help the victims of a road accident in 2014.
Since his recovery he has travelled the country as a
fundraiser and public speaker. CSgt Spencer spoke to
the packed assembly hall, filled with students’ family
and friends, about life beyond injury with the message
that hard work, determination and a positive outlook
can spell success.
“I thought the awards ceremony was excellent,” said
CSgt Spencer. “It was great to be part of something so
worthwhile, encouraging the students in their sporting
endeavours. It was evident that the PE department have
invested in the students and their enthusiasm has paid
dividends in the school’s sporting achievements.
“I’m a firm believer that through sport we can learn
many lessons for life, such as teamwork, hard work,
practice and determination. “I found it personally very
rewarding to be part of something so positive,” he added.

have been staged at the College
and PE teacher Matt Hatcliffe,
who organised this year’s event,
SPORTS PERSONALITY
said he felt “very proud “of the
four student presenters at the
event. “They did a wonderful job of
showcasing the College’s sporting
triumphs over the course of the year,” he said. “I know
our students really enjoyed Lee Spencer’s speech – it
was an inspiring message about the need to stay
positive despite any setbacks they may face in life.”
The Key Stage 3 winners were Chardonnay James; “an
outstanding sportswoman showing great talent in every
sport or activity she plays” and Matt Richards who was
also congratulated for his rugby prowess and described
as “a great leader within the team”. More than 150
awards and trophies were handed out during the
90-minute ceremony which Mr Hatcliffe described as a
“great evening”.
“The students were all outstanding and a real credit
to the school – it was a privilege to organise.”

SPORTS PERSONALIT Y

The Key Stage 4 winners were Chelsea Thompson who
has represented the College in football, rugby, netball,
leadership, rounders and athletics and was described
as “a true inspiration who never gives up”. Morgan
Hemming was recognised for his achievements in
rugby, the audience was told he was “a very direct,
powerful athlete”. It is the fourteenth time the awards

Curriculum
Enhancement 2016
The final week of the summer term is Curriculum
Enhancement Week and students got to enjoy a range
of activities from tree surfing to pony trekking.
“Our staff work tirelessly to come up with new and
interesting ways for our students to enjoy the final
week of the academic year with numerous activities
based at College and as far afield as Sennen and
London,” said head of school Mrs Griffiths.
“This year there were almost 30 separate activities
on offer and seeing the enjoyment students and staff
get out of the week makes all the months of
preparation worth it”.

Year 10 Careers Day
Year 10 got a taste of dozens of different careers as
a wide range of professionals came into the College
to talk to students. Students were able to find out
about careers ranging from hairdressing to the fire
service and everything in between on a day-long look
at careers in June.
Contributors on the day included Duchy College
discussing the courses they offer relating to animal
care and Marks and Spencer who came in to discuss
careers in retail. A River Cottage general manger and
senior sous chef talked about careers in catering and
City College gave students an insight into how they
can earn-while-you-learn with Apprenticeships.
The Barbican Theatre’s Mark Laville and stage
manager Elaine Faulkner talked to students about
careers in the creative industries. Plymouth
University iDAT team and So Good Studios looked at
digital creative skills and STEM careers were covered
by WSP Group and Babcock. Plymouth University’s
Kevin Hambridge discussed adult nursing and two
social workers and a youth worker talked to students
about their careers. Personal trainer Gavin Seymour
spoke about his personal background and route into
the personal training/health industry.
Students said it had a been “brilliant” and
“informative” day.

Welcome to the Class of 2021
The College’s newest students spent their first day at
the College on Friday 2 September.
The very first new Year 7 over the threshold was
Belinda and soon she and her 240 fellow members
of the Class of 2021 were attending their first Stoke
Damerel assembly.
Learning Manager Miss Sayer explained it was the first
step on their five-year journey to be handed the key to
their future in 2021.
They spent the day meeting their tutors, exploring the
College and getting to know their timetable and
enjoying their first lunch in the College canteen.
“Everybody left saying they would be coming back the
next day,“ joked head of school Mrs Griffiths.
Mr Giles, SMT link for Year 7, said it was “wonderful to
see so many excited and eager faces”.
“It’s always special to see so many proud parents watch
their children walk down The Street for the first time, off
to start their life as Stoke Damerel students,” he said.
“The Class of 2021 have settled in so well to life at Stoke
Damerel – it’s as if they have always been here,” added
Miss Sayer.
“They look so smart in their new uniforms and have
made an excellent start to their studies.”

Students predict space
experiment outcome
Students reach for
the Sky during trip
A Level Business Studies students attended a
residential in London during the summer and visited
Sky Academy to look at career options in the media.
As well as a tour around the Sky Studios the students
got to see live broadcasting from around the world
taking place in the Sky Sports Studio.
“It showed the students, at first hand, the careers
available in such a multi-national company,” said
Business Studies teacher Mrs Burn.
“Students were able to attend workshops looking at
how to build a new business and at marketing a new
product for Sky TV which came up with some
interesting results!
“Students were encouraged to look for careers in
business and especially at the apprenticeships that
are offered by the Sky Academy, ” she said.

Open
days

Scott Medical and Healthcare College

28 Sept
and 8 Oct
2016

Visit website for details

www.scottcollege.co.uk
Caring to Learn, Learning To Care

A group of Year 7 students who have been growing
seeds as part of an RHS project – some of which
have been to space - finally got to find out which
seeds are which.
The group was given seeds which were among 2kg of
rocket seeds flown to the International Space Station
(ISS) in September 2015 on Soyuz 44S.
The seeds spent several months in microgravity
before returning to Earth and being distributed
among the schools taking part, along with seeds
which haven’t been into space. The seeds’ growth was
measured at intervals over six weeks and all the data
was returned to the Rocket Science Project launched
by the RHS Campaign for School Gardening and the
UK Space Agency.
Our students discovered which seeds were which by
watching an announcement from Tim Peake on his
return to earth after spending six months in space.
“They took the responsibility of carrying out this
experiment very seriously,” explained learning
support teacher Mrs Jarvis, who co-ordinated the
project at the College.
“We were all sure that the blue seeds were the ones
which had been to space so we were so thrilled to be
proved right.
“We are very grateful to the Science technicians - Mrs
Elliot and Mr Wright - for adopting our seeds and
watering them for us.”
Student Ryan said it was “really fun” to be part of
the project.
“We’ve been part of finding out whether food can be
grown in space - it’s very special.”

professional who has rightly been commended for his
unstinting support for our most vulnerable students.
“This recognition comes not just from his colleagues
but also parents and, most importantly, from the
students themselves.

Prestigious award
for Mr Tills
A teaching assistant at the College has beaten
thousands of other nominees to win a prestigious
Pearson Teaching Award. Mr Tills won his silver
award in the Teaching Assistant of the Year category
and will now join fellow winners at the UK final of the
Teaching Awards to be held at a glittering celebration
at London’s Guildhall on 23 October 2016.
He is now in with a chance of winning a Gold Plato
Award at the October ceremony - which is entitled
Britain’s Classroom Heroes - which will be filmed
and broadcast by the BBC as a showcase of
excellence in education. Selected from thousands
of nominations received by the Pearson
Teaching Awards in 2016, Mr Tills was surprised
with his award at a special assembly at the College
on 17 June 2016 - Thank A Teacher Day 2016.

“We are all thrilled for him and have our fingers
crossed for him for the
award ceremony in
London in October.” The
special assembly was
attended by Oliver Colvile
MP and Councillor Terri
Beer, Cabinet Member
for Children and Young
People, who said it
was “an absolute
privilege” to be invited to
present Mr Tills with
his award.

The Pearson Teaching Awards are an annual
celebration of exceptional teachers and teaching,
founded in 1999 by Lord Puttnam, they recognise the
life-changing impact of an inspirational teacher on
the lives of the young people they teach.
Mr Tills, who is a teaching assistant in the College’s
specialist provision, said he felt “completely
overwhelmed” to have won.
“I feel so honoured to have been recognised for
doing something which I love so much,” said Mr Tills,
who has worked at the College since 2011. A film of
students he supports was shown during the special
assembly and Mr Tills said it was “humbling” to see
them describe the impact he has had on their lives.
“I’m so amazed to have won – and I know I have made
my family proud too, my dad cried when I told him, I
don’t think I’ve ever known him cry before!”
College principal, Mrs Hannaford, said: ”I am
absolutely delighted that Nathan’s dedication to his
role and his skills have been recognised with this
award. “He is an amazingly talented and committed

Canoeing Reward For
Sporting Effort
A group of 12 Year 7 students were given the chance
to get a taste for canoeing thanks to their
commitment and effort in PE.
“It was a Learning Outside the Classroom
Opportunity which the students took part in every
Thursday for four weeks,” said PE teacher
Mr Chapman.
“They were selected by the PE and Pastoral team
for their excellence and effort throughout the course
of the year in PE and are working towards their
British Canoe Union (BCU) First Award and
hopefully their BCU 1 Star.”

Glimpse into Scott’s
past at BRNC
A group of students from the College have been given a
glimpse of Robert Falcon Scott’s original school records
from his days on board HMS Britannia in the 1880s.
Stoke Damerel Community College has a strong link with
Scott - a bust of the renowned Antarctic explorer stands
as a centrepiece in the entrance of the College and Scott’s
name has also been chosen for the new studio school www.scottcollege.co.uk - which the College is sponsoring.
The group of 12 were shown the document and other
artefacts relating to the history of Royal Navy Officer
training during a visit to Britannia Royal Naval College.
The Plymouth-born naval officer started his education on
board HMS Britannia, a wooden hulk moored in the River
Dart in 1881, aged just 13.
“It was really exciting to see the inside of the College and
an amazing opportunity for our students to see the level
of physical activity and academic excellence demanded
there,” said Mr Cox, the newly-appointed headteacher
of Scott College.
“It was fascinating to see Scott’s record which
demonstrated his academic progress and excellent
leadership skills and to see the quality of vocational
training and academic success.”

Celebrating community
at R Devonport
Students gave talks in a mocked-up classroom and
ran a food tasting event at the R Devonport community
event at Granby Green.
R Devonport is a celebration of equality and diversity
in Devonport with music and street dancing,
fantastic foreign food on offer, and stalls and stands
set up by local residents and partner organisations.
It’s the second year the gathering - organised by
Plymouth Community Homes - has been staged after
proving extremely popular last year.
The College’s Modern Britain Council and Culture Club
attended the community event on 1 July and worked
with Mount Wise and Marlborough primary schools to
deliver lessons to pupils from Year 2 and Year 6.
Modern Britain is a new curriculum subject introduced
at Key Stage 3 for students to understand British
values in today’s society.
“The primary schools took part in Diversity and Mutual
Respect lessons looking at how we work together in the
community and with each other, “ explained Mrs Burn,
one of the Modern Britain co-ordinators at the College.
“The primary schools had a chance to discuss diversity
in the community and learn more about respecting the
range of religions and beliefs they will encounter in
their schools and where they live.”
The Modern Britain Council members also had a
question and answer session with the pupils where
they received a goody bag for taking part. “Students
and staff from the College were delighted with the
event and the way the primary school pupils took part
with lots of energy and enthusiasm,” said Mrs Burn.

Contact us:

Stoke Damerel Community College
Somerset Place, Stoke, Plymouth, PL3 4BD
Tel: 01752 556065
Fax: 01752 562323
Email: info@sdcc.net
Web: www.sdcc.net

“Five students and two members of staff organised
the Modern Britain mock up classroom which went
down really well with the general community who
also listened to the 20-minute sessions. “It was a
wonderful afternoon celebrating British values
with the community of Devonport, young and old,”
she added.

