
PTSA Continuing Professional Development, Leadership 
and Research
The journey continues beyond your ITET. We believe real improvement comes 
about when it is firmly rooted within classroom practice. 

Research is the key to developing excellent practice and identifying what works – our HEI 
partners at the University of St Mark and St John and Plymouth University are integral to 
delivering rigorous, reflective classroom practitioners. 

We believe in developing a sustainable, homegrown model of expertise across our city 
that would facilitate deep learning, Joint Practice Development and Transfer. Our talented 
NLEs, LLEs, SLEs and PLEs reach out beyond the city to trail blaze outstanding practice and 
engage in action research. 

Our holistic model develops talented practitioners and succession planning for a new 
generation of school leaders.

What Do You Get?
A one year programme centred entirely 
on our Plymouth schools where you will 
be part of a school team from day one. 

School Direct trainees will benefit from a 
full 40 week schedule. Complementing 
your time learning the job in school you’ll 
receive an equivalent to 60 days training 
from our Specialist Leaders in Education 
(SLE) and HEI lecturers, and a contrasting 
second school Key Stage experience. SLE 
Learning Hubs have been developed 
across the city schools to support subject 
and pedagogy specialisms.

Shared training across the Alliance gives 
complete and contrasting experiences. 

Trainee teachers who successfully 
complete all modules will be awarded a 
P.G.C.E. Post Graduate Certificate of 
Education (including up to 60 Masters 
credits) with Qualified Teacher Status. 

There’s an expectation of employment 
after training. Our schools often directly 
employ their own trainees. Where this 
isn’t immediately possible, there is the 
offer to work with Supply+, our ‘virtual’ 
supply school. This continues your 
teaching apprenticeship and continues to 
provide professional development 
opportunities and training as we help you 
develop as an outstanding teacher and 
find a permanent home in our schools. 
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The Plymouth Teaching School Alliance 
(PTSA) is a cross phase Alliance of all 
schools in Plymouth as well as the local 
authority and two HEIs. Our aim is to secure 
outstanding provision, achievement, support and wellbeing for every child in our city. 

We work through genuine collaboration based on trust and mutual 
respect. Through deep partnerships, rich in social capital, the core of our 
practice depends on the conviction that leaders should strive for the 
success of other schools and their children, not just their own. 

Our teachers and leaders actively work 
with other schools to sustainably 
improve and nurture all of our staff on 
their journey to success. PTSA School 
Direct is your entry point to our 
Plymouth Schools family. 

School Direct
School Direct is designed to give experienced professionals and higher class degree students an alternative pathway to a career as a 
teacher, whilst enabling schools to develop exactly the teachers they need. 

The PTSA School Direct model brings together all the necessary elements required for excellence in Initial Teacher Education and Training. 
Our combination of expert school based practitioners and University (HEI) partners bring teacher education pedagogy and up to date 
research within a school based setting. We nurture our talent and provide the essential classroom experiences that allow you to put theory 
into practice as you develop into an outstanding practitioner. 

The PTSA School Direct training programme leads to the award of a P.G.C.E Post Graduate Certificate of Education (including up to 60 
Masters credits) with Qualified Teacher Status. PTSA provide a dedicated host school and mentor with a contrasting placement school both 
within the alliance. You become part of our Plymouth schools family. 
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Why Plymouth?
Plymouth is the ideal city if you are thinking
about School Direct in the South West. We have
stunning sea, moors and city life and a unique 
partnership between our schools in the city, 
Plymouth University and the University of St Mark and St John. This 
combination offers a tremendous experience to those intending to 
become outstanding teachers in the changing educational landscape.

Plymouth is unique in its range of educational provision. There is 
diversity at secondary level and a well-established and highly 
productive history of collaboration with our primary and special 
schools. The closeness of these relationships, our schools’ proximity to 
one another and the diverse range of provision places us in an ideal 
position to respond to the changing face of Initial Teacher Education 
and Training delivery.

We work in cross phase harmony with our schools and key partners to 
develop models which exploit the very best of existing outstanding 
provision whilst creating new and innovative approaches to teacher 
training. You can easily access a range of personalised school 
experiences according to your training needs.within the alliance. You 
become part of our Plymouth schools family.

How to apply?
It is PTSA’s stated aim to develop and retain the best 
teachers for our children. If you think you can be an 
outstanding teacher apply now through UCAS. Once 
submitted, your application is ‘held’ by UCAS until your 
referees have submitted their references. 

When they have done this, your application is forwarded 
to PTSA and we will consider whether to offer you an 
interview or not. We will do this within 40 working days.

http://www.ucas.com/how-it-all-works/teacher-training/p
ostgraduate-routes-teaching/training-in-schools

Contact:
Plymouth Teaching School Alliance (PTSA):
Tel: 01752 785891
Web: plymouthteachingschool.co.uk
Email: teachingschool@paph.co.uk
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