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Dear Parents

Key Stage 4 Pathway Choices 
Your child will soon be making important decisions about the courses they will be embarking 
on next year.  These courses will finish with their GCSE examinations in June of 2021 and will 
inform the steps they go on to follow throughout their education and future careers.

Students have been placed in pathways based on suitability and likelihood of success in their 
full GCSE examinations at the end of Year 11. In line with national requirements, our pathways 
allow students to be successful on their courses and make progress in GCSE examinations 
across 8 subjects. You may hear of this referred to as the student’s “basket of 8”. The ‘Basket’  
is made up of two core subjects (English and Maths), 3 Ebacc subjects (Science, Humanities,  
Languages) and 3 open subjects.

 
  

The decisions your child makes will be important for their future careers. It is crucial that  
you find out as much information as possible about the courses they are interested in. The  
information in this booklet will be useful, to help you and your child, but also the Options  
Evening on 21st February will give you the opportunity to see subject teachers, presentations 
about the subjects and examples of current work from our students. The following subjects are 
compulsory; English, Maths, Science, Modern Britain and Statistics.

Following the Options Evening you will need to complete an options form with your  
son/daughter with preferred choices and a reserve choice. This needs to be returned to  
Miss Lewis (Learning Manager) at the College by Friday 2nd March. We will try to  
accommodate those choices as far as possible and final notification of the courses your  
son/daughter will be following in September will be sent home in June.



Subjects

Page 3 - reads core and additional science. These course no longer exist. They will all start triple science in Y9 
and then at the end of Y9 it will be decided who sits triple science and who sits Combined science.  They can-
not sit core and additional this is the old style course.
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Art
Content 

•  During this course you will learn about art and design; how to use techniques to be creative and 
make your own works of art.

•  You will gain essential skills in drawing painting, printing and 3D making. You will learn about a 
range of artists’ work and work in their style.

Assessment

60% coursework / controlled assessment
40% examination

Facilities and Equipment used

•  You will have access to a range of art and design materials. Through experimentation you will 
explore a range of techniques, all linked to the artists and designers investigated.

• Example materials: Paint, clay, pencils, wire, print tools, oil pastels.

Outside Learning Opportunities

• Visits to galleries and exhibitions
• Workshops with local Universities

Related Careers

Careers related to this course are architecture, photography, shoe design, print media,  
sign writing, games design, typography (lettering and layout).

For further information contact
Mr Stephens: istephens@sdcc.net



Business
Content
•  To enable students to develop knowledge and understanding of business through the investigation of a range 

of business organisations.
•  Enables students to acquire the knowledge, understanding and relevant business skills which will equip  

students with what they need to start in work or go on to further education or training.
•  Developing business ideas from your creation
•  How businesses and people make money and run a business
•  Learn about how businesses communicate through advertising
•  Students will learn how they could become successful in business, how to make money, and spot business  

opportunities.

Assessment
100% Examination over 2 papers.
The paper will consist of mainly of multiple–choice and short–answer questions.

Facilities and Equipment used
•  Google Chrome books, online resources, IT rooms with Internet access to complete coursework
•  Visual and text-based

Outside Learning Opportunities
•  Organised business trips around the local area as well as nationally
• Visits to Ginsters, Burts Chips and other businesses
• Plymouth University
 
Students are encouraged to develop their business and enterprise skills through exploring a number of businesses.
Students will develop their research skills by carrying out investigations.

Related Careers
• Any career related to any other subject
•   Business owner of your choosing i.e. electrician, hairdresser, shop owner, wedding planner - generally any 

business
•  Event planner 

Manager in a business 
Teacher

• NHS
• Accountant
• Tourism industry
• Armed forces and civil services
• Recent research shows 1 in 6 people are self employed!!

For further information contact
Mr Beacham: abeacham@sdcc.net



Child Development
Content
Students will become independent learners, researchers and develop analytical and problem-solving 
skills, all necessary to work in the Early Years Sector. They will complete work covering the areas of  
families and parenting, preparation for birth, physical development, nutrition and health, intellectual,  
emotional and social development and community support.
• Child Development Short Tasks
• Child Study Task
• Principles of Child Development
 
Including:
• Family and parenting  • Preparation for pregnancy and birth
• Physical development • Nutrition and health
Intellectual, social and Community support emotional development

Assessment 
60% Assessments
40% External examination

Facilities and Equipment used
• Equipment to simulate childcare scenarios.
• IT rooms with Internet access to complete coursework
Changing equipment
• Food and nutrition
• Crèche facilities
• Nursery equipment

Outside Learning Opportunities
• Visits to local childcare organisations
• Visits to local amenities to investigate childcare facilities

Students are encouraged to develop their understanding of new legislation which impacts on early years by 
visiting local nurseries

Students may be given the opportunity to explore how local childcare services are made available in the  
local community

Students will be encouraged to develop their research skills by conducting surveys or 
researching specific issues and care settings in early years settings.

Related Careers
Nursery nurse
Assistant
Playgroup assistant
Supervisor
Early years care workers
Play therapist

For further information contact
Ms Gemma Blackmore: gblackmore-cattran@sdcc.net



Computer Science
Content
The Computer Science course introduces students to the central processing unit (CPU), computer 
memory and storage, wired and wireless networks, network topologies, system security and  
system software. It also looks at ethical, legal, cultural and environmental concerns associated 
with computer science.
The course also provides the opportunity for students to develop skills and understanding in  
computational thinking: algorithms, programming techniques, producing robust programs,  
computational logic, translators and data representation. Students will also be given the  
opportunity to develop understanding of one or more computer programming languages.

Assessment 
Assessment for Computer Science will include both examination and practical elements.

Facilities and Equipment used

• Specialist IT suite with high-speed Internet access
• A range of industry-standard computer software
• Computer programming software
• Access to a range of online resources and teaching tools
• Google Classroom is used extensively throughout the course to aid independent learning.

Outside Learning Opportunities

Students can develop their understanding of Computer Science principals outside of lessons using 
a range of online tutorials, which will be shared with students throughout the course. Students are 
also encouraged to spend time outside of lesson developing an interest in computer programming.

Related Careers

• Computer Games Developer
• Computing Technician / Network Manager
• Software Developer
• Web Designer

For further information contact
Mr S Greenhough: sgreenhough@sdcc.net

I’m really interested in how computers are designed and built,  
so I chose Computer Science to learn more about the different  

parts inside a computer.
“

”



Dance
Content
If you are successful in Dance, you will be awarded a Level 2 BTEC  qualification in Performing 
Arts: Dance. You will learn a variety of Dance styles and create your own choreography.   
You will get to experience performing in front of live audiences and taking part in exciting external 
workshops by professionals.  Other elements of the course may include;
• Planning different types of performances
• Linking your practical work to the theory side of Dance
• Devising performances
• Understanding health and safety elements of Dance
• Skills that are necessary to work in the Performing Arts Industry.

Assessment 
Your work will be assessed on a weekly basis through the recording of performances and  
submission of coursework, both practical and theoretical. It will be expected that you will be  
confident when planning, rehearsing and using your dance skills at school and by evaluating your 
own work. We aim to put together school shows where you can perform to your family and friends 
to celebrate your progress.  There will also be other opportunities to perform in the local  
community, regionally or nationally depending upon the event. 

Facilities and Equipment used

• Fully equipped, air conditioned Dance Studio with sprung floor
• Apple TV
• School Hall
• The Street
• BTEC Performing Arts student guide
• Use of Ipad for recording
• Fitness equipment

Outside Learning Opportunities

• Performances at local events such as; The Barbican Theatre / Theatre Royal
• Professional Dance workshops
• Visits to watch professional companies perform

Related Careers

• Dancer
• Choreographer
• Administration in the Performing Arts industry
• Teacher
• Theatre practitioner

For further information contact
Miss Naomi Adams: nadams@sdcc.net



Drama
Content
•  DEVISING DRAMA   Explore a theme practically and then create a final performance. You will 

also create a portfolio of your work as you go along
•  PRESENTING AND PERFORMING TEXT  Explore a play text and then rehearse and perform two 

excerpts
•  PERFORMANCE AND RESPONSE  In Section A practically explore a play text and then prepare 

to answer questions on how drama is developed and performed. In Section B write a review of a 
live professional theatre performance

Assessment 
60 % practical coursework and portfolio
40 % examination PERFORMANCE AND RESPONSE

Facilities and Equipment used

• Drama Studios with the use of staging, props and make up
• Lighting
• Sound

Outside Learning Opportunities

• Visits to the theatre
• Support in auditions with outside companies
• Involvement in whole college projects
• Work with professionals from the Barbican Theatre, Theatre Royal and visiting companies

Related Careers

• Work in the Creative Industries including TV, Theatre and Radio
• Stage and Production Management
• Advertising and Media
• Teaching and Art Therapy

For further information contact
Ms Garratt: cgarratt@sdcc.net

I have grown so much in confidence – Drama is a subject  
you just LOVE!“ ”



French
Content
• Identity and culture
• Holidays
• Mobile Technology and Media including social media, cinema, TV and music
• Healthy and unhealthy lifestyles
• Sport and food
• Local area and environment
• School life and future plans
• Customs and festivals
• Social and Global Issues

A range of activities from listening, reading, writing and speaking from French and into French.

Assessment 
100% examination

Facilities and Equipment used

• Access to online resources

Outside Learning Opportunities

•  Students are encouraged to access French materials outside of lessons to gain an understanding 
of French culture.

•  Students will be encouraged to develop their research skills by investigating specific issues  
outside of lesson time.

•  Resources and opportunities are provided to support students in gaining confidence in the  
language outside of lesson time.

Related Careers

• Armed forces and civil services
• Hospitality
• Business
• Teaching

For further information contact
Mrs Aude Richer-Langsford: aricher-langsford@sdcc.net



Geography
Content
In opting for GCSE geography you will be part of something amazing. Your course will cover both 
the physical and human environments and the processes that shape our world.

Living with the physical environment
• Tectonic hazards / weather hazards / climate change
• Ecosystems / tropical rainforests / cold environments
• UK landscapes / coastal landscapes

Challenges in the human environment
• The urban world / urban change in the UK / urban sustainability
• The development gap / Nigeria - a newly-emerging economy / the changing UK economy
• Resource management / energy management
• Fieldwork

Assessment 
100% exam based assessment.

Facilities and Equipment used

Fieldwork equipment / IT equipment / learn to use your smartphone for geography / textbooks and 
revision materials.

Outside Learning Opportunities

Potential fieldtrips to; Eden Project, Slapton, Exeter City Centre and the Royal William Yard
Engage with the world around you through visits to local attractions, the coast and Dartmoor 
Enjoy learning through current and relevant media sources.

Related Careers
Teaching, tourism, town planner, police, environment agency, flood prevention, engineering, new 
technologies, armed forces, local council

For further information contact
Mr S. Campion: scampion@sdcc.net

Be great, Be inspiring, Be a Geographer“ ”Georgia, Year 11



Health & Social Care
Content
Students will:
Be equipped with a sound, specialist knowledge along with skills for everyday use. They will use a hands-on 
approach to assessment which underpins a highly valid method of assessing their skills for the many  
progression routes available. The course will also challenge all students, encourage independence and  
creativity, and provide tasks to engage students in future career choices.  

Assessment
75% assessment 25% examination
R021: Essential values of care for use with individuals in care settings written paper
R022: Communicating and working with individuals in health, social care and early years settings
R027: Creative activities to support individuals in health, social care and early years settings
R031: Using basic first aid procedures

Students will apply their knowledge and understanding through the use of focused activities such as role-play, case 
studies and scenarios. They will be prepared for the workplace, gain an understanding of how the values  
of care should be applied and how maintaining the rights of individuals will enable them to feel valued. 
They will investigate how regulatory frameworks aim to protect both individuals and care workers in settings 
and how procedures that are in place in care settings aim to promote standards of hygiene and maintain  
safety and security for all who use or work within the setting.
Skills:
• Recall information regarding social issues within health, social care and early years settings
• Analyse health, social care and early years care problems
 
Create solutions which demonstrate consideration of the requirements of people who use services
• Understand and use health, social care and early years terminology correctly
 
Model situations, interpret and present information with an understanding of needs and with effective communication
• Demonstrate research, analytical and evaluative skills
• Work independently and manage time efficiently.

Facilities and Equipment used
•  Equipment to simulate scenarios including specialist care equipment including wheelchairs, blood  

pressure monitors, empathy belly.
• IT rooms with Internet access to complete coursework

Outside Learning Opportunities
Students are encouraged to develop their understanding of new legislation which impacts on health and 
social care in the news and may be given the opportunity to explore how local health and social care  
services are made available in the local community. Students will be encouraged to develop their research 
skills by conducting surveys or researching specific issues and care settings

Related Careers
Nursing
Social Work
Nursery practitioner
Working with people with additional needs

For further information contact
Ms Gemma Blackmore: gblackmore-cattran@sdcc.net



History
Content
•  Crime and Punishment 1000-2000 with specific focus on Whitechapel and the Jack the Ripper 

murders.  (Environment Study Paper One).
•  Henry VIII and his Ministers focusing on a How Far Do you Agree Essay Question (British Depth 

Study Paper Two).
•  The Cold War 1941-1991 – being able to write narrative accounts of History as well as an  

extended writing question on how one event was important for another.  (Period Study Paper Two).
•  Weimar and Nazi Germany or USA 1954-1975 focusing on Vietnam and Civil Rights

Assessment 
100%  Exam Assessment
3 exams of 1 hour and 45 minutes, 1 hour and 15 minutes, 1 hour and 20 minutes.   
A mixture of essay and explanation style questions.

Facilities and Equipment used
•  Facilities and Equipment used
•  Revision texts
•  Edexcel Mark Schemes and Practice Papers

Outside Learning Opportunities

•  Reading a daily newspaper or e-news site
•  Creating a literary blog of wider reading
•  It is likely there will be trips to either the Imperial War Museum or Whitechapel as well as the 

Berlin Trip.

Related Careers

• Law
• Teaching
• Journalism
• Politics

For further information contact
Mr Winders: gwinders@sdcc.net



IT
Content
• Creating and using spreadsheets
• Managing database systems
• Using a variety of different software to create documents and digital products
• Understanding how ICT and modern technologies are used in our day to day lives
• Understanding the impact that ICT and modern technologies have on society
• Working on an independent project which utilises all your ICT skills and understanding

Assessment 
Assessment for ICT will include a range of examination and coursework.

Facilities and Equipment used

• Specialist IT suite with high-speed Internet access
• A range of industry-standard computer software
• Access to a range of online resources and teaching tools
• Access to Revision Guides and exam preparation resources

Outside Learning Opportunities

•  Students are encouraged to develop their understanding of new technologies and how they  
impact on society by keeping up to date with current technology news

• Students may be given the opportunity to explore how local businesses use ICT
•  Students will be encouraged to develop their research skills by conducting surveys or  

researching specific issues outside of lesson time

Related Careers

• Web Designer
• Graphic Designer
• IT Consultant
• Business Owner
• Database Manager
• Researcher
• Office Manager

For further information contact
Mr Steve Greenhough: sgreenhough@sdcc.net

I have always had a passion for ICT and Computing and I know  
that in the future new technology is being made and there  

will be new jobs created in this industry!
“

”



Media Studies
Content
•  Creating Media Products (Coursework) 

A media production produced in response to a choice of briefs.  This will be in the form of a  
television production, pages from a magazine, film marketing, music marketing or website design.

•     Exam One - Exploring the Media 
This exam will focus on video games, magazines, marketing, newspapers and radio.

•  Exam Two - Understanding Media Forms and Products  
A study of television genres (crime drama or sitcom), music videos and online media.

Assessment 
30% coursework / controlled assessment.
70% examination.

Facilities and Equipment used

•  Hardware: Video cameras, DSLR (still image) cameras, lighting rig, lapel mics, boom mics,  
tripods, dolly tripods, Chroma Key (green screen).

• Software: Sony Vegas, Photoshop CS5, Unity, Missionmaker, Dreamweaver.

Outside Learning Opportunities

• Independent Cinema and local business trips.
• In the past we have visited New York and Paris; these have been organised according to demand.
•  Filming/Photography sets have included Dartmoor, Cornish coastline, Tin Park stables, Royal 

William Yard, professional photography studios, Plymouth Hoe, urban environments etc
• Plymouth University and Marjons Media Arts experience days.

Related Careers

• Journalism
• Advertising
• Film, TV, Music Production
• Graphic Design, Multi Media Authoring, Web Design
• Gaming Industry

For further information contact
Mr Towers: dtowers@sdcc.net

The media is everywhere. It’s great learning about the  
power of the media, the effect it has on us and also how to  

make our own products.
“

”



Music
Content
In this course, students will be immersed in Music and Music Performance. They will be expected 
and encouraged to improve their own rehearsal and performance skills, leading to performing 
both solo and as part of a group in a number of different contexts. Students will also cover Music 
Theory in detail and will be involved in a number of exciting musical activities throughout Year 9,10 
and 11. Extra Curricular experiences include a recording studio visit to record a song and  
numerous performance opportunities in and out of the college.  
This course is not suitable for those that do not play an instrument or enjoy performance. 

Assessment 
Currently 100% coursework spread across 3 modules. These will be completed across Year 10 and 
Year 11. This includes performances, listening and writing about Music. 

Facilities and Equipment used

• Wide range of instruments and Musical Equipment
• Professional recording studio
• Professional concert venues
• School hall and Street for performances
• Apple Mac laptops for some elements of coursework
• Music theory workbooks
• Music Listening skills booklets
• Various Revision guides

Outside Learning Opportunities

• Performances at local events
• Visits to a professional recording studio
• Visits to performances
• Workshops with professional musicians

Related Careers

Performer
• Administration in the Music or Performing Arts business
• Teacher
• Sound or Lighting technician
• Front of House Manager
• Musical Director

For further information contact
Mr Gareth Allen: gallen@sdcc.net



Photography
Content
• Develop your skills in DSLR camera use
• Learn about a wide range of photographers and digital artists
• Be able to develop your own ideas to a starting point
• Learn how to edit and adjust images using Adobe Photoshop
• Develop your ideas and work in an artistically presented sketchbook

Assessment 
60% coursework / controlled assessment
40% examination

Facilities and Equipment used

• Nikon DSLR cameras
• Adobe Photoshop
• On site studio flash equipment

Outside Learning Opportunities

• Cameras available to book out
• Trips to shoot on location
• Visits to galleries
• Visits to photographic facilities such as darkrooms/professional studios

Related Careers

• Professional photographer
• Digital artist
• Designer
• Curator
• Picture editor
• Journalism
• Graphic design

For further information contact
Mr M Henley: mhenley@sdcc.net



Sociology
Content
• Family
• Education
• Studying Society
• Social Inequality
• Crime

Assessment 
100% examination – two exams taken at the end of the course

Facilities and Equipment used
• Investigation and studies within college

Outside Learning Opportunities

• Research opportunities
• Visits to the Court

Related Careers

• Legal profession
• Police
• Teaching
• Social work
• Counselling
• Youth work
• Care industry
• Market research

For further information contact
Miss Sayer: ssayer@sdcc.net 



Sport - Fitness and Exercise
Content
• Unit 1 Fitness for sport and exercise
• Unit 2 Practical sports performance
• Unit 4 The Sports Performer in Action
• Unit 5 Training for personal fitness

To develop knowledge and skills that can be used to achieve success in a career in Sport.   
To develop practical knowledge of a range of personal fitness levels for participation in all sports! 
To improve knowledge of anatomy and physiology of the body.
Here are some examples of the topics that we cover: rules, regulations, effects of exercise,  
individual sports and team sports.

Assessment 
Unit 1 – Fitness testing for sport and exercise is now externally assessed through examinations.  
Units 2, 4 and 5 are awarded through graded assignments and practical activities.

Facilities and Equipment used

• Sports hall, astro, fitness suite, netball courts, field, gymnasium,
• Classroom based theory lessons.

Outside Learning Opportunities

• Visits to local sports facilities
• Visits to local University establishments such as Marjon sports science laboratory
• Trips and tours to elite sports events
• Opportunities to be involved with Duke of Edinburgh

Related Careers

• Physical education teacher
• Sports coach
• Personal trainer
• Sports therapist/physiotherapist

For further information contact
Mr Stephen Chapman: schapman@sdcc.net



Textiles
Content
•  During this course you will learn the design and practical aspects of working with textiles  

and fabric.
•  You will gain essential skills in printing textiles, embroidery using sewing machines and  

hand sewing, surface pattern and design and clothes design, embellishment. Alongside  
practical textiles skills you will develop your drawing and painting skills which will benefit  
all contextual studies.

 

Assessment 
60% coursework / controlled assessment
40% examination

Facilities and Equipment used

•  You will have access to a range of textile materials. Through experimentation you will explore a 
range of techniques, all linked to the artists and designers investigated.

•  Example materials: fabric paint, pencils, fabric, sewing machines, needle and thread, printing tools.

Outside Learning Opportunities

• Visits to galleries and exhibitions
• Workshops with local Universities

Related Careers

Careers related to this course are shoe design, visual merchandising, clothing retail, fashion  
and beauty.

For further information contact
Mr Stephens: istephens@sdcc.net



3D Design
Content 

•  Designing and developing the skills to produce design sheets through using photographs, drawing 
and text

• Researching products like clocks, boxes, cars machines
• Making using a range of materials including wood, plastic, metal, clay and glass

Assessment

60% coursework / controlled assessment
40% examination

Facilities and Equipment used

• Laser cutter with 2D Design software
• A large range of hand tools
• Work benches with vice

Outside Learning Opportunities

• Visits to the University of Plymouth
• Trips and visits to local and regional designers

Related Careers

• Mechanical engineering (cars)
• Brick laying, plastering, joinery (working with wood on site)
• Furniture maker
• Architecture

For further information contact
Mr Welbourne: twelbourne@sdcc.net

Art
Content 

•  During this course you will learn about art and design; how to use techniques to be creative and 
make your own works of art.

•  You will gain essential skills in drawing painting, printing and 3D making. You will learn about a 
range of Artists work and work in their style.

Assessment

60% coursework / controlled assessment
40% examination

Facilities and Equipment used

•  You will have access to a range of art and design materials. Through experimentation you will ex-
plore a range of techniques, all linked to the artists and designers investigated.

• Example materials: Paint, clay, pencils, wire, print tools, oil pastels.

Outside Learning Opportunities

• Visits to galleries and exhibitions
• Workshops with local Universities

Related Careers

Careers related to this course are architecture, photography, shoe design, print media, sign  
writing, games design, typography (lettering and layout).

For further information contact
Mr Stephens
istephens@sdcc.net






