
Big ideas/Substantive 
Concepts 

Human and physical geography 
• identify seasonal and daily weather 
patterns in the United Kingdom 
• identify the location of hot and cold 
areas of the world in relation to the 
Equator and the North and South 
Poles 

Key Vocabulary Questions (over 7 lessons 
Remember – name and find the 7 
continents and 5 oceans of the world. 
Where is the equator? 
Where is hot and where is cold on the 
Earth? 
Where are the North and South Poles? 
What are they like? 
Where can I find hot countries? What 
are they like? 
Summary – where are hot and cold 
areas of the world?

ELG: People, Culture and Communities 
ELG: The Natural World 

Year 1- Introduce UK countries, capital cities, continents and oceans 
Year 1 -Revisit countries, capital cities, continents and oceans

Tier 2 Tier 3

Location Continent

Moist Ocean

Misty Polar

Scorched Equator

Freezing Temperate

Tropical Compass

Year 1 Hot and cold areas 
of the world

Sources 
Cusp Curriculum 

Curriculum Visions



Disciplinary Knowledge - thinking like a geographer

Place and space Scale and connection Physical and human 
geography

Environment and 
sustainability

Culture and diversity

Where is the North Pole?

Where is the South Pole?

Where is a hot place in the 
world?

Where are the cold places in 
the world?

What does Arctic mean?

What does Antarctic mean?

Why are the North and South 
Poles similar?

Why are the North and South 
Poles different?

Is the UK bigger or smaller than 
the Arctic or Antarctic?

What do physical features look 
like in polar places?

What do physical features look 
like in hot or tropical places?

What do human features look 
like in polar places?

What do human features look 
like in hot or tropical places?

What is different?

What’s the weather like in polar 
places?

What’s the weather like in hot 
places?

How are polar places 
changing?

Why is the Arctic and Antarctic 
changing?

What are causing the Arctic 
and Antarctic to change?

What is life like for the people 
who live in very cold places, 
such as polar regions?

What is life like for people who 
live in hot places, such as the 
tropics?

What is similar? What is 
different?


