
Big ideas/Substantive 
Concepts 

GEOGRAPHY 
Geography is the study of where places are 
found, what they are like, and the relationships 
between people and their environments. 

HUMAN FEATURES 
The built environment  
Made by humans 

PHYSICAL FEATURES 
The natural environment  
Shaped by nature 

Key Vocabulary 

Sources 
Cusp Curriculum 

Curriculum Visions 
Digi maps for schools 

Questions (over 7 lessons 
Where is London and what is it like? 
Where is the country of Kenya? 
What are the physical and human 
features of Kenya? 
Where is Nairobi and what is it like? 
How are London and Nairobi similar or 
different? 

Y2 Compare a small part 
of the UK and a 

contrasting non-European 
country

Making connections to prior learning

Y1 Continents and oceans of the world 
Y1 UK countries, capital cities and seas 

Y1 Hot and cold climates, including the equator 
Y1 Map and fieldwork 

+ 
Y2 Local fieldwork study

Tier 2 Tier 3

Urban Landmark

Sprawling Country

Contrast Capital

Horizon
 Climate

Striking Feature

 Savanna



Disciplinary Knowledge - thinking like a geographer

Place and space Scale and connection Physical and human 
geography

Environment and 
sustainability

Culture and diversity

Where is London? How is the 
space in that place used?

Where is Nairobi? How is the 
space in that place used?

How could London connect to 
Nairobi?

How is London or

Nairobi connected to other 
places? (Physical and human)

What’s the difference in size 
between London and Nairobi?

Is there a difference in size 
between the U.K. and Kenya?

What physical features are in 
London / Nairobi?

What human features are in 
London / Nairobi?

Where and how do people live 
around here?

Are local places similar or 
different?

 Does London look after its 
environment?

How does London look after its 
environment?

Does Nairobi look after its 
environment?

How does Nairobi look after its 
environment?

What is unique about London?

What is unique about Kenya 
and Nairobi?

Do these two capital cities have 
anything in common?

What is very different?


