
Big ideas/Substantive 
Concepts 

GEOGRAPHY 
Geography is the study of where places are 
found, what they are like, and the relationships 
between people and their environments. 

HUMAN FEATURES 
The built environment  
Made by humans 

PHYSICAL FEATURES 
The natural environment  
Shaped by nature 

Key Vocabulary 

Sources 
Cusp Curriculum 

Curriculum Visions 
Digi maps for schools 

Questions (over 7 lessons 
What are human features? 

What are physical features? 

What features does our local area have?

Y2 Local Area Study 
Human and Physical 

features in the local area

Making connections to prior learning

EYFS: 
People, Culture and Communities 

EYFS: 
The Natural World 

Year 1 
Continents and oceans of the world, UK countries, capital cities and seas 

Year 1 
Hot and cold climates, including the equator Mapping and field work

Tier 2 Tier 3

Contrast Fieldwork

Record Settlement

Surrounding Coastal

Natural
 Worship

Shelter Location

Observe Rural



Disciplinary Knowledge - thinking like a geographer

Place and space Scale and connection Physical and human 
geography

Environment and 
sustainability

Culture and diversity

Where is this place?

What is this place like?

Where do people live in this 
place?

What is unique about this 
place?

How does this place connect 
with other places locally?

How is this place connected to 
other places? (Physical and 
human)

How big is this place compared 
to other villages, towns and 
cities?

What physical features can you 
see in this place?

What human features can you 
see in this place?

Where and how do people live 
around here?

Are local places similar or 
different?

 In what ways does this place 
help the environment?

In what ways do we recycle our 
waste?

How does the place we live 
help recycling and 
sustainability?

Why is the place we live special 
to us?

What physical features are 
special to us?

What human

features are special to us?


