
Big ideas/Substantive 
Concepts 

COMMUNITY 

A group of people living in the 
same place

Key Vocabulary


Sources

Cusp Curriculum


Curriculum Visions

Questions (over 7 lessons) 
How have I grown and changed in my life?

What is it like around here?

What are the shops in my community?

What were shops like in the past?

How have shops changed?

How are shops different today than a long 
time ago?

Year 1

Changes within living memory

Making connections to prior learning

ELG: Understanding the world


Tier 2 Tier 3

Toddler Community

Timeline Tills

Present Supermarket

Compare Customer

Memory Bakery

Past and Present People culture and Communities

Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society

Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing 
on their experiences and what has been read in class

Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books 
read in class and storytelling

Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, 
stories, non-fiction texts and maps

Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural 
communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in 
class

Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other 
countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and – when 
appropriate – maps



Disciplinary Knowledge- thinking as a historian

Chronology Cause and consequence Change and continuity Similarity and difference Evidence Significance

How have you

changed since you were 
born?

What are the stages in 
your life?

When were shops 
different to ours a long 
time ago?

In this study, when we say 
a long time ago, how 
many years do we mean?

Why have shops 
changed?

What made shops 
change?

How have shops changed 
in your community?

Has all that change been 
good for shops?

Are there any shops that 
have stayed the same?

Are there any shops that 
have not stayed the 
same?

What are supermarkets?

What shops in your 
community are similar to 
shops in the past?

What shops in your 
community are different to 
shops in the past?

How do we know about 
the past?

What helps us know 
about shops a long time 
ago?

Who do you know who 
used shops a long time 
ago?

What is the big difference 
between shops today and 
shops a long time ago 
(1950s)

What significant difference 
did self- serving make to 
shops a long time ago?


