
Big ideas/Substantive Conceptts 

COMMUNITY 
- A group of people living in a place, such 
as the seaside community Mary Anning 
lived in. 
- It can also mean a group of scientists from 
all over the world. 
- David Attenborough studied how animals 
live together as a community. Scientists call 
that an ecosystem. 
KNOWLEDGE 
- The formulation and advanced use of 
knowledge by great thinkers. 
- Mary Anning brought knowledge of 
dinosaurs to the scientific community. She 
helped them know about the past. 
-David Attenborough brought knowledge of 
living things into our homes through film 
and photographs. He showed the scientific 
community how amazing and important 
living things are to our planet. 

Key Vocabulary 

Sources

Questions (over 7 lessons) 

Who was Mary Anning? What did she 
do? 
What did Mary Anning discover? 
Who is David Attenborough? What does 
he do? 
What has David Attenborough 
achieved? 
 

Y1 The lives of significant individuals

Making connections to prior learning

ELG: Understanding the world 
Geography 

Y1 Continents and oceans Countries and capitals of UK

Science 

Y1 Animals, including humans Plants


Tier 2 Tier 3

Legacy Fossil

Inspire Documentary

Revealed Significant

Explore Naturalist

Similar Expedition



Disciplinary Knowledge- thinking as a historian

Chronology Cause and consequence Change and continuity Similarity and difference Evidence Significance

What happened and 
when?

What was life like at that 
time for these people?

What things did they have 
that were similar to us?

What things did they have 
that were different?

What happened that led 
Mary Anning to discover 
fossils?

What happened to Mary 
Anning as a result of her 
discoveries?

What happened that led 
David Attenborough to 
film wildlife 
documentaries?

What was the 
consequence David 
Attenborough making his 
films?

How has the way people 
think about the past 
changed because of the 
discoveries of Mary 
Anning?

How has the way people 
think about wild animals 
and the environment 
changed because of 
David Attenborough’s 
films?

What do you notice that is 
similar about when Mary 
Anning lived and today?

What do you notice that is 
different about when Mary 
Anning lived and today?

Why do we need to know 
about the past?

How do we know about 
the past?

What things tell us about 
the past?

What did Mary Anning do 
that was significant? Why 
was that?

What did David 
Attenborough do that was 
significant? Why was 
that?


