
Big ideas/Substantive Concepts 

GEOGRAPHY 
Geography is the study of where places are found, 
what they are like, and the relationships between 
people and their environments. 
LOCATION 
Where a place is found 
PLACE 
The study of what a location is like by looking at 
the human and physical features 
PHYSICAL FEATURES 
The natural environment Shaped by nature 
The built environment  
HUMAN FEATURES 
The built environment Made by humans

Sources 
Cusp Curriculum 

Curriculum Visions 
Digi maps for schools 

Questions (over 7 
lessons) 
What are the 8 points on 
the compass? 
Where are the physical 
and human features 
located in this place? 
What physical features 

Y3 Fieldwork and map 
skills 

Making connections to prior learning

Y1 Name and locate continents, oceans, U.K. countries, capital cities and seas 
Y1 Hot and cold places 

Y1 Mapping and fieldwork 
Y2 U.K. and non-European location study 

Y2 Local area fieldwork and map skills Y2 U.K. and Amazon comparison study

Tier 2 Tier 3

Bisect Cardinal point

Precise Bearing

Accurate Settlement

Approximately
 Recreation

Relation Harbour

 Align Deciduous



Disciplinary Knowledge - thinking like a geographer

Place and space Scale and connection Physical and human 
geography

Environment and 
sustainability

Culture and diversity

Where is this place?

How can you describe this 
place using the points of a 
compass?

Where do people live in this 
place?

What is unique about this 
place?

How does this place connect 
with other places locally?

How is this place connected to 
other places? (Physical and 
human)

How big is this place compared 
to other villages, towns and 
cities?

What physical features can you 
see in this place? Describe their 
location using a compass.

What human features can you 
see in this place? Describe their 
location using a compass.

Are local places similar or 
different?

 In what ways does this place 
help the environment?

Describe the waste recycling 
location using points of a 
compass.

How does the place we live 
help recycling and 
sustainability?

Why is the place we live special 
to us?

Where does the sun appear to 
rise in this place?

What physical features are 
special to us? Describe their 
location using the points of a 
compass.

What human features are 
special to us? Describe their 
location using the points of a 
compass.


