O O U 00U VUV VUV UV VLUV VLUV

Welcome to our first half termly
newsletter!

Each half term we will update you with some of the learning and fun we have
been having so far this academic year. During our Learning Reviews the first
week back in November, you will have the opportunity to look at your child’s
learning in their books. As the year progresses, we will welcome you in for
more Learning Fairs.

As we move into this next half term, we are saying a fond farewell to Miss Nunn
who has been a TA in our school. We are excited to share that Miss Mills is
expecting a baby in the New Year and will be starting her maternity leave next
term.

We have had visits from the NSPCC in Year 2, our local MP Alistair Strathern
had a tour of the school this week and Troubadour Productions provided a free
Beauty and The Beast pantomime to the whole school.

FOSSA have been busy planning more wonderful events to raise money this
year. The recent quiz was a great success and we look forward to the upcoming
fireworks. If you are able to help in any way please do let the team know.

We hope that you manage to have some time to rest and recharge during the
half term and we look forward to welcoming you back on Monday 3™

November.

The Strathmore Team



We have had a great start to the year. The children have settled in so
well and are getting used to the routines in Nursery, well done
everyone! This half term our learning has been focussing on our
children and learning about them. We have spoken about our favourite
things, what we are good at doing and our families.

During our phonics sessions we have been learning a different nursery
rhyme each week. When looking at the rhymes we have taken part in
activities; we have clapped the syllables in words, listened for words

that rhyme and used our voice to make different sounds.

In maths we have been singing lots of number rhymes and beginning to
develop our understanding of counting behaviours. We use our
counting finger to touch the objects we are counting and say the
number names.

In creative development we have been investigating instruments and
exploring how to join different meterials tosether an the croagtiva tafle,
We have used PVA glue and scissors to create pictures including
autumn leaf pictures.

We have also been taking part in weekly pen discos and learning how to
draw different pattern lines including horizontal lines, vertical lines and
circles. When we hold our pencil, we use crab fingers and draw our
patterns on big pieces of paper.
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What a wonderful start to Reception we’ve had! The children have settled
really well into school life and are growing in confidence and
independence. We are so proud of how quickly they’ve learned our new
routines and how kind and caring they have been towards their friends.

This half term we’ve been thinking all about our unique selves and our
families. The children have been creating their own self-portraits and
pictures of their families. We’ve also talked about keeping ourselves safe,
learning how to use our classroom and outdoor areas sensibly and how to
look after one another.

In phonics, we’ve begun our Little Wandle journey, learning our first sets of
phonemes and practising how to blend them together to read simple
words. The children have also been working hard on their letter formation
and are hopefully enjoying sharing their new reading books at home.

In maths, we’ve been exploring numbers to 5, using real objects, fingers
and games to count. comparing amounts, subitising and spotting patterns.
It’s been a busy and exciting first half term. We’re so proud of all the
\ children’s hard work and can’t wait to see what next term brings! j
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What has been happening in Year 22
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