St Saviour's Academy Values
RESPECT Exodus 3, 4

READ TOGETHER...

Moses and the Burning Bush

Moses led the sheep across the dry and dusty desert to Sinai, God’s holy
mountain. But in the stillness of the wilderness, while the sheep were
grazing, Moses’ thoughts were never far from the plight of his people the
Israelites, who were suffering at the hand of the cruel Egyptian king. Moses
had left Egypt years ago. He felt guilty and wished he could help his people,
but what could he do? He was not brave, he was not a respected leader.
Who would listen to him?

And then in the distance Moses noticed something very strange. A desert
bush was on fire. The flames licked hungrily around the branches and yet,
strangely, the bush did not burn up. He drew closer and as he did so, he
clearly heard a voice call to him from the bush, “Moses, Moses!” “Yes, here
| am” stammered Moses. “Take off your shoes”, said the voice, “for you are
standing on holy ground.” Reverently, Moses untied his sandals and fell

to his knees. “l am the Lord God of your ancestors and | have seen how my
people suffer under Pharaoh. | have heard them call out to me to rescue
them and now Moses, | am sending you to lead them to freedom.” “But

I am nobody, | am nothing. How can | go to the king and expect him to
respect a simple shepherd? How can | ask him to let the people go?”

But God replied, “Do not be frightened, | will be with you.” “But what if
the people will not listen to me?” said Moses. “What do you have in your
hand?” “A stick.” Moses replied. “Throw it on the ground.” Moses did as
he was asked. To his astonishment the stick turned into a writhing, angry
snake. “Now bend down and pick it up by the tail.” Nervously, Moses did
as he was asked. Immediately, the snake once more became a stick. “When
you perform this miracle,” said God, “the people will believe that | have
sent you. Take the stick with you for with it you will perform great miracles.
Now go and do as | have commanded.”

And so it was that on that ordinary day an extraordinary adventure began
for Moses and for the people of Israel. It was a story that the world would

never forget.

Bible story pased on Exodus 3,4
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Alternatives

The Ten Commandments Exodus 20: 1-21



FORGIVENESS Luke 19: 2-10

Bible story based on Luke 19:2.1¢
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Alternatives:

The Prodigal Son — Luke 15.11-3



ASPIRATION

God will always be with us to help us when there is a big or overwhelming
task before us.

In Deuteronomy 31 through the first few chapters of the book of Joshua, we
see the succession of Moses and Joshua in leading the people of Israel into
the promise land. The Lord calls a young Joshua to follow Moses as leader of
his people. Can you imagine the pressure Joshua must have felte He was to
follow one of the greatest prophets and leaders of the Bible - a man who had
seen God face to face. It is no wonder that he was encouraged seven times
within these chapters of the Bible to "be strong and courageous." This
commission was spoken to him over and over again as he assumed the role
of leader amongst a group of people who were tired and discouraged. For
years they travelled through the desert with hopes of reaching the land God
had promised them. They journeyed with their families having only what they
desperately needed for 40 years with a new home as their motivation. They
had yet to see that promise fulfilled when their faithful leader died and a
new, young man took his place. But Joshua was strong and he was definitely
courageous. He obeyed the calling and leading of the Lord and saw the
people enter the promise land.

Have | not commanded you¢ Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and
do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go." Joshua 1:9

Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be tfransformed by the
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God'’s
will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.

Romans 12:2


https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut%2031
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Josh%201.9

HONESTY Luke 5: 1-11; Luke 22: 54-62; John
21:15-19

e 22:54-62; John 2111519
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Alternatives

e Jesus teaches his followers to be honest in their speech and to keep
their promises - see Matthew 5:33-37.

e Joseph's brothers lie about his death - see Genesis 37:17-33 (the
relevant song about this from the musical could be used to tell this
story).

e Jesus warns people that dishonesty will always be found out - see Luke
12:1-3.



FRIENDSHIP Mark 2: 1-12
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Bible story based on Mark 2:1-12

Alternatives



PERSEVERENCE Luke 18: 1-8
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Bible story based on Luke 1




