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                Christian Values Awards at St Stephen’s

Following the revision of our school vision, values and aims with all stakeholders, we decided that we wanted to celebrate how our Christian values are lived out across school. With this in mind, in Autumn 2023, we introduced our ‘Christian Values Award’. This is a half termly certificate given to one child in each class. Each half term, children are chosen for demonstrating the terms core Christian value (Love, Hope, Faith, Trust, Resilience, Respect, Justice) with the certificate presented during the celebration collective worship on the last Friday afternoon of that half term. The reasons why children have been chosen are shared with the whole school to celebrate and highlight these reasons. As a result of this, children clearly and fully understand how our Christian values are (or could be) lived out across the St Stephen’s family and its wider community.
Why are the Christian Values important to us?
	
Christian Value
	
Why is it important to St 
Stephen’s?


	
LOVE

“Do everything in love” 

Corinthians 16:14
	Love is a very important value to us as a school. Love underpins everything that we do. It is very much ‘the why’ of who we are. Love is evident in our relationships with each other and in our actions to support our community and our world. We see it in our interactions at school and home, feel it when we are together, and experience it through how others act towards us. We can grow and learn together because we know that God loves us.

	
HOPE

“May the God of hope fill you withal joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.” 

Romans 15:13

	As a Church school we understand that faith gives us hope for both now and for the future, and that this hope brings confidence. Hope for us means that there is always a future whatever situation we are in, because God promised to never leave us, to always love us, and to help us in times of need.


	
RESILIENCE

“But as for you, be strong and do not give up, for your hard work will be rewarded”

[bookmark: _GoBack]2 Chronicles 15:7
	An observation by many staff is that our children have difficulties in self-belief and working through something when it is difficult. Given that our school vision is driven by faith to climb mountains, instilling a culture of perseverance and resilience is recognised as a must!


	
FAITH

“For truly I tell you if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move; and nothing will be impossible for you.”

Matthew 17.20-21

	At St Stephen’s, we believe that faith is a firm foundation under everything that makes life worth living. (Hebrews 11) It is rooted as our faith in God but it is also a firm faith, trust and confidence in ourselves, others and in the children we teach. We want our children to grow the faith that they have in themselves and develop their own core beliefs, underpinned by Christian values and teaching, to equip them as they leave our school and take their place in the world.


	
JUSTICE

“But let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream!”

Amos 5:24
	At St Stephen’s we look towards Jesus and his life upon Earth as examples as justice. Jesus, who healed the sick, defended the weak and ultimately paid the price for our sins and freed us from our oppression of sin and death. He turned no one away and showed God's love to all who would draw near. At St Stephen’s we are champions for those who do not have a voice and courageous in our mission to make a difference, following the example of Jesus.

	
TRUST

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make straight your paths.”

Proverbs 3:5-6 

	We believe that educating and working with the whole community is essential to ensuring happiness and success. A shared commitment to working together and trusting families and schools equally is rooted firmly in our work. With this partnership, children will benefit from a trusting relationship, focused on achieving the very best for all.


	
RESPECT

“Be devoted to one another in love. Honour one another above yourselves.”

Romans 12:10
	At St Stephen’s respect is valuing everyone and everything and celebrating our differences.
Self respect - means being able to celebrate our gifts and talents, looking after ourselves and the bodies that God has given us.
Respect for parents and carers – honouring mum and dad or those who care for us; helping at home; appreciating what’s done for us; cooperation not conflict; taking responsibility.
Respect for others - everyone is special; everyone's opinion matters; everyone's contribution is important; everyone's feelings should be considered; everyone's faith is sacred.
Respect can mean simply treating each other with politeness and courtesy, and recognising that everyone’s contribution is important and that everyone’s feelings should be considered.
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