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Mission Statement

St Stephen's C E School aims to develop its children and staff to their full potential in a happy and caring Christian environment by:

· providing a high-quality education for all, both academic and social, fostering high expectations and aspirations

· maintaining a caring and disciplined ethos

· maintaining close home/school links

· developing in its pupils, as members of a Church school, a sympathetic and caring approach

· understanding the Christian faith and respecting other world faiths

Ethos Statement

The school aims to serve its community by providing an education of the highest quality within the context of Christian belief and practice. It encourages an understanding of the meaning and significance of faith, and promotes Christian values through the experience offered to all children.  Our Key Christian Values are: LOVE, HOPE, FAITH, TRUST
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Appendix a) English programmes of study: key stages 1 and 2

Statement of Intent

Sound English skills are essential for progress across the curriculum and to prepare pupils effectively for tasks of adult life.

All teachers have a responsibility to develop pupils’ competence in reading, writing, speaking and listening in their own subjects and to ensure that pupils become competent users of language, and can access the curriculum effectively and achieve their potential.

St Stephen’s (Kearsley Moor) CE Primary School:

· Recognises the effect that a confident, fluent and coherent understanding of English will have on a pupil’s progress, both inside and outside of the school environment.

· Understands how a strong grounding in English will impact the future learning and development of a pupil in all aspects of their life.

· Provides a balanced and broad curriculum which encompasses writing practice, including handwriting, spelling, widening vocabulary, and writing for different styles, purposes, and audiences, as well as focusing on spoken English, reading, grammar and pronunciation.

· Ensures that all staff members are aware of planning, assessment, teaching and learning requirements for the English curriculum.

· Ensures that all pupils know how to plan, practise and evaluate their work.

· Ensures that all pupils understand all elements of English, as per the national curriculum.
Reading Intent

At St Stephen’s, we believe that our English curriculum should develop our children’s love of reading.  We have a whole school culture that we want all children to read well, quickly. We value reading as a key life skill, and are dedicated to enabling our pupils to become lifelong readers. Our reading resources will offer our children stimulating, vocabulary rich and awe-inspiring content, which will develop outward looking pupils who are able to engage in learning about themselves and raise their awareness of national and global issues. 

Our reading curriculum supports our children’s skills in decoding words so that they can read well, quickly in line with National Curriculum Standards.  We will present our children with plentiful opportunities to read for pleasure and purpose; and enable them to make choices about books based on a specific author or genre.  In addition, we aim to ensure all children gain a good understanding of what they have read and will use VIPERS skills to fully embed this level of comprehension.
Writing Intent

At St Stephen’s, we believe that our English curriculum should allow our children to confidently communicate their knowledge, ideas and emotions through their writing.  Our pupils will understand and use a wide variety of vocabulary and understand the purpose of their writing.  They should be able to adapt their writing for the genre they are writing in and with a knowledge of who they are writing for.  They will also be confident spellers and use a range of grammatical features to enhance their writing style.  Our children should be encouraged to take pride in the presentation of their writing, in part by developing a good, joined, handwriting style by the time they move to secondary school. 
1. Legal framework

This policy has been created with regard to the following statutory guidance:

· DfE (2013) ‘English programmes of study: key stages 1 and 2’

· DfE (2021) ‘Statutory framework for the early years foundation stage’
2. Roles and responsibilities

The headteacher is responsible for:

· Appointing an appropriate subject leader.

· Ensuring that appropriate procedures are in place for reporting and managing accidents.

· Ensuring that effective health and safety procedures are in place.

· Completing a risk assessment.
The subject leader is responsible for:

· Encouraging staff to provide effective learning opportunities for pupils.

· Help to expand on colleagues’ areas of expertise in English.

· Organising the deployment of resources and carrying out an audit of all related resources.

· Liaising with teachers across all phases.

· Communicating developments in the subject to all teaching staff and the SLT, as appropriate.

· Leading staff meetings and providing staff members with the appropriate training.

· Organising, providing and monitoring CPD opportunities regarding English skills.

· Ensuring common standards are met for recording and assessing pupils’ performance.

· Advising on the contribution of English in other curriculum areas, including cross-curricular and extra-curricular activities.

· Collating assessment data and setting new priorities for the development of English in subsequent years.
Teachers are responsible for:

· Acting in accordance with this policy.

· Ensuring progression of pupils’ English skills, with due regard to the national curriculum.

· Planning lessons effectively, ensuring a range of teaching methods are used to cover the content of the national curriculum.

·Liaising with the subject leader about key topics, resources and support for individual pupils.
· Monitoring the progress of pupils in their class and reporting this on an annual basis.

· Reporting any concerns regarding the teaching of the subject to the subject leader or a member of the SLT.

· Undertaking any training that is necessary in order to effectively teach English.
The SENCO is responsible for:
· Liaising with the subject leader in order to implement and develop specialist English-based learning throughout the school.

· Organising and providing training for staff regarding the English curriculum for pupils with SEND.

· Advising staff on how best to support pupils’ needs.

· Advising staff on the inclusion of English objectives in pupils’ individual educational plans.

· Advising staff on the use of TAs in order to meet pupils’ needs.
The pupil is responsible for:
· Ensuring they complete work on time and to the best of their ability.

· Ensuring they behave in accordance with the Pupil Code of Conduct.

3. EYFS

All children within the EYFS are taught to develop their English skills as an integral part of the topic work covered during the academic year.
All English objectives are underpinned by the areas of learning and development that are required to shape educational programmes in early years settings.
In accordance with the literacy area of the early learning goals (ELGs) outlined in the ‘Statutory framework for the early years foundation stage’, children will be taught to:
· Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary.

· Anticipate, where appropriate, key events in stories.

· Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role-play.

· Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 diagraphs.

· Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending.

· Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent to their phonic knowledge, including some common exception words.

· Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed.

· Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters.

· Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others.

4. Teaching and learning (Implementation)
Reading 

Phonics is the prime approach to the early teaching of reading when they start school.  Phonics is taught daily and is delivered by teachers and supported by teaching assistants.  We have fidelity to use Essential Letters and Sounds (ELS) to deliver phonics teaching. This will ensure all learners receive a vocabulary rich curriculum that is both challenging and progressive. (See Phonics Policy)
For those children who are identified as requiring support within a session, it will be promptly addressed. It will be viewed as ‘a keep up, not catch up’ approach through immersive exposure to their identified need.

Phonics is an integral part of the school day. It is delivered through discrete teaching and entwined within all teaching.

To support early reading, each child will receive a decodable book, matched to that week’s teaching; an online decodable book; a sharing text and a self-selected library book to take home.

Children who are not yet ‘Reading Explorers’ throughout school, will work through our school reading scheme from Oxford Reading Tree – these are levelled books which match the children’s current reading and comprehension age. In addition, all children will choose a book from the class or school library to take home weekly. We will frequently buy new books throughout the year to enhance our libraries, these will include books that the children have specifically asked us to purchase i.e. sequels, new publications by authors. The children may also donate an age specific book to their class library to celebrate their birthday.

Our lessons in school are supported by the use of high-quality, vocabulary rich texts/stimulus throughout.  We have weekly reading lessons using high quality classroom resources such as Cracking Comprehensions – these ensure children have access to a range of high quality, vocabulary rich, age appropriate fiction, non-fiction and poetry genres. These texts are shared with the class and then through teacher modelling develop the VIPERS skills, which are key to ensuring children have the comprehension required. The skills that we teach are in line with the National Curriculum expectations.

To promote the love of reading further, our children are read to daily in class.  Whole class reading sessions are included in the timetable: they are short sessions where both children and staff enjoy reading a book of their choosing.  These texts often include our Christian Values and representations of our children and communities through character and authors.

We ensure a variety of high-quality, vocabulary rich texts/extracts including fiction, non-fiction and poetry are used in guided reading, these are age appropriate and ensure all children enjoy a small group reading session every week with a member of staff. It is also our aim to listen to all children read 1;1 at least once a week – this may be to a member of staff, volunteer or governor.
EYFS have weekly ‘Stay and Read’ sessions where parents/careers come into school and read with their child. In addition, weekly Year 6/Reception Buddy time where the Year 6 reads a selection of books to their buddy and they choose which one to take home as a library book to share at home. An EYFS book swap trolley is located at the Reception entrance to allow children to exchange language rich books.
To further ‘promote the love of reading’ to parents/adults within the school community, a swap trolley has been located at the school entrance for adults to take and donate books.
Writing
In Key Stage 1 and 2 following the National Curriculum, writing is taught over a sequence of lessons.  We use age appropriate high-quality texts/stimulus as inspiration for our writing.  When possible, we ensure that our children are given the opportunity to write across the curriculum, linking to topics that are currently being taught.  

All writing follows a sequence of lessons:

· high quality examples of the genre

· identify the specific features 

· focus on age appropriate grammar including Alan Peat’s Sentence Types

· opportunities for speaking and listening

· plan

· write

· edit (SURPRISES)

· create final draft (discretion of staff)

When appropriate shared and guided writing is used to support our children and help them gain a greater level of independence over time.

Spellings are taught according to the rules and words contained in Appendix 1 of the English National Curriculum.  We use www.SpellingFrame.co.uk, which supports weekly spellings on rules that are age appropriate.

Classroom teachers will encourage the development of speaking and listening through activities within each English lesson.
5. Assessment and Reporting

Pupils will be assessed and their progression recorded in line with the school’s Primary Assessment Policy.
The progress and development of pupils within the EYFS is assessed against the ELGs outlined in the ‘Statutory framework for the early years foundation stage’ this determines whether they achieve GLD at the end of the year.
Throughout the year, teachers will plan on-going creative assessment opportunities in order to gauge whether pupils have achieved the key learning objectives.

Assessments will be undertaken in various forms, including the following:

· Talking to pupils and asking questions.

· Discussing pupils’ work with them.

· Marking work against the learning objectives.

· Pupils’ self-evaluation of their work and their peers’ work.

· Classroom tests and summative assessments.

Formative assessment, which is carried out informally throughout the year, enables teachers to identify pupils’ understanding of subjects and inform their immediate lesson planning.
During the first six weeks of Reception the Statutory Reception Baseline assessment (RBA) is carried out – focusing on communication language and literacy. Termly assessments take place. In Summer 2 Reception complete the Rising Stars PIRA assessment as a baseline for transition into Key Stage 1.
In Reading, children are assessed and then tracked using the Rising Stars PIRA assessments termly throughout Key Stages 1 and 2. Writing is assessed against statutory objectives at the end of Reception, Year 2 and Year 6.  We have assured there is a natural progression of skills assessed in all other years to ensure good progress throughout our children’s time at St Stephen’s.
Regular in-school and cluster moderation meetings take place to ensure children are making good progress and that our assessment process is robust.
In terms of summative assessments, the result of yearly assessments will be passed to the relevant members of staff, such as pupils’ future teachers, in order to demonstrate where pupils are at a given point.

Standardised tests will be used once a year, towards the end of the academic year, to measure each pupil’s attainment in all areas of English. These results will be compared with an ‘average’ for all pupils of that age.

Parents will be provided with a written report about their child’s progress during the Summer term every year. These will include information on pupils’ attitudes towards English and their progress. An opportunity will be provided for parents to discuss this report with the relevant teachers.

Verbal reports will be provided at parent-teacher interviews during the Autumn and Spring terms.

The progress of pupils with SEND will be monitored by the SENCO.
6. Impact

Reading Impact

Our intention is that we want all children to read well, quickly and develop a love of reading.  They are able to choose books based on previous reading and recognise a favourite author or genre.  Our children enjoy reading and are confident when discussing stories and have informed opinions on characters and plots and can make predictions.  

ELS Activity books match the days teaching in EYFS and KS1. There is clear evidence in books of comprehension lessons being taught, which show progression in difficulty of questioning in line with National Curriculum expectations.  

In EYFS and KS1 phonics is closely tracked using the ELS tracker, ensuring gaps are closed quickly. Pupil progress is tracked in comprehension using Rising Stars MARK for KS1 and KS2.  Pupil progress meetings take place termly to discuss results and actions to be taken to support progress.
Writing Impact

Children in our school are confident writers, who are happy to take risks in language choices and sentence structure.  We strive to ensure that our children's attainment is in line or exceeds their potential when we consider their varied starting points.  

Our children share ideas and learn from each other. They are confident and keen to showcase their work with audiences including peers and adults.  

Books show a range of writing genres, including links to other curriculum areas.  Writing displayed is age appropriate and displays a clear understanding of the purpose for writing.

Pupil progress is tracked throughout school using writing objectives criteria in every year group and tracked throughout school. Pupil progress meetings take place termly to discuss results and actions to be taken to support progress.

We hope that as children move on from us to further their education and learning that their creativity, passion for writing travels with them and continues to grow and develop as they do.
7. Cross-Curricular Links

The English skills that are developed in English lessons are applied to and in every lesson that is conducted in accordance with the national curriculum. Children's skills in reading, writing, speaking and listening enable them to communicate and express themselves in all areas of their work in school.
Mathematics
In regards to mathematics, English skills contribute greatly. EYFS children encounter patterns, spaces and shapes in English lessons.

Further on in their development, pupils will learn a new and wider vocabulary which will include mathematic-specialist terms.

In KS1 pupils come across stories that involve rhymes that include counting and sequencing.

Children in Key Stage Two are encouraged to read and interpret problems in order to identify the mathematics involved. They explain and communicate mathematically through the developing use of precise mathematical language

Science

Pupils are expected to engage in research during science lessons. English skills are used here for writing a range of reports, and for verbally explaining their findings to the class and to a teacher.

Humanitarian subjects

Humanitarian subjects include History, Geography and Religious Education. These subjects require a technical and subject-specific vocabulary. English skills will be utilised here when learning the new vocabulary.

Researching is also required for these subjects, meaning that the register in which any work is written often needs to be adapted depending upon the task set.

Drama

English skills are fundamental for oral expression. Effective English skills will ensure a pupil feels confident taking part in group tasks and class discussion/performance.

Computing
The use of ICT enables children to use and apply their developing skills in English in a variety of ways. Younger children use ICT as a source of information and a way of enabling them to draft and present their work effectively. Older children use the Internet when searching for information, or when using a publishing program. Children use the planning and spelling tools when checking their draft work. We encourage all children to use ICT as a resource for learning, whenever appropriate. Websites are used to enhance the curriculum through websites including: www.spellingframe.co.uk, www.literacyshed.co.uk, www.spag.com, www.satscompanion.co.uk, www.lbq.co.uk 

PSHE

[image: image2.emf]English Spoken Language   SCARF materials provide wide range of opportunities for children to develop and demonstrate their skills relating to the Engl ish Spoken Language statutory  requirements. You can use SCARF lessons to observe and  record progress in these skills.   Pupils should be taught to:      Listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers.      Ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge.      Use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary.      Articulate and j ustify answers, arguments and opinions.      Give well - structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing feelings.      Maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic a nd initiating and responding to comments.      Use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas.      Speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English.      Participate in discussions,   presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and debates.      Gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s).      Consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others.      Select and use appropriat e registers for effective communication.   English  

Curriculum requirement  SCARF lesson plans that support the teaching and learning of these  

Y1   Writing  -   composition   Write sentences by saying out loud what they are going to write  about; composing a sentence   orally before writing it; sequencing sentences to form  short narratives; re - reading what they have written to check that it makes sense.     Harold learns  to ride his bike      Harold has a bad day      Then and now      Who can help? (1)      Including everyone  

Y2   Writing  -   composition   Develop  positive attitudes towards and stamina for writing by  writing for different purposes.     Harold's postcard  -   helping us to keep cle an and healthy      Haven't you grown!      Sam moves away      Harold's bathroom      My special people      Our ideal classroom (1)  


[image: image3.emf]Y5 & 6   Writing  -   transcription   Use dictionaries to check the spelling and meaning of words.     Action stations!      Project Pitch (parts 1 & 2)      Relationship cake recipe  

Y5 & 6   Writing  -   transcription   Use a Thesaurus.     Relationship cake recipe      Project Pitch (parts 1 & 2)      Action stations!  

 

[image: image4.emf]Y3 & 4   Writing  -   composition   Draft and write by organising paragraphs around a theme.     Making choices      Looking after our special people      In the news!  

Y3 & 4   Writing  -   composition   Draft and write in non - narrative material by using simple  organisational devices [for example, headings and sub - headings].     The people we share our world with  

Y3 & 4   Writing  -   composition   Plan their writing by identifying the audience for and purpose of  the writing, selecting t he appropriate form and using other similar writing as models  for their own.     In the news!      Derek cooks dinner! (healthy eating)  

Y5 & 6   Writing  -   composition   Plan their writing by noting and developing initial ideas, drawing  on reading and  research where necessary.     Rat Park      Dear Hetty      Five Ways to Wellbeing project      Dan's day      Relationship cake recipe  

Y5 & 6   Writing  -   composition   Draft and write by using further organisational and  presentational devices to structure text and to guide the reader [for example, headings,  bullet points, underlining].     Relationship cake recipe      Project Pitch (parts 1 & 2)      Is this normal?      Five Ways to Wellbeing project      Action stations!      Rat Park      This will be your life!  

 


Resources
There are a range of resources for the teaching of English across the school. General resources required to deliver the English curriculum are situated in classrooms, the Teachers’ Room and school subscription websites. The Alan Peat teacher’s books are kept in the Teachers’ Room. The ELS books and Reading Scheme books are stored and organised within the Teacher’s Room    
The library contains an extensive supply of fiction and non-fiction books. Fiction books are purchased regularly to interest all ages and include books to promote diversity and inclusion; as well as a love of reading. Non-fiction books are used to support children’s individual interests. Library Project Loans are regularly utilised and include the use of whole class novels and non-fiction topic specific books.                                                    

Every class has a small class library with a range of fiction books (to promote love of reading) and topic specific non-fiction books. Age specific dictionaries and thesauruses are kept in classes that require them.

9. Visits/Visitors
Children will be given opportunity for visits to enhance their understanding of various areas of the English curriculum. Examples include: 
· Theatre trips

· Library trips

· Celebration of reading-based awareness days, such as World Book Day 

· Reading-based extra-curricular activities 

· Fieldwork

Visitors are also welcomed into school which give the children lots of opportunities for speaking, listening and drama.

Virtual author visits and live lessons are another opportunity that children regularly have exposure too.
10. Special Education Needs and Disability (SEND)

Planning and assessment for children with speci must consider the type and extent of difficulty experience by the child. 

Work in English takes into consideration the targets set for individual children in their provision maps. Some examples are:-  1:1 or small group intervention with a Teaching Assistant, pre-read a piece of text, regular reading with an adult in school, Nessy on-line programme, working walls, vocabulary mats.

The strands within English are developed to ensure that all elements are revisited to allow pupils to acquire and/or consolidate concepts and knowledge.

 11. Equal Opportunities 
The school will actively encourage all pupils to read books that are suitable for their reading ability, and this is reflected in the reading materials which are used. 

The school will ensure that all pupils have equal access to the reading curriculum, in line with the Pupil Equality, Equity, Diversity and Inclusion Policy.

Teachers use a range of strategies to ensure inclusion and also to maintain a positive ethos where children demonstrate positive attitudes towards others. Support for specific individuals is well-considered and planned for, to ensure that’s tasks provide learners with an appropriate level of challenge.
12. Monitoring and Review 

This policy will be reviewed on an annual basis by the English Lead, Phonics and Early Read Lead and the Headteacher. 

Any changes made to this policy will be communicated to all teaching staff and other key stakeholders.
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