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General Statement
Our Geography programme teaches an understanding of places and environments.  Through work in geography, children learn about their locality and contrasting localities throughout the world.  Children learn how to draw and interpret maps. Alongside the developing skills of research, investigation, analysis and problem solving, children gain an appreciation of life in other cultures. Geography teaching motivates children to find out about the physical world and enables them to recognise the importance of sustainable development for the future of mankind.

Geography is a foundation subject with the National Curriculum.

Aims
Through the teaching of geography, we aim to:

· Enable the children to gain knowledge and understanding of places in the world

· Increase the children's knowledge of other cultures and, in doing so, teach respect and understanding

· Enable children to use geographical skills and knowledge confidently through a process of enquiry and creative activity

· Enable the children to know and understand environmental issues at local, regional and global level.

Objectives
The geography curriculum is mapped to ensure alignment with the national curriculum content and programme of study. Key knowledge and skills relate directly and build towards the achievement of the end of key stage ‘end points’, informed by the KS1 and KS2 National Curriculum statements for;  Locational Knowledge; Place Knowledge; Human and Physical Geography and Geographical Skills and Fieldwork.

Implementation
At St. Stephen’s, geography is taught in clearly defined blocks throughout the year, as outlined in the overall curriculum framework overview.   This allows the children to enhance their geographical knowledge and skills through focussed learning.    This model promotes the children in being able to achieve a greater depth of understanding of each topic covered.  Key knowledge and skills of each blocked topic have been identified to ensure that progression is evidenced across the topic throughout each year group and the school.
Breadth of Study

EYFS

In the early years, pupils explore geographical themes and content throughout the Understanding of the World strand of the EYFS curriculum. This involves guiding the children to develop a sense of their physical world, as well as their community, alongside opportunities to explore, observe, and find out about people, places, technology and the environment. Geography is taught as an integral part of the responsive topic work covered during the year. Geographical aspects of the children’s work is related to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals / Characteristics of Effective Learning, which underpin the curriculum planning. Geography makes a significant contribution to the Early Learning Goals of developing a child’s knowledge and understanding of the world through a wide range of child initiated and adult led activities.
Key Stage One
During Key Stage One pupils should develop knowledge about the world, oceans and continents, weather patterns, the United Kingdom, a contrasting non- European country and their locality. They should understand basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and physical geography and begin to use geographical skills, including first-hand observation, to enhance their locational awareness. 

During the key stage, pupils should be taught the matters, skills and processes through the following study of localities:

· The locality of the school.

· A locality in the United Kingdom and of a non-European country that has physical and/or human features that contrast with those in locality of the school.

· Hot and cold deserts in relation to the Equator and North and South Poles

· Location of the world's seven continents and five oceans. 
· Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas.
In their study of localities, pupils should:

· Study at a local scale

· Carry out fieldwork investigations outside the classroom.

Key Stage Two

During Key Stage 2 pupils will extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area by investigating a variety of people, places and environments at different scales in the United Kingdom, Europe and North and South America. The children will also develop their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their locational and place knowledge. They will carry out geographical enquiry inside and outside the classroom. In doing this they will ask geographical questions, and use geographical skills and resources such as maps, atlases, aerial photographs and ICT.

Pupils at Key Stage Two will be taught the matters, skills and processes through the following study of localities and themes:

Localities:

· A locality in the United Kingdom

· Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries and major cities.

· Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time.

· Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night).

Themes:

· Climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle 
· Types of settlement and land-use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water.
In their study of localities and themes, pupils should:

· Study at a range of scales - local, regional and national
· Study a range of places and environments in different parts of the world, including the United Kingdom, Europe and North and South America.
· Carry out fieldwork investigations outside the classroom.
Cross-curricular links
Whilst learning about geography, children will need to access knowledge and skills from other curriculum areas. For example they may need to draw upon data handling and computing knowledge; scientific skills or even speaking and listening, to debate environmental issues: all in the application of their learning. All of these links need to be relevant and purposeful and emphasise that we cannot learn about geography in isolation but also that whilst they are studying this subject the principles and disciplines of Geography are always central to what is being taught.
Resources

Topic specific resources are kept in the relevant classes. General resources are kept in the Teachers' Room. Age specific atlases are kept as a class set in classrooms. The library  contains an extensive supply of geography books to support children’s individual research and Project Loans are utilised.  Resources which may be used to gather data are kept with the general science resources. Educational Software is installed on computers in the ICT suite to support work in some topics. The school’s subscription to specialist platforms including ‘Oddizzi’ ensure that teachers have access to lesson resources which they can select and adapt in alignment with the school’s knowledge and skills progression map.
Visits/Visitors

Children will be given opportunity to go on visits to enhance their understanding of specific areas of work. Examples include:

· Walks around the locality

· Farnworth
· Clifton Marina
· Grasmere in the Lake District
Special Educational Needs (SEN)

Planning and assessment for children with special educational needs must take into account the type and extent of difficulty experienced by the child.

Differentiation of tasks and materials, consistent with school based intervention as set out in the SEN Code of Practice will be needed and care should be taken to ensure that children who experience difficulty in reading and/or writing are given opportunities to develop geographical skills by engaging in activities suited to their individual need and are assessed on geographical skills and not merely their competence in English.

It is emphasised that a variety of activities should be used to present the subject and to encourage the development of skills for geographical enquiry.

Assessment
Assessment for learning is continuous throughout the planning, teaching and learning cycle. At St Stephen’s, we use summative and formative assessment to determine children’s understanding of key Geographical knowledge and skills. Assessment is supported by use of the following strategies:
· Observing children at work, individually, in pairs, in a group and in class during whole class teaching.
· Using differentiated, open-ended questions that require children to explain their understanding; in line with the school’s underlying ethos for children to gain confidence in articulating their knowledge and expressing themselves clearly.

· Provide effective feedback, including interactive marking, where appropriate, to engage children with their learning and to provide opportunities for self-assessment, consolidation, depth and target setting.

· Book moderation and monitoring of outcomes of work, to evaluate the range and balance of work and to ensure that tasks meet the needs of different learners (with the acquisition of the pre-identified key knowledge of each topic being evidenced through the outcomes).
· Use of specific and measurable learning objectives for each lesson which children and teacher’s review against the agreed success criteria.

· Use of the ‘what I know already, what I want to know and what I have learnt’ (KWL) strategy throughout a unit, alongside specific and measurable LOs for each lesson 
· Each child’s attainment and progress in Geography is formally reported to parents at the end of the school year in the end of year report.

· In the Early years children are assessed according to the Development Matters attainment targets and at the end of the Foundation years against the Early Learning Goals.

Equal Opportunities

At St. Stephen’s we are committed to providing a teaching environment which ensures all children are provided with the same learning opportunities regardless of social class, gender, culture, race, special educational need or disability. Teachers use a range of strategies to ensure inclusion and also to maintain a positive ethos where children demonstrate positive attitudes towards others. Support for specific individuals is well considered and planned for, to ensure that tasks provide learners with an appropriate level of challenge.
Inclusion
All pupils are entitled to access the Geography curriculum at a level appropriate to their needs. 
To ensure inclusion, teachers use a range of strategies in line with the school’s inclusion policy. Independent tasks, as well as teaching, are also well-adapted to ensure full accessibility, as well as to provide appropriate challenge to different groups of learners. The school makes full use of additional adults who are deployed effectively to ensure that identified children are able to make progress in each curriculum area, according to their full potential. 
Through the use of the KWL grid, teaching takes account of children’s own interests to ensure topic relevance to all individual learners. Opportunities for enrichment are fully utilised, to ensure a fully inclusive and engaging Geography curriculum. This is supported through a number of links with places of geographical interest in the immediate and wider locality and local studies which engage the children further through practical activities.
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